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Minister’s foreword
I am very pleased to be providing the foreword for
Woodlands for Wales progress report on the action
plan, three years on from the Welsh Government's
revision of its Woodlands for Wales strategy and in a
year of considerable change as we consider how we
will manage our natural resources in the future.
Forestry is a long-term business: Woodlands for Wales is a 50-year strategy, and
many of the changes we make now will not become obvious ‘on the ground’ for a
number of years. However, considerable progress has been made already, with
plans to greatly expand woodland cover over the next 20-years, the launch of our
Glastir Woodland Creation scheme, and the development of our Glastir Woodland
Management scheme for existing woodlands. This year will also see the
publication of a revised Ancient Woodland Inventory, ensuring that our woodland
heritage is protected and enhanced.
This Plan contains actions to help make our woodlands more diverse to withstand
a changing climate and associated threats from pests and diseases. As well as
adapting to climate change themselves woodlands can help manage its effects
for society's benefit. They can help control flooding, provide shade to cool urban
areas, improve drainage and make our towns and cities more attractive.
Woodlands for Wales has a key role to play in Living Wales - the Welsh
Government's proposal to move towards an ecosystem approach to using our
land in Wales - over 75% of which is managed by farmers and foresters. This
means considering the environment in Wales as a whole rather than dealing with
individual aspects separately, and is an important part of our commitment to
sustainable development. A new single body, including the functions of Forestry

Commission Wales, Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) and Environment Agency
in Wales (EAW) will mirror this more joined up way of working.
As we look to the future - the development of a more holistic ecosystem approach
to managing our natural resources in Wales and the development of a single
body to deliver it - the contributions woodlands can make should not be
underestimated. Woodland creation and wider use of timber for both construction
and for fuel locks up carbon and helps reduce our carbon footprint. Planting trees
can help manage flooding, provide shelter and enhance our urban areas. Of
particular value to the people of Wales are the social benefits woodlands can
provide. They are places for local people to walk, relax and generally improve their
health and well-being in an outdoor environment, and can act as a focus for local
community activity, and offering opportunities for enterprise. Careful management
can ensure that woodlands are protected and sustainable - and provide jobs often in rural areas, where it can be more difficult to find work.
I am grateful to those organisations who are taking the lead in delivering the
actions in this Plan and also to the Woodland Strategy Advisory Panel for their
independent input in its preparation. I look forward to seeing further progress
made in the coming years.

John Griffiths AM - Minister for the Environment and Sustainable Development
with responsibility for forestry in Wales.
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1. Introduction
This is an updated version of the Action Plan for Woodlands for Wales,
our 50-year strategy for woodlands and trees. This Action Plan sets out
the key activities that will need to be undertaken to achieve the 20
outcomes set out in the strategy. It explains what must be done and
who is responsible for taking the lead in each action.
First published in 2001, Woodlands for Wales was revised and relaunched in March 2009 following an extensive public consultation.
The strategy can be found at:

Building on these achievements and taking into account additional
policies and programmes, such as The Environment Strategy, this
Action Plan looks forward over the next three years. The actions
needed to make further progress by 2015 are detailed in Section 6,
and we will continue to review the Action Plan periodically during its
five-year lifespan.

Link: Woodlands for Wales
When it was first published, the strategy focused on people, woodland
management, services and jobs. These are still key priorities, but the
revised strategy also needed to address emerging issues, particularly
the effects of climate change.
Our revised Woodlands for Wales takes account of adaptation to and
mitigation of climate change, and recognises that woodlands and trees
can and do deliver multiple benefits, at the same time and in the same
place. Woodlands not only store carbon but also provide timber for use
in construction, other goods, and provide biomass which can replace
fossil fuels.
The revised strategy also aims to increase people’s engagement with
woodlands and trees, and ensure that the full range of opportunities
offered by woodlands is accessible to all sections of our diverse society
in an equitable way.
A significant amount of work has been undertaken since 2001 to
deliver the aims of the first strategy, and the five-year progress report,
published in 2006, can be found at:
Link: Five-year progress report
print

4

previous
page

contents

next
page

Woodlands for Wales
Action Plan

2. Outcomes of the Woodlands for Wales strategy
The actions in this Plan will help to deliver the 20 outcomes of
Woodland for Wales, which are grouped under five strategic themes.
These themes, together with their associated outcomes, are:

Welsh woodlands and trees

A competitive and integrated forest sector

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

More woodlands and trees are managed sustainably
Woodland ecosystems are healthy and resilient
Woodlands are better adapted to deliver a full range of benefits
Woodland cover in Wales increases
The management of woodland and trees is more closely related
to other land uses
6. Urban woodlands and trees deliver a full range of benefits

12. More Welsh-grown timber is used in Wales
13. The forest sector is better integrated and more competitive,
supporting the Welsh economy
14. Increased use of timber as a key renewable resource
15. A thriving, skilled workforce in the forestry sector

Responding to climate change

16. Woodland management achieves high standards of
environmental stewardship
17. Woodlands and trees of special conservation value are
in favourable management
18. Woodland biodiversity is supported and native woodland
is in favourable management
19. Woodlands and trees make a positive contribution to the special
landscape character of Wales and to sites of heritage and
cultural importance
20.New and existing woodlands and trees contribute to water
and soil management

7. Welsh woodlands contribute to reducing the carbon footprint
of Wales

Woodlands for people
8. More communities benefit from woodlands and trees
9. More people enjoy the life-long learning benefits of woodlands
and their products
10. More people live healthier lives as a result of their use and
enjoyment of woodlands
11. More people benefit from woodland-related enterprises

Environmental quality
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3. Other key Welsh Government strategies
which the Woodlands for Wales Action Plan
will help to deliver

Climate Change Strategy for Wales: First annual progress report The report reflects progress made in implementing the measures
contained in the Climate Change Strategy for Wales Emission Reduction
and Adaptation Delivery Plans, which were published in October 2010.

Climate change

Link: Climate Change Strategy for Wales: First annual progress report

Addressing climate change is one of our key priorities, and in
2007 we established the first Climate Change Commission in the
United Kingdom.

Environment Strategy for Wales

We are committed to achieving an annual reduction of 3% in carbonequivalent emissions from 2011 in areas of devolved competence.
Woodlands and trees can help contribute to this ambitious target through:
• sequestration, as growing trees lock up carbon in their roots and
branches, and even more carbon becomes stored in the soil itself.
• substitution in a number of ways; for example, woodfuel can be
used as a carbon-neutral energy source instead of fossil fuels, and
timber used in construction can replace energy intensive materials
like concrete and steel.

The Environment Strategy for Wales recognises the value of woodlands
in delivering a wide spectrum of environmental benefits. Woodlands for
Wales is seen as a delivery mechanism for 12 of the Environment
Strategy’s 39 outcomes (listed in Appendix 1). Woodlands and trees are
recognised as providing ecosystem services and addressing the effects
of climate change, and the Environment Strategy also identifies
effective woodland management as a means of protecting biodiversity,
designated sites and ancient woodland.
Link: Environment Strategy Action Plan

As well as this, woodlands and trees need to be resilient and able to
adapt to a changing climate themselves. Woodlands and trees can
also bring a range of other social and environmental benefits such as
helping to control flooding and moderating summer temperatures in
urban areas through shading.
Several actions in this Plan fall within the Woodlands for Wales strategic
theme of responding to climate change. This is a cross-cutting theme
and it is important to note that actions under the other four themes will
also make a direct contribution towards addressing the effects of
climate change.
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Plant!
The Plant! initiative supports a commitment to provide support for
indigenous woodlands through planting a tree for all new babies and
adopted children in Wales, helping to create a Welsh National Forest
of native trees to act as a carbon sink, which Forestry Commission
Wales (FCW) are delivering in partnership with Coed Cadw (The
Woodland Trust) on behalf of the Welsh Government (WG).

Energy Wales: A Low Carbon Transition launched in March 2012,
sets out how we plan to move Wales towards a low carbon economy
including the use of biomass, and of the Welsh Government
Woodland Estate for renewable energy initiatives such as wind
and hydro.
Energy Wales: A Low Carbon Transition

Renewable Energy and Bio-energy Action Plan
Our Low Carbon Revolution statement explains what we will do and
what we want others to do to make our ambition for low carbon
energy a reality.
Our aim is to renewably generate up to twice as much electricity
annually by 2025 as we use at the moment. By 2050, we want to
meet almost all of our local energy needs, for heat, electrical power
or transport, by low carbon electricity production.
There are different types of renewable energy sources available to
us, including wind, biomass, marine and micro generation energy,
and all have their part to play.
We want to secure a sustainable environment by tackling climate
change, supporting rural development, achieving sustainable
energy production and consumption, and improving the local
environment. As part of our work towards this, we are developing
a Bioenergy Action Plan.
Welsh Government Response to the Sustainability Committee's
Report on Woody Biomass
photo: R. Francis - Woodland Trust Picture Library
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Rural Development Plan (RDP) for Wales 2007-13
The RDP for Wales is part of a joint Welsh Government/European Union
(EU) strategy to make our country a better place in which to live and
work. Looking after the environment and encouraging sustainable
economic development are two of the most important goals in the RDP.
A number of the actions in this Plan will contribute directly towards
delivering across two objectives (Axes) of the RDP:
• Axis 1 - Improving the competitiveness of the agriculture
and forestry sectors
• Axis 2 - Improving the environment and countryside
and indirectly towards the other two objectives:
• Axis 3 - Improving the quality of life in rural areas
and diversification of the rural economy
• Axis 4 - The Leader approach, which supports community-led
local development strategies.
The Rural Development Plan for 2014-2020 is currently in preparation
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4. Monitoring and reporting progress

5. How the Action Plan is set out

There is a requirement to gather evidence across all themes of
Woodlands for Wales, to support delivery and measure progress.
Underlying the Action Plan is a need to gather more new information
and evidence which, in turn, will require the establishment of research
sites and a series of pilot projects.

The Action Plan is in the form of a table, organised under the five strategic
themes and 20 outcomes of Woodlands for Wales.

We shall be using a range of measures to monitor progress, and
publish a set of indicators for Woodlands for Wales to help us assess
progress towards achieving the 20 strategy outcomes which sit
alongside the action plan.
At the end of the action plan period in 2015 we shall report on:
• progress towards achieving each action
• the contributions that other WG policies have made to achieving
the outcomes of Woodlands for Wales

The table shows:
Outcomes of Woodlands for Wales - if you ‘hover over’ the
symbol you
will see what the strategy said we would do to implement the outcome these were listed in the strategy as "to get there we shall". For most (but
not all) of the points in these "to get there we shall" lists there is a
specific action in this Plan.
Actions are each listed only once, but in practice every action will
contribute to more than one of the 20 outcomes, often across several
strategic themes.
Lead organisations and principal supporting organisations involved in
delivering the action are identified - with the lead organisation(s) shown in
bold and principal supporting organisations shown in regular text. If you
‘hover over’ the acronyms you will see the full name of the organisation(s).
The lists are not exhaustive and many other organisations will be involved
in the effective working partnerships needed.
Additional outcomes which each action contributes towards delivering
are listed numerically. The 20 outcomes of Woodlands for Wales can be
found on page 5.
Progress at March 2012 - summarises the progress made for each
action (this will be updated annually).
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions
and organisations responsible
Click on a link below to take you to the table of
actions for a specific Woodlands for Wales theme:
Link: Welsh woodlands and trees
Link: Responding to climate change
Link: Woodlands for people
Link: A competitive and integrated forest sector
Link: Environmental quality

Key to Action Plan Tables
BOLD text Lead Organisations - (the organisation(s) that will deliver the
actions in the plan, working with other organisations)
REGULAR text Principal supporting organisations - (will be contributing to
the delivery of the action with the lead organisation(s))
Further information available by selecting the link
If you ‘hover over’ the acronyms you will see the full name of the organisation(s).
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Welsh woodlands and trees
Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

Progress at March 2012

1. More woodlands and
trees are managed
sustainably

a) Complete the review of the UK Forestry Standard (UKFS)
and associated guidelines; publish the revised UKFS and
guidelines; and promote these to woodland owners and
managers in Wales.

FCGB, FCW

2, 3, 16

The UK Forestry Standard (UKFS) is the
reference standard for sustainable forest
management in the UK, and a revised
version was published in November 2011
(http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ukfs). The
UKFS outlines the context for forestry in
the UK, sets out the approach of the UK
governments to sustainable forest
management, defines standards and
requirements, and provides a basis for
regulation and monitoring, alongside
this publication is a series of seven
accompanying guidelines on water, soil,
people, biodiversity, climate change,
historic environment and landscape.

b) Promote the benefits of certification against the UK
Woodland Assurance Standard (UKWAS) to woodland and
owners managers in Wales.

FSC, PEFC

2, 3, 16

Ongoing.

c) Maintain UKWAS certification for the Welsh Government
Woodland Estate.

FCW

2, 3, 16

UKWAS certification maintained.

d) Review the current woodland grant scheme, Better
Woodlands for Wales, to align its priorities with those
of the revised strategy Woodlands for Wales.

FCW & Glastir
Stakeholder Group,
WG BETS

2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, BWW is now closed to new applicants.
Management of its legacy will continue
9, 10, 16, 17,
until 2017. FCW will manage the Glastir
18, 19, 20
Woodland Creation scheme until 1
January 2013 receiving 430 registrations
of interest, of which 370 have been
approved at 31 March 2012. FCW also
reviewed the Glastir planting
opportunities mapping, and this will be
developed further in 2012.
print
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Welsh woodlands and trees
Outcome

Action

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

1. More woodlands and
trees are managed
sustainably

e) Make the process of obtaining grant aid simpler
for the owners and managers of small woodlands.

FCW & BWW
Stakeholder Group

Progress at March 2012

2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, BWW Smallwoods is now closed to new
8, 9, 10, 16, 17, applicants. Support for woodland
18, 19, 20
management will be available through
Glastir from 2013.
• Expression of interest in Glastir woodland
management were submitted by farmers
and woodland owners up to 30 March 2012.
• FCW concluded the development of Glastir
Woodland Management options for inclusion
into Glastir and provided four members of
staff to the WG on loan for two years to assist
with the Glastir woodland grant schemes.

f) Ensure that, during the RDP review and the development
of Glastir, consideration is given to the need for funding to
encourage the management of woodlands and trees on
farms, and to create additional farm woodlands.

WG - BETS, FCW

2, 3, 4, 5, 16,
20

Our integrated land management grant
scheme Glastir includes farmers as a
main target for grants. Woodland
management grants through Glastir are
still under development and will be
available in 2013. FCW concluded the
development of Glastir Woodland
Management options for inclusion into
Glastir and provided four members of
staff to the WG on loan for two years to
assist with the Glastir woodland grant
schemes.

g) Bring more woodlands into management by developing
the First Steps grant scheme to encourage woodland owners
to begin managing their woodlands.

FCW

2, 3, 5, 7, 11,
14, 16, 20

Development of First Steps terminated.
Support for woodland management will
be available through Glastir from 2013.
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Welsh woodlands and trees
Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

2. Woodland
ecosystems are healthy
and resilient

a) On issues relating to woodland and tree health and
protection, use existing stakeholder networks to improve
awareness, sharing of information, monitoring and
management.

FR, FCGB Plant Health 1, 3, 16, 17,18
Service, WG - Plant
Health and
Biotechnology Branch,
CCW, ConFor

Ongoing through Forest Research. FCW,
through a Phytophthora Project Officer, are
responsible for the management of
ramorum disease in larch. The
communications plan for the outbreak
utilises stakeholder networks. A baseline
survey of Dothistroma (red band) needle
blight will be undertaken.

b) Develop and implement a Deer Management Action Plan
for Wales, with input from all relevant stakeholders.

FCW, Deer Initiative
Wales, CCW & WG - ESD.

1, 16, 17, 19

Wild Deer Management in Wales strategy
published in February 2011. FCW led on the
publication of The Welsh Government's
Action Plan for wild deer management in
Wales 2011 - 2016.

c) Develop and implement a Grey Squirrel Management
Action Plan for Wales, with input from all relevant
stakeholders.

FCW, FR, WBP

1, 16, 17, 19

An FCW pilot project in its Llanymyddfri
Forest District has assessed the potential
for coordinated grey squirrel
management, and a partnership has been
set up with the local Wildlife Trust to trial
management. The success of this trial will
inform the development of a management
and action plan.

1,16, 17, 18

WBP INNS working with CCW to map
rhododendron across Wales in a strategic
approach to rhododendron management.
This is in draft. FCW work on biological
control of Japanese knotweed is to be
revisited. Control of Himalayan balsam
promoted to WBP-INNS.

d) Take action to develop a strategic approach to the issue of WBP Invasive and
Non-Native Species
invasive species which damage woodland habitats (such as
Rhododendron, Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam). Forum

Progress at March 2012
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Welsh woodlands and trees
Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

2. Woodland
ecosystems are healthy
and resilient

e) Develop and publish guidance on increasing the diversity of FCW, FR
woodlands in Wales, and apply this guidance to the Welsh
Government Woodland Estate (WGWE). Promote the guidance
and encourage other woodland owners to apply it.

1, 3, 5, 7, 16,
18

Progress at March 2012
FCW published guidance on increasing
diversity of tree species in Oct 2010
(http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/
infd-8bag9s) which was disseminated
internally to FCW staff and to the wider
forest sector through workshops
organised by the Wales Forest Business
Partnership (WFBP)
(http://www.welshtimberforum.co.uk/)
and ConFor (www.confor.org.uk/).
Implementation of the guidance on the
WGWE is underway.
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Welsh woodlands and trees
Outcome

Action

3. Woodlands are better a) Develop and use models to examine the benefits/effects of
adapted to deliver a full reducing reliance on clearfell through adopting a range of
range of benefits
alternative silvicultural systems and practices. Develop and
provide guidance on moving away from clearfell management
regimes where appropriate, and apply this guidance to the
WGWE. Promote the guidance and encourage other woodland
owners to apply it.
b) Gather evidence to measure and evaluate the non-market
costs and benefits of woodlands and trees.

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Progress at March 2012

FR, FCW, CCFG

1, 2, 7, 12

FCW to publish guidance on reducing
clearfelling and using alternative
silvicultural systems in summer 2012.
Guidance will be applied on the WGWE
and other woodland owners will be
encouraged to apply it.

FR, FCW

1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, • FCW portfolio analysis work has been
8, 9, 10, 17,
completed. However given FCW transition to
18, 19, 20
the Single Body with CCW and EAW, no
further work is planned for the time being.
• The UK National Ecosystem Assessment
was published in June 2011. This was the first
analysis of the UK's natural environment in
terms of the benefits it provides to society
and continuing economic prosperity. It
includes a chapter relating to the value of
woodlands and trees and a further chapter
relating specifically to the ecosystem services
in Wales which includes a section on Welsh
woodlands and trees.
http://uknea.unepwcmc.org/Resources/tabid/82/Default.aspx
• Living Wales is a WG approach focusing
on managing the landscape in an
integrated and sustainable way to benefit
the people of Wales.
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Welsh woodlands and trees
Outcome

Action

3. Woodlands are better c) During the development of both Better Woodlands for
adapted to deliver a full Wales and Glastir, consider the non-market ecosystem
range of benefits
services provided by woodlands and trees.

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported
WG - BETS Glastir
Programme Group,
FCW, Wales
Environment
Research Hub

1, 2, 4, 5, 7,
19, 20

Progress at March 2012
Glastir Woodland Creation scheme
launched Oct 2010. Glastir woodland
management element under
development and will be launched in
2013.
• Expressions of interest in Glastir
woodland management were
submitted by farmers and woodland
owners up to 30 March 2012.
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Welsh woodlands and trees
Outcome

Action

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

4. Woodland cover in
Wales increases

a) Develop spatial planning tools to identify priority areas for
woodland creation and develop a programme of woodland
creation across Wales, using the Heads of the Valleys
Strategic Regeneration Area as a pilot area.

FCW, WG - BETS
Glastir Programme
Group, CCW, EAW, WT,
WFBP

Progress at March 2012

3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, • The HOV woodland plan, completed
10,19, 20
2010, used a spatial planning tool
which was developed as part of the
assessment process. This is now being
used in the assessment of woodlands
and areas for their creation in the
Western Valleys during 2011/12.
• A map identifying potential areas for
woodland creation through Glastir
developed and published in 2010. FCW,
CCW, Cadw, Archaeological Trusts and
the WG Glastir team were involved in its
production. The Wales Environment Link
and National Parks were also involved
in discussions relating to its content. The
woodland creation map will be
reviewed during 2012/13.

b) Monitor the removal of woodland for priority habitat
restoration, and develop a process to ensure that this is
accounted for when setting targets for increased woodland
cover.

FCW, CCW, WEL, FR,
WFBP

1, 7, 18, 19, 20

Forest Research has recently completed an
inventory of Welsh peatlands, including for
the first time a detailed assessment of deep
peat that has been planted with trees. The
report and accompanying maps and field
assessment protocols are being prepared for
publication. This work was commissioned by
FCW in partnership with CCW, Environment
Agency Wales and the WG.

c) Develop and publish guidance for planning authorities
and planners to help ensure that tree cover lost through
development is compensated by woodland creation
elsewhere in Wales.

WG - DESD, WLGA

1, 6, 7

Guidance will be considered as part of
the revision of the suite of Technical
Advice Notes and Planning Policy Wales.
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Welsh woodlands and trees
Outcome

Action

4. Woodland cover in
Wales increases

d) To implement actions 4a, b and c above, support initiatives
and mechanisms to increase tree cover and create new
woodlands in Wales, such as Better Woodlands for Wales
and the Plant! initiative.

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported
FCW, WG - BETS, WT

e) Use the National Forest Inventory to monitor the permanent FCGB, FCW
removal and replacement of woodlands in Wales.

Progress at March 2012

6, 7, 8, 9, 10,
20

• Glastir Woodland Creation scheme
launched in October 2010 and to 31
March 2012, 430 registrations of
interest, of which 370 have been
approved.
• The Plant! Initiative continues through
the partnership of FCW, Woodland Trust
and others. To date over 147,034 trees
have been planted over 6 sites across
Wales, covering an area of 76.5 ha.

7, 19, 20

The National Forest Inventory (published
on 17 March 2011) gave a figure of
303,500 ha for woodland area in Wales,
or 14.3% of the land area of Wales almost 20,000 ha more than the latest
estimate based on an earlier survey
(The National Inventory of Woodland
and Trees, 1997). Some of this
difference is due to improved measuring
techniques. More information on the
inventory, including woodland types will
be available later in 2012.
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Welsh woodlands and trees
Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

5. The management of
woodlands and trees is
more closely related to
that of other land uses

a) Develop a process to ensure that woodlands and trees
are routinely considered as an integral part of planning
and development policy.

WG - DESD, WLGA,
FCW

3, 4, 6, 19, 20

Ongoing, with opportunities taken to
consider woodlands and trees during
the revision of Technical Advice Notes.

b) Promote the inclusion of woodlands and trees in an
integrated approach to land management, and provide
advice to landowners and managers through mechanisms
such as Farming Connect.

WG - BETS Glastir
Programme Group,
FCW, WLGA, CCW,
Wales Environment
Research Hub

1, 3, 4,
11,12,19, 20

Ongoing through approaches such as
Glastir, and considered as Living Wales
develops.

a) Evaluate best practice, and promote the benefits of
increasing tree and woodland cover in urban and peri-urban
areas, using the Heads of the Valleys Strategic Regeneration
Area as a demonstration. Working in partnership with others,
particularly local authorities, encourage more public access
to this resource and greater use of it.

FCW, WLGA, Local
Authorities, CCW,
strategic regeneration
partnerships (e.g.
Heads of the Valleys)

1, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10 • The HoV woodland plan was
completed in 2010. The tools used in the
HoV will be used to produce a strategic
woodland plan for the Western Valleys
Regeneration Area in 2011/12.

6. Urban woodlands
and trees deliver a full
range of benefits

Progress at March 2012

• A canopy cover scoping study was
undertaken in 2011 for the 40 largest
towns in Wales, using 2006 aerial
photography. This will be completed in
2012 for the remaining 173 towns, and
the exercise repeated using the latest
2009/10 aerial photography for all 205
towns and cities in Wales, with the
resulting study being published as the
Wales Inventory of Urban Trees.
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Responding to Climate Change
Outcome

Action

6. Urban woodlands
and trees deliver a full
range of benefits

b) Raise awareness of the benefits of trees, and of the
solutions that they can provide in an urban environment,
and promote trees as an integral part of urban planning
and development.

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported
WG - DESD, FCW, FR,
EAW, CCW

Progress at March 2011

7, 9, 10, 16, 20 • FCW webpage on Urban Trees has been
published, promoting the benefits of urban
woodlands and trees and signposting to
resources - http://www.forestry.gov.uk/
forestry/INFD-8J2HGS
• Links are being developed with Tree Officer
networks to support and promote best
practice.
• A Practice Guide on 'Greenspace design for
health and well-being' published by FCGB and
NHS Forest.
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Responding to climate change
Outcome

Action

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

7. Welsh woodlands
contribute to reducing
the carbon footprint of
Wales

a) Collate and share information about the role of sustainably
managed woodlands in abating carbon emissions through the
substitution of timber and woodfuel; highlight the opportunities
this provides for farmers, other woodland owners and
managers.

FCW, FR (collate
1, 12, 14
information), WFBP
(share information),
Farming Connect, WG DESD

• Forest Research continues to gather,
update and publish information on the
web and through the press and media
on the value of woodlands and their
products.
• Working with the Wales Forest
Business Partnerships, FCW has been
promoting the benefits of using good
quality woodfuel, and advising on
sources of grant aid to encourage wood
as a fuel and on bringing woodland into
management.
• Several studies are looking at ways of
improving the wood supply chain across
Wales.

Climate change is an
overarching theme of the
strategy and many of the
actions in other sections will
also contribute towards
responding to its effects

b) Develop an approach to short rotation forestry in Wales
and provide guidance to owners and managers.

FCW, FR

4, 12, 13, 14, 20

Develop the approach for Wales by
2014.

c) Complete the development of a UK code of good practice
for forest carbon management projects.

FCGB, FCW, WG DESD, WG - DAFFE

1, 3, 4, 20

There are now four projects registered in
Wales with the Woodland Carbon Code two in Carmarthenshire, one in Powys
and one in Monmouthshire. This
equates to 202.7 ha registered (29.2 ha
validated and 173.5 not yet validated),
sequestering 84815 tCO2e (15387 tCO2e
validated and 69428 yet to be validated)
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/carboncode

Progress at March 2012
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Responding to climate change
Outcome

Action

7. Welsh woodlands
contribute to reducing
the carbon footprint of
Wales

d) Develop, publish and promote guidance and advice on
woodland management techniques which aim to manage
the carbon balance of woodlands - by reducing carbon loss,
maintaining the woodlands' ongoing effectiveness in locking
up carbon (as a sink), protecting soils and producing timber.

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported
FR, FCW, WFBP, WG 1, 2, 3, 5, 14, 16,
SEED, Farming Connect 20

Progress at March 2012
• A report, produced by Forest
Research, is to be published in 2012
summarising information on carbon
stocks and fluxes in UK forests, the
fluxes of other Greenhouse Gases, and
how these are affected by their growth
and management.
• FCW have published species diversity
guidance (http://www.forestry.gov.uk/
forestry/infd-8bag9s) which will provide
information on species choice to support
the management and ongoing
effectiveness of the carbon balance of
woodlands. FCW will publish silviculture
systems guidance in summer 2012.
• The WG target to create 100,000 ha of
new woodland by 2030 will increase the
carbon sink woodlands provide.
• A project is underway to assess the
afforested peat resource in Wales to
target restoration and reduce carbon
loss from these soils. See 4b with
regards to the inventory of Welsh
peatlands.
FR - River Dyfi Catchment Project
(read more...)
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Responding to climate change
Outcome

Action

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

7. Welsh woodlands
contribute to reducing
the carbon footprint of
Wales

e) Develop, publish and promote good practice guidelines
emerging from FUTUREforest

FCW and other EU
partners

1, 2, 3, 16, 20

Progress at March 2012
The EU-funded FUTUREforest project
ended in December 2011. Its third and
final phases was 'Transfer to policy' and
at the closing conference in Brussels in
November 2011 the final project report
'Voice of the Regions' was launched.
A project report from a Welsh perspective
was also published 'Welsh woodlands
and forests - European answers for
the future'.
For further information go to
http://www.futureforest.eu/

f) Develop, publish and promote guidance on the role of
woodlands and trees in helping us to adapt to climate change.
Promote the ability of trees to reduce temperatures by providing
shade for people and buildings, particularly in urban areas.
Promote their ability to help to reduce the pressure on urban
drainage systems.

FR, FCW, EAW, WLGA

3, 6, 20

• Forest Research have published a
wide range of literature to provide
scientific evidence. Forest Research
published last year - Woodland for
Water: Woodland measures for meeting
Water Framework Directive objectives.
• River Basin Management Plans - this
is ongoing, they are expected to be
delivered by 2015. The last review of the
actions with the Environment Agency
Wales (EAW) River Basin Manager was
in January 2012.
• The ongoing work in the Heads
of the Valleys and Western Valleys
regeneration areas seeks to promote
the value of trees to society.

print

23

previous
page

contents

next
page

Woodlands for Wales
Action Plan
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Woodlands for people
Outcome

Action

8. More communities
a) Identify organisations already contributing to or promoting
benefit from woodlands public involvement in woodland, aiming to fill any gaps.
and trees

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported
FCW

FCW
b) Review and, where appropriate, revise the consultation
processes relevant to woodlands, including those linked to the
Better Woodlands for Wales programme and to the WGWE,
aiming to be inclusive and giving everyone an opportunity to
contribute.

Progress at March 2012

1, 3, 9, 10, 11

Initial meeting in Feb 2011 of FCW, WCVA
and Llais y Goedwig community
woodland network, to review the
promotion of public involvement with
woodlands.
• Ongoing and developing work in
partnership with a range of third sector
organisations and community groups in
the delivery of the strategic woodland
plans in the Heads of the Valleys and
Western Valleys Regeneration Areas.
• Community food pilot projects on the
WGWE being taken forward through the
Woodlands and You framework in
partnership with BTCV, Keep Wales Tidy
and the Federation of City Farms and
Community Gardens.

1, 3

FCW developing a pilot framework in
South Wales to ensure that consultation,
engagement and information giving
processes in relation to the
management of WGWE are
appropriately managed and resourced,
drawing on best practice guidance and
support.
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Woodlands for people
Outcome

Action

8. More communities
c) Explore the legal and operational issues associated with
benefit from woodlands transferring woodland management responsibilities to
and trees
community groups and enterprises. Formalise ways of
working in partnership in order to deliver effective community
development objectives, particularly in relation to the WGWE.

d) Develop, publish and promote guidance for woodland
owners and organisations working with communities.

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Progress at March 2012

FCW, Llais y Goedwig,
Development Trust
Association Wales

1, 9, 10, 11, 16

FCW launched the Woodlands and You
public involvement framework in June
2011, setting out a Wales-wide
consistent process for community
groups, individuals and social
enterprises to bring forward ideas for
events, activities and longer term
projects on the WGWE. Woodlands
have huge potential to benefit
communities in many ways for example
hundreds of individuals and groups of
all kinds are all welcomed in each year
to use the WGWE to undertake an
extraordinary range of activities.

FCW, Llais y Goedwig,
WLGA

1, 3, 4, 9, 10,
11, 16

• FCW Corporate Programme on public
involvement and enterprise related to
woodlands was published 2010.
• FCW continued to support Llais y
Goedwig, the community woodland
network for Wales.
http://llaisygoedwig.org.uk/what-wedo/case-studies/
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Woodlands for people
Outcome

Action

8. More communities
e) Develop, publish and promote guidance and support for
benefit from woodlands communities and other groups to help them establish
and trees
beneficial links with woodlands and woodland owners.

f) Help identify the best ways for communities to access
funding and resources for woodland activities, providing
support and promoting opportunities.

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Progress at March 2012

FCW, Llais y Goedwig

1,9,10,11,16

Llais y Goedwig has published a series
of case studies; these case studies
reflect and offer advice to groups
seeking to develop a community
woodland group:
http://llaisygoedwig.org.uk/

WCVA, Llais y
Goedwig, FCW

9, 10,11,15

• Llais y Goedwig has established a
Funding Portal on their website
http://llaisygoedwig.org.uk/resources/
funding/funding-portal/
• County Voluntary Councils and WCVA
continue to offer funding and
development support to community
groups.
• FCW's `Working Together' webpage
has been revised and improved to
provide further information on support
and networking opportunities.

print

26

previous
page

contents

next
page

Woodlands for Wales
Action Plan
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Woodlands for people
Outcome

Action

8. More communities
g) Initiate a partnership approach to managing woodlands
benefit from woodlands and trees as a tool for regeneration, focussing on the
and trees
Strategic Regeneration Areas and using the Heads of the
Valleys project as a pilot.

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported
FCW, Strategic
Regeneration
Partnerships, CCW

6,11,15,16

Progress at March 2012
Dedicated lead FCW Officers in the
Heads of the Valleys (HoV) and Western
Valleys (WV) Regeneration Areas have
completed the development of Strategic
Woodland Plans and begin delivering
these plans in partnership with a range
of local statutory and third sector
organisations - aiming to maximise
social, economic and environmental
benefits and outcomes for local
communities.
• In the HoV 13 Priority Woodlands have
been identified and the task of
developing a costed and funded
programme of work for them, embedded
in the HoV programme, has begun.

h) Through the publication and promotion of case studies,
provide information on all aspects of public involvement
in woodlands.

FCW

6, 9, 10, 11,16

FCW has published a series of case studies
describing a range of projects and
initiatives.
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD8J8EHB
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Woodlands for people
Outcome

Action

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

9. More people enjoy
the life-long learning
benefits of woodlands
and their products

a) Continue to encourage and support the use of woodlands
as a lifelong learning resource, highlighting the value and
benefits of wood and woodlands in people’s day to day lives.

Woodlands for
Learning Forum, WG DES, FCW

8, 10, 15

Progress at March 2012
• The Woodlands for Learning Forum and
Forest Education Initiative encourage and
support the use of woodlands for learning.
• The FCW Woodlands for Learning Team
(WFLT) provides teacher training
experiences to highlight the benefits of
woodlands and their products in people's
day to day lives.
• FCW Woodlands for Learning team ran
their annual Woodlands for Learning
conference in partnership with EBP
(Education Business Partnership) on a
careers theme with Year 10 and 11. The
event was visited by John Griffiths AM Minister for the Environment and
Sustainable Development with responsibility
for forestry in Wales.
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Woodlands for people
Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

There are further actions
in the Integrated Forest
Sector section under
outcome 15 'A thriving
skilled workforce in the
forestry sector'

b) Continue to develop Forest School as a delivery mechanism FCW, FSW, FEI
including, for example, programmes for the Foundation
Phase, 14-19 Learning Pathways, adults and play; and provide
training, continued professional development and networking
for practitioners.

8, 10, 15

Progress at March 2012
• Forest School continues to grow both in
terms of programme delivery and training.
An FCW funded Level 4 Training the Trainer
project has commenced focusing on
delivery and assessment through the
medium of Welsh and courses at Level 1 to
3 are running across Wales.
• A survey of Forest School Leaders in
Wales was undertaken by FCW, to
establish the current coverage across
Wales of active trained independent and
school based Forest School Leaders,
identifying key success factors, barriers to
delivery and gaps in provision.
Recommendations will be taken forward
in 2012.
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Woodlands for people
Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

9. More people enjoy
the life-long learning
benefits
of woodlands and their
products

c) Highlight the national and local opportunities that
woodland offers for 14-19 Learning Pathways.

FCW, WG - DES, 14-19
Learning Pathways
Partnerships

8, 15

Through the Woodlands for Learning
Forum progress has been made to
identify local 14-19 Pathway Coordinators. FCW developed three case
studies highlighting work with secondary
schools, including delivering elements of
the Geography curriculum to visiting
schools from England at Coed Y Brenin
and delivering elements of the Welsh
Baccalaureate.

d) Work with the forest industry in Wales to provide
opportunities, across the range of sector skills, for work
experience and pathways to employment.

WFBP, Lantra, FCW, FEI

8, 11, 15

• Working with the forest sector, FCW has
developed a suite of video and case study
`career stories' for use online and at
exhibitions, shows and fairs. These will
`go live' in 2012.
• FCW piloted a work experience
framework and rolled it out across Wales.
• FCW has introduced social procurement
clauses into their long term contracts,
encouraging training, development and
apprenticeships within the forest sector.
• FCW has piloted the development of
`training coupes' in forests in Mid Wales,
removing specific coupes from their
harvesting schedule and putting them
aside to facilitate sector skills training
courses hosted by the RDP funded Focus
on Forestry First.

Progress at March 2012
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Woodlands for people
Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

Progress at March 2012

9. More people enjoy
the life-long learning
benefits
of woodlands and their
products

e) Align woodland learning pathways and training, aiming
to ensure that new and existing activities are accredited and
can integrate into the Credit and Qualifications Framework for
Wales (CQFW) where appropriate.

FCW, WG - DES, WFBP

8, 11, 15

FCW continues to facilitate the Forest
School Training Network and work with
Agored Cymru regarding Forest School
qualifications and the Credit and
Qualifications Framework for Wales.

f) Develop pilot projects examining how woodlands can be
used as a valuable resource for play.

FCW, Play Wales

6, 8, 10

FCW Woodland for Learning team
completed an 8-week play-based
project with children aged 3-4, which
has been reported by the BBC and
Nursery World.

g) Publicise and extend the opportunities for woodland
volunteers.

WCVA, FCW

1, 8, 9, 10

Developed FCW policy for working with
volunteers - this will be published in
2012-13.

print

31

previous
page

contents

next
page

Woodlands for Wales
Action Plan
6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Woodlands for people
Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

10. More people live
healthier lives as a
result of their use and
enjoyment of
woodlands

a) Provide, develop and promote well-managed, targeted
FCW, CCW, WT, WLGA
woodland access throughout Wales; provide and develop
suitable infrastructure (such as pathways) and facilities in
woodlands that feel safe and welcoming. Publish good
practice guidelines and involve local communities and groups
wherever appropriate.

b) Work with statutory Local Access Fora, to help deliver
Rights of Way Improvement Plans.

CCW, FCW, WLGA

Progress at March 2012

1, 3, 6, 8, 9, 16 • FCW's Valleys Regional Park (VRP)
seconded Officer continued to work with
the VRP partnership to take forward
opportunities in key WGWE woodlands
(e.g. those in the Brecon Beacons
National Park Waterfalls Area) to provide
improved facilities and promote tourism
opportunities and community
regeneration benefits.
• FCW also secured funding to improve
recreation facilities at Newborough Forest
where visitor numbers are approaching
200,000 people per year, and
constructed the first 6km of (Blue) trail at
Coed y Brenin forest park for families and
riders of all abilities.
• FCW continued development work with
communities and partners in the Heads
of the Valleys and Western Valleys to
identify and implement improved access
opportunities in identified priority
woodlands.
6, 8

Implementation supported through
ROWIP Funding Programme. This is
ongoing with work undertaken in
woodlands as appropriate.
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Woodlands for people
Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

Progress at March 2012

10. More people live
healthier lives as a
result of their use and
enjoyment of
woodlands

c) Develop a robust evidence base to enable spatial targeting
of public access to woodlands and of public involvement in
woodlands.

FCW

6, 8

The Heads of the Valleys and Western
Valleys strategic woodland plans are now
complete. Using a spatial targeting
methodology, existing woodlands and sites
for new planting have been identified,
which have the greatest potential for
delivery of multiple benefits (economic,
environmental and social) for local
communities. FCW staff are now working
with local communities, local statutory
bodies and third sector partners to develop
long-term visions and action plans for
investment in these priority areas.

d) Review and improve promotion and marketing of the
access and recreation opportunities that woodlands in Wales
can offer.

FCW

8, 9, 19

To report back by end of March 2013.

e) Promote the use of woodlands for health and well-being
by contributing to the appropriate networks, involving a wide
range of statutory and third sector organisations.

FCW, WG - Public
8, 13
Health Wales, Institute
for Rural Health

An Outdoor Health Forum was set up in Feb
2011 involving CCW, Sports Council Wales,
EAW, WG, FCW and Public Health Wales to
deliver the aims of Creating an Active Wales
(WG's physical activity action plan)
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/cultureand
sport/sportandactiverecreation/active/
?lang=en
• Working in partnership with FCW, Coed
Lleol continues to deliver its Actif Woods
programme - promoting the health benefits
of woodlands for people experiencing
mental or physical ill health. Learning from
the pilots in Aberystwyth and Treherbert will
inform future partnerships in Wrexham and
Neath Port Talbot in 2012.
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Outcome

Action

11. More people benefit
from woodland-related
enterprises

a) Promote and provide support and guidance for enterprise
opportunities associated with woodlands, for example
tourism and non-timber forest products.

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported
FCW

8, 13

Progress at March 2012
• FCW launched its Woodlands and You
public involvement framework in June
2011, setting out a Wales wide consistent
process for community groups,
individuals and social enterprises
wishing to use the WGWE, it will be fully
implemented by the end of 2012.
• FCW produced guidance for enterprise
opportunities associated with
woodlands in 2011/12 through its
Woodlands and You framework.
• FCW is currently developing a
framework for commercial enterprises
on the WGWE.
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A competitive and integrated forest sector
Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

12. More Welsh grown
timber is used in Wales

a) Publish, in 2011, the 5 yearly public and private sector
FCGB, PSPFG
production forecasts, providing baseline information on future
timber production levels from Welsh woodlands.

13

A report on the initial findings of the
production forecast exercise was
published on 12 April 2012. More
detailed reports are scheduled for later
in the year.

b) Develop improved models of tree growth and improved
economic models to quantify the impact of changing
silvicultural practices on future timber supplies. Use this
information to help develop programmes which will sustain
timber production at the national scale in the long term, and
at current levels for the WGWE in the short to medium term.

1, 2, 3, 13

Forest Research is currently developing
models of tree growth that will be
applicable to changing silvicultural
practices. As woodlands are managed
to move from mostly single-aged singlespecies stands to mixed-age mixedspecies, these yield models will be used
to predict their development.
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/website/
forestresearch.nsf/ByUnique/INFD8BXETZ
Tree species guidance:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/Species
Guidance_Glastirpage20101021.pdf/$FIL
E/SpeciesGuidance_Glastirpage2010102
1.pdf

FR, FCW

Progress at March 2012
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A competitive and integrated forest sector
Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

Progress at March 2012

12. More Welsh grown
timber is used in Wales

c) Develop, publish and promote guidance for growers and
processors on the timber properties of the tree species that
will (or are likely to) form the future woodlands of Wales,
to help them make informed investment decisions.

FCW, FR, WFBP

2, 3, 14

Forest Research is developing
information on timber qualities and
properties of different tree species.
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/
HCOU-4U4JEQ
This has now been completed for Sitka
spruce and pine
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/fcrn005.
pdf/$FILE/fcrn005.pdf The development
of information on other species will
continue.

d) Establish a network of research and practical
demonstration projects to provide information on forest
management techniques, product quality and product
development.

WFBP, FR

2, 3, 14

• Will fully report back on progress in
2013/14.
WFBP has organised 'Bridging the Gap'
events and workshops to promote the
wider use of Welsh timber and timber
products in construction, timber framing,
cladding and fittings.
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A competitive and integrated forest sector
Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

Progress at March 2012

13. The forest sector is
better integrated and
more competitive,
supporting the Welsh
economy

a) Publish, promote and maintain a list of current sources of
financial support for forestry enterprises at all levels; identify
any gaps in current financial support and seek additional
funding to fill these.

WFBP

8, 11, 12, 14

Opportunities for
enterprises can also be
found in the 'Woodlands
for people' section

b) Support organisations that encourage networking
opportunities within the forestry sector.

WG - DLGC Business
Support

7, 8, 11, 13, 14, • Ongoing, with networking
15
opportunities and events led by WFBP
and others.

This has been delayed by changes in
the funding streams, WFBP and ConFor
have engaged in the development of
Glastir and FCW are engaged with WG
over the future use of Axis 1 and Axis 2
of the RDP.

• Continue to support the Forestry Hub
in Machynlleth, which allows links
between the traditional forest sector
and the third sector.
c) Identify existing best practice, and build on experience to
develop models for woodland related enterprises, including
social enterprises; publish and promote case studies
illustrating best practice and lessons learnt.

WFBP, FCW, Coed
Cymru

7, 8, 11, 13, 14, Please link to the main Wales Forest
15
Business Partnership
http://www.wfbp.org/ for case studies
for Woodknowledge Wales/Woodsource
Wales and Woodfuel Wales.

d) Publish and roll out a Supply Chain Action Plan for
woodland products.

FCW, WFBP

8, 12, 14

• Supply Chain Action Plan will be
published in 2012.
• The Woodfuel Wales Quality Assurance
Manual was launched at the 2011 Royal
Welsh Show and a number of suppliers
are now able to provide Quality
Assured Fuel.
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A competitive and integrated forest sector
Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

Progress at March 2012

14. Increased use of
timber as a key
renewable resource

a) Develop, publish and promote guidance for policy makers,
planners, architects and end users on the benefits of timber,
to help stimulate market demand for timber products.

WFBP

7, 12, 13

The FC GB funded research project
'Wood Footprinter Methodology Toolkit'
http://www.woodfootprint.co.uk/
provides information
Using the information gathered through
the supply chain analysis produce a Supply
Chain Action Plan.

b) Develop, publish and promote guidance on procurement
by public sector bodies, to help increase the use of timber
products.

WFBP

7, 12, 13

FCW produced the "Sustainable Design
and Construction Assessment Framework"
which enables the source of goods and
services to be used in a scoring matrix
when assessing tenders.
The Framework is available as part of the
FCW Procurement Guidance and has been
shared with interested parties.

c) Provide opportunities to showcase timber and wood
products, to encourage their wider use.

WFBP

7, 12, 13

d) Develop the application for CONSTRUCT.

FCW

7, 12, 13

• Working through the WFBP and others,
there are several websites that enable
potential customers to identify products and
suppliers of Welsh timber and timber
products. http://www.wfbp.org/
• Through the Wood Knowledge Wales
initiative, work continues to link forest sector
growers and processors to developers and
architects, creating opportunities to
encourage greater use of Welsh timber in
products and construction projects.
The CONSTRUCT project application was
submitted under the final call for
INTERREG IVC projects. Unfortunately the
application was not approved, even
though it came very close to attaining
the qualifying score.
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A competitive and integrated forest sector
Outcome

Action

15. A thriving skilled
a) Ensure that learning materials and activities explain the
workforce in the forestry importance of active woodland management, and the use
sector
of timber as a valuable renewable resource which can help
to mitigate the effects of climate change through carbon
sequestration and substitution. Learning materials should
stress the need to use timber wisely and to consider the future
availability of timber from Welsh and global markets.
Opportunities for learning
and training can also be
found in the 'Woodlands
for people' section

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported
FCW Woodlands for
Learning team, FEI,
WFBP, Focus on
Forestry First

• The importance of woodland
management and the use of timber is
integrated into educational activities
undertaken by the FCW Woodlands for
Learning team.
• Woodland management now forms
part of the Forest School leader training.

FCW, WG - DES,
b) Assess the skills needed at all levels of the sector, and the
availability of appropriate education and training. Where there are Lantra, WFBP
gaps, work with others to develop accredited training opportunities.

c) Review, develop and promote flexible schemes for
apprenticeships, work placements and accredited woodland
learning pathways within the sector.

1, 7, 8, 9, 12,
13, 14, 16

Progress at March 2012

8, 9, 11

FCW, WG - DES, Lantra 8, 9, 11

FCW has undertaken a Forestry
Resource (Wales) Study to establish
sector skills gaps, future employment
opportunities and timber flows.
Recommendations from this will be
considered during 2012.
• Working with the forest sector, FCW
has developed a suite of video and
case study `career stories' for use
online and at exhibitions, shows and
fairs. These will `go live' in 2012.
• FCW piloted a work experience
framework and rolled it out across
Wales.
• FCW has introduced social
procurement clauses into their long
term contracts, encouraging training,
development and apprenticeships
within the forest sector.
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Environmental quality
Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

Progress at March 2012

16. Woodland
management achieves
the highest standards of
environmental
stewardship

a) Help to manage and reduce the impact of wildlife crime
and criminal damage on woodlands and their biodiversity,
by developing a joint approach to these problems as part
of the partnership agreement between CCW and FCW.

FCW, CCW

1, 2, 3

Wales Biodiversity Partnership have set
up a Wildlife Crime Enforcement Group.
FCW has representation in this group.

Actions on information
and advice, UK Forestry
Standard and
approaches to tackle
threats from non-native
invasive species are
dealt with under the
Welsh woodlands and
trees theme.

b) Work with public and third sector organisations to develop
guidance for woodland managers to help them manage
and reduce antisocial behaviour, criminal activities and
environmental nuisances such as fly tipping and vehicle
trespass in woodlands. Develop pilot projects, exploring
education and prevention as alternative means of managing
these problems.

WG - Police Liaison,
Fly-tipping Action
Wales (Taclo Tipio
Cymru), FCW

1, 2, 3

FCW and the police launched a new
guide with tips on how to tackle crime in
the woodlands of Wales in 2011. The
leaflet - A Guide to Dealing with
Woodland Crime in Wales - was
published in response to rising levels of
crime and antisocial activities in
woodlands and is supported by all four
Welsh police forces.

c) Work with partners to improve environmental standards
of woodland management.

FCW, CCW, EAW,
Cadw, WFBP, FCA

1, 2, 3

Ongoing.
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Environmental quality
Outcome

Action

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

17. Woodlands and
trees of special
conservation value are
in favourable
management

a) Implement the responsibilities in relation to woodlands
as defined in the WG Biodiversity Framework.

WBP Woodland
Ecosystem Group

18

Ongoing, monitored through Biodiversity
Actions Reporting System (BARS).

b) To bring designated sites into favourable management,
support woodland managers implementing the actions
defined in the Wales Biodiversity Partnership's Sites Actions
Database.

WG Environment
Strategy Outcome 21
working Group,
CCW

18

FCW has updated the special sites
database with actions that have been
completed or are underway or planned.
(More than 70% of special sites
identified for action by FCW have moved
towards favourable management, i.e.
the action has been agreed, is planned,
underway or complete). The working
group is piloting joint working between
CCW, EAW and FCW to identify
opportunities to further management
towards favourable condition.

c) Roll out to the whole of Wales the successful pilot project to
revise the Ancient Woodland inventory; promote, publicise
and use the revised inventory.

FCW and CCW

18

The revised Ancient Woodland Inventory
was completed in 2011; this will be rolled
out during 2012.

2, 3,17

Will report on progress in 2014.

WG - DESD, WLGA,
d) Review existing tree protection measures, including those
FCW, CCW, WT
currently in Planning Policy Wales; identify new mechanisms
to monitor and manage individual trees of value including
veteran trees, street and hedgerow trees, trees in parks and
rare trees; publish and promote the new policy and guidance.

Progress at March 2012

print

41

previous
page

contents

next
page

Woodlands for Wales
Action Plan
6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Environmental quality
Outcome

Action

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

17. Woodlands and
trees of special
conservation value are
in favourable
management

e) Plan, prioritise and implement as approriate the restoration
of PAWS on the WGWE and encourage PAWS restoration in the
private sector with support from the Better Woodlands for
Wales grant scheme.

FCW, WBP Woodland
Ecosystem Group (in
the case of private
woodlands)

1,18, 19

Progress at March 2012
• Initial PAWS planning and prioritisation
completed on WGWE. Completed first
year of a more detailed PAWS survey in
Coed y Cymoedd forest district which
will be extended to all the WGWE and
completed by 2014.
• FCW are currently joining new PAWS
data from South Wales with information
collected for the rest of Wales to be used
for future programming to refine our
prioritisation of PAWS sites on the WGWE
and inform our decisions on future
management, this work will be
completed by 2014.
• BWW closed to new applications in
Dec 2010. Restoration of PAWS in private
woodlands will be supported through
Glastir from 2013.
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6. Action Plan Table of themes, actions and organisations responsible
Environmental quality
Outcome

Action

18. Woodland
biodiversity
is supported and native
woodland is in
favourable
management

a) Work towards the targets of the native woodland Habitat
Action Plan (for condition, extent, restoration, conversion and
expansion) on the WGWE; and encourage other woodland
owners and managers to do the same.

Actions taking forward
conversion of woodlands
to a more natural state is
discussed under the
Welsh woodlands and
trees theme

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported
WBP Woodland
Ecosystem Group,
UKNWHAP group

Progress at March 2012

1, 2, 16, 17

The Woodland Ecosystem Group will be
revising the targets in 2012. Delivery is
ongoing with FCW surveying ancient
woodland sites on the WGWE. The
Glastir Woodland Creation and
management schemes developed by
FCW in 2011 encourage the expansion of
native woodland by the private sector
and the restoration of PAWS.

WBP Ecosystem
b) Identify areas where woodland should be permanently
Groups
removed for the purpose of priority habitat restoration, if the
open habitat would provide a greater environmental benefit
than the woodland. Plan and prioritise habitat restoration and
management of these areas, within the WGWE.

3,17

Forest Research has recently completed
an inventory of Welsh peatlands,
including for the first time a detailed
assessment of deep peat that has been
planted with trees. The report and
accompanying maps and field
assessment protocols are being
prepared for publication. This work was
commissioned by FCW in partnership
with CCW, Environment Agency Wales
and the WG.

WBP Woodland
c) Review, plan and prioritise a targeted programme for
halting the loss of the protected and priority woodland species Ecosystem Group
that are on the Section 42 priority species list for Wales and
encourage its implementation.

2, 3, 16, 17

The Woodland Ecosystem Group and
the species expert group have helped
develop guidance on habitat
management for priority species which
has been included in the Glastir
Woodland management scheme. The
groups will develop this guidance for
other managers; programme to be
developed by end of March 2014.
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Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

18. Woodland
biodiversity
is supported and native
woodland is in
favourable
management

WBP Woodland
d) Identify appropriate opportunities for improving habitat
Ecosystem Group
connectivity between and within woodlands and other
habitats across Wales, taking account of conservation efforts
for Section 42 priority woodland species; and plan and
encourage reconnection of these areas in future, with support
from relevant grant schemes.

2, 3, 17

Progress at March 2012
As c) above for Section 42 species.
Habitat connectivity work has
progressed with habitat prioritisation
being undertaken by all the ecosystem
groups, CCW and FCW to develop
woodland habitat networks. Ongoing,
with report on progress to be produced
by end of March 2014.
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Environmental quality
Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported

Outcome

Action

19. Woodlands and
trees make a positive
contribution to the
special landscape
character of Wales and
to sites of heritage and
cultural importance

a) Review and improve existing mechanisms for assessing the Cadw, CCW, FCW,
contribution made to landscape character and quality in
Archaeological Trusts
Wales by the nature and character of woodlands and trees;
review and improve the process of applying the assessments
to land-use decisions, including decisions about historic
landscapes, new woodland creation and open habitat
restoration.

Action to improve public
involvement and access
is covered in the
Woodlands for People
section. Architectural use
of wood is covered in the
Competitive and
Integrated Forest Sector
section

b) Review and improve existing mechanisms to protect and
manage archaeological sites within woodlands as well as
the historical and heritage value of the woodlands and trees
themselves.

FCW, Cadw

Progress at March 2012

5, 8, 9, 17, 18,
19

Will report on progress by end of March
2014.

3, 8, 18

The review is ongoing; will report on
progress by end of March 2014.
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Environmental quality
Outcome

Action

20. New and existing
trees and woodland
contribute to water and
soil management

a) Ensure woodland management guidance takes account
of the Water Framework Directive and the Welsh
Government's Soil Action Plan; revise the FCGB Soil and Water
Guidelines to accompany UKFS.

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported
FCGB, FCW, EAW,
CCW, WG - BETS, WG SEED

3, 5, 16

Progress at March 2012
The Forests and water guidelines were
published on 3 November 2011 following
a full revision of the UKFS.
A communication plan has been
developed by FCW, with the intention
to deliver a series of seminars in three
phases:
• Phase 1 was delivered to
representatives from FCW, UPM Tillhill,
EAW and WG in December 2011 and
provided a high level overview of the
requirements of the WFD, changes to
the 5th edition of the Forest and Water
guidelines and the ongoing
development of support guidance.
• Phase 2 was delivered via 4 seminars
between January and March 2012
aimed at FCW and EAW staff.
• Phase 3 will be delivered between
March and May 2012 and will target the
private element of the forestry sector
with a focus on WFD, 5th edition of the
forest and water guidelines and good
practice case studies in the field.
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Environmental quality
Outcome

Action

Actions to develop
b) Gather baseline information and build on existing research
payments for the services to establish a range of demonstration sites to highlight the
woodlands can provide to actual effects of woodlands at catchment level.
manage diffuse pollution,
soils and water are
covered in the Welsh
Woodlands and Trees
section

Lead Organisations
Additional
with principal supporting outcomes
organisations
supported
FR, FCGB, EAW, CCW,
Wales Environmental
Research Hub

3, 4, 5

Progress at March 2012
• Catchment Flood Management Plans provide spatial policy decisions across
the whole of Wales for the most
appropriate way of managing flood risk
within the various catchments. FCW
regard these plans for those parts of
Wales where the development of new
woodland planting could support flood
risk management.
• Also see Outcome 7f regarding river
basin management plans.

c) To inform the targeting of new woodland creation,
undertake spatial analysis to demonstrate where woodland
and trees would provide benefits for the management of soil
and water (e.g. in reducing flood risk and diffuse pollution).

FR, FCW, EAW, CEH,
CCW

3, 4, 5

Working with EAW, CCW and WG, FCW
has produced an opportunities map to
identify appropriate areas for woodland
creation through Glastir. Further detailed
analysis will identify specific areas for
soil and water management. The
woodland creation opportunities
map will be reviewed during 2012/13.
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Appendix 1
Environment Strategy outcomes which Woodlands for Wales helps to deliver
No

Outcomes

7

Wales’ greenhouse gas emissions are minimised, consistent with Wales contributing fully to meeting UK-wide targets and in line with
more specific Wales targets that are in development.

8

Wales has improved resilience to the impacts of climate change. A clear, flexible programme of measures is in place to enable Wales
to respond and adapt to climate change.

16

Soil is managed to safeguard its ability to support plants and animals, store carbon and provide other important ecosystem services.

18

The use of alternative materials, secondary and recycled aggregates is maximised where possible in the construction industry.

19

The loss of biodiversity has been halted and we can see a definite recovery in the number, range and genetic diversity of wildlife,
including those species that need very specific conditions to survive.

20

The wider environment is more favourable to biodiversity through appropriate management, reduced habitat fragmentation and
increased extent and interconnectivity of habitats.

21

Sites of international, Welsh and local importance are in favourable condition to support the species and habitats for which they
have been identified.

23

The quality and diversity of the natural and historic character of our landscape and seascape is maintained and enhanced.

27

There is easy, equitable access to ample high quality green space.

29

There is sustainable, widespread and equitable access to the countryside and coast, which recognises the need for a balance
between tranquil areas supporting larger numbers of people in a range of activities. Damaging access will be discouraged.

35

The quality of our groundwater, rivers, lakes and coastal waters is maintained and enhanced.

36

Diffuse pollution is better understood and action is being taken to reduce and manage diffuse pollution.
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Acronyms and glossary

A commitment to transforming learning provision for all young people in Wales, it addresses the need for a flexible and
balanced approach to the education of 14-19 year olds.
Measures reducing vulnerability to the impacts of climate change, for example by increasing readiness for pests
and winds, creating woodland networks, and using woodlands in flood management.
Ancient woodland Sites that have been continuously wooded since before 1600AD.
Archaeological
The four Archaeological Trusts in Wales maintain regional Historic Environment Records, and are concerned with policies
Trusts
relevant to the preservation, recording, interpretation and presentation of the archaeology, historic landscapes and built
heritage of Wales.
ASNW
Ancient semi-natural woodland is ancient woodland where the trees and shrubs are semi-natural. These are generally
the most important woodlands for biodiversity.
BAP
A Biodiversity Action Plan is a plan for a key habitat or species, to establish the factors for its decline and the work
necessary for its recovery. National BAPs are approved by Government and form part of the overall UK Biodiversity Action
Plan. The original impetus for these plans derives from the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity.
BARS
Biodiversity Action Reporting System is the reporting system for UK national, local and company BAPs, and for the
Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans of all four UK countries.
Biodiversity
The variety of ecosystems and living organisms (species), including genetic variation within species.
BWW
Better Woodlands for Wales is the woodland grant scheme administered by FCW.
The scheme closed to new applicants in December 2010.
Cadw
The historic environment service of the WG.
Carbon footprint
A representation of the effect that human activities have on the climate in terms of the net amount of greenhouse gases
produced, usually measured as tonnes of carbon in the form of carbon dioxide equivalent.
CCFG
Continuous Cover Forestry Group promotes the transformation of even-aged plantations to structurally, visually and
biologically diverse forests, in which sustainable production of quality timber is undertaken with the application of the
principles of continuous cover management. CCFG is a member of ProSilva Europe, a federation of forestry organisations
committed to advancing 'close to nature' silvicultural systems.
14-19 Learning
Pathways
Adaptation
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CCW

The Countryside Council for Wales is the Government's statutory advisor on sustaining natural beauty, wildlife and the
opportunity for outdoor enjoyment in Wales and its inshore waters.

CEH

The Centre for Ecology and Hydrology is a leading UK body for research and monitoring in terrestrial and
freshwater sciences.

Climate change

Natural and human-induced changes in the ‘average weather’ of a region. (The term ‘global warming’ was previously
used synonymously with ‘climate change’).

Coed Cymru

An all Wales initiative to promote the management of broadleaf woodlands and the use of locally grown hardwood
timber in Wales.

Coed Lleol

A partnership project hosted by the Smallwoods Association with a steering group of representatives from FCW, CCW,
Woodland Trust, the Wildlife Trusts, Tir Coed, the Health Service in Wales, and representatives of community woodland
groups and self-employed foresters. It aims to help more people enjoy and care for woodlands in Wales.

Community

A group of people holding something in common, such as a place or a common interest.

ConFor

Confederation of Forest Industries, an organisation established to help build the market for timber, timber products
and forest services, and create a supportive policy environment for the forest industries.

CONSTRUCT

An Interreg IV C project being developed with the aim of increasing the amount of sustainable renewable timber that
is used in the construction of low and zero carbon houses and buildings.

Continuous Cover
Forestry

or Closer to Nature Forest Management management of foreststs where a permanent growing stock is
maintained and increment is removed in cyclical interventions.

CQFW

Credit and Qualifications Framework for Wales, a single unifying framework that merges the concept of volume of
learning achievements (credit) with the concept of demands made on the learner by that learning (level) to create a
system embracing all types and styles of learning, and all qualifications. Since 2003, all learning offered in Wales,
including mainstream qualifications, is gradually being brought into the CQFW.

Deer Initiative
in Wales

A broad partnership of statutory, voluntary and private interests dedicated to "ensuring the delivery of a sustainable,
well-managed wild deer population in Wales".

Defra

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, the UK government department responsible for policy and
regulations on the environment, food and rural affairs.
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Development Trusts An independent organisation promoting and supporting the community enterprise and regeneration work of the
Association Wales 40 development trusts in Wales.
EAW

Environment Agency Wales is an Sponsored Public Body responsible to the National Assembly for Wales (and
an Executive Non-Departmental Public Body responsible to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
in England). The EAW plays a central role in delivering government environmental priorities in England and Wales.

Ecosystem

The interaction of communities of plants and animals (including humans) with each other and with the non-living
environment. Balanced ecosystems are stable when considered over the long term - hundreds of years in the case
of woodlands.

Ecosystem services Collective term for the multitude of resources and processes supplied by natural ecosystems, which benefit humankind.
Ecosystem services are distinguished from other ecosystem products and functions because there is human demand for
them, and many studies have attempted to quantify their economic value. Ecosystem services include provisioning
services (food, water and timber); cultural services (recreational, health, aesthetic, and spiritual benefits); regulating
services (protection of water and soil resources; provision of shelter, shade and cooling, locking up atmospheric carbon);
and supporting services (soil formation and photosynthesis).
Farming Connect

A WG scheme providing subsidised one-to-one support, knowledge, expertise, training and advisory services to help
develop farm businesses.

FCA

Forestry Contracting Association

FCGB

Forestry Commission of Great Britain, the government department responsible for the protection and expansion of
Britain's forests and woodlands.

FCW

Forestry Commission Wales acts as the WG’s Department of Forestry, responsible for managing the 38 per cent
of Welsh woodlands on the WGWE. On behalf of the WG, FCW advises on the development of forestry policy and its
implementation; encourages sustainable woodland management within the private sector; administers grants; and is
responsible for regulatory work, including licensing felling and replanting.

FEI

Forest Education Initiative, a partnership of forestry and timber-processing sectors with environmentalists and educators.
FEI aims to increase understanding and appreciation, particularly among young people, of the environmental, social, and
economic potential of trees, woodlands and forests and of the link between the tree and everyday wood products. FEI
works with young people through its national network of local cluster groups.
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First Steps
grant scheme

A capital grant scheme (under development) with a focus mainly on small-scale woodland creation, plus some limited
opportunities to protect and enhance existing woodlands.

Fly-tipping
A WG project, led by Environment Agency Wales, to deliver a long term reduction in fly-tipping, through business
Action Wales
engagement, education, community action, targeted publicity measures and enforcement.
(Taclo Tipio Cymru)
Forest School

An innovative educational approach to outdoor play and learning. The philosophy of Forest School is to encourage and
inspire individuals of any age through regular positive outdoor experiences. Forest Schools in Britain have been developed
and adapted from the original concept implemented in Sweden in the 1950s and developed throughout other
Scandinavian and European countries.

Forests

Generally large areas of predominantly tree covered land.

FR

Forest Research, an agency of the Forestry Commission GB providing research, development and monitoring services to
support UK forestry, the Forestry Commission and the policies of the UK Government and the devolved administrations.

FSC

Forest Stewardship Council, an international, non-governmental organisation which promotes the responsible
management of forests. FSC runs a global forest certification scheme which allows consumers to identify, purchase and
use timber and forest products produced.

FSW

Forest School Wales, a voluntary organisation supporting Forest School provision in Wales.

FUTUREforest

An INTERREG IV C European project which is looking at how trees and woodlands can adapt to the effects of climate
change and provide opportunities for mitigation. It is a partnership of 7 European regions, including Wales, sharing
experiences and ideas on water management, biodiversity, soil protection, natural risks, timber production and carbon
management. FUTUREforest aims to identify the threats, weaknesses and strengths of Europe's forests as they face up
to climate change; developing best management techniques to guide policy makers and stakeholders.

Glastir

A new WG environmental land management scheme, which in 2012 will replace five existing agri-environment schemes.
The Glastir Woodland Creation Grant was launched in October 2010. In 2013 grants for woodland management will be
incorporated into Glastir.

Global citizenship

The concept of citizenship at a global level, acknowledging one’s responsibilities not only to other people but to the Earth
itself. Global citizenship is about understanding the need to tackle injustice and inequality, and having the desire and
ability to work actively to do so. It is about valuing the Earth as precious and unique, and safeguarding the future for those
coming after us.
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Heads of the
A 15-year regeneration strategy developed in partnership with five local authorities (Rhondda Cynon Taf, Merthyr Tydfil,
Valleys programme Caerphilly, Blaenau Gwent and Torfaen) and other local stakeholders to tackle the root causes of economic inactivity and
(HoV)
other key issues in the area, within the context of the Wales Spatial Plan.
HEG

Historic Environment Group was established in 2004 to advise the WG on action to benefit and promote the historic
environment of Wales. It specifically identifies strategic issues and priorities for action. With Cadw as chair and secretariat,
members include the Civic Trust for Wales, CCW and the WLGA.

Institute for
Rural Health

A UK-wide academic charity working to inform, develop and promote the health and well-being of rural people and their
communities through research and projects, education and training, and policy analysis.

Invasive species

Non-indigenous unwanted plants and animals that adversely affect habitats they invade (economically, environmentally
or ecologically) often to the detriment of native species.

Lantra

The Sector Skills Council for environmental and land-based industries works across the whole of the UK.

Llais y Goedwig

Formally launched in February 2009, Llais y Goedwig is an association supporting and representing community
woodlands in Wales.

Local Access
Forums

The 29 Local Access Forums in Wales have a statutory function under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 to
provide advice, and to discuss the improvement and management of public access. Recreational access of all types will
be taken into consideration, including walking, horse riding, and cycling.

National Forest
Inventory

A periodic national survey identifying woodland cover; woodland by ownership; and woodland by Interpreted Forest Type.
A wide range of information is gathered, including tree species, age and stocking density.

Native species

A species that arrived in Wales without the assistance of humans during post-glacial colonisation.

Native woodland

Woods mainly or entirely composed of locally native species.

NHS Forest

An exciting national project coordinated by the Centre for Sustainable Healthcare. The project's central aims are:
· Improving health of staff, patients and communities through increasing access to green space on or near to NHS land.
· Greening the NHS Estates and with a target of 1 tree per employee amounting to 1.3 million trees.
· Encouraging greater social cohesion between NHS sites and the local community.
· Bringing together a range of professionals and volunteers to produce woodland that includes the use of art, food crops,
woodfuel and biodiversity.

Open Habitat

A habitat where there is no (or limited) tree cover e.g. Bog, heath and grassland.
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PAWS

Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites are former Ancient Semi-natural Woodlands (ASNW) that have been more or less
completely replanted with native or non-native species, degrading the ecological value of the site. The degree of loss of
biodiversity varies markedly with species planted and subsequent management.

PEFC

Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification, an independent, non-profit, non-governmental organisation
which promotes sustainably-managed forests through independent, third party certification.

Plant!

WG initiative to plant a tree for every new baby and adopted child in Wales from 1 January 2008, helping to create a Welsh
National Forest of native trees.

Play Wales
(Chwarae Cymru)

The national organisation for children’s play in Wales, an independent charity funded by the WG. The aim is to act as
a champion for children’s play, and to increase awareness and understanding of the importance of play in the health
and well-being of children.

Priority open
habitats

Habitats identified as threatened and subject to a UK BAP. These include upland heathland, blanket bog, lowland dry acid
grassland, lowland meadows and lowland calcareous grassland.

Priority species
Species identified as threatened, and subject to a UK Biodiversity Action Plan. Priority woodland species in Wales include
and priority
the spotted flycatcher, wood warbler, black grouse, bullfinch, red squirrel, dormouse and several species of bat.
woodland species
Priority woodland Woodland habitats identified as threatened, and subject to a UK Biodiversity Action Plan. The priority woodland habitats
habitats and
in Wales are upland oak woodland; upland mixed ash woodland; wet woodland; lowland beech and yew woodland;
priority native
and lowland mixed broadleaf woodland.
woodland habitats
Production
forecast

Forecast of timber availability in the public and private sectors.

PSPFG

Private Sector Production Forecasting Group (FCGB) of representatives and woodland managers develops forecasts
of timber availability for the private woodland sector.

Public Health
Wales

A National Health Service Trust, established in 2009. Public Health Wales was established as an NHS Trust on 1 October
2009. It brings together the following organisations and services:Congenital Anomaly Register and Information Service
(CARIS), National Public Health Service Wales (NPHS) , Screening Services Wales - Antenatal Screening Wales, Breast Test
Wales (BTW),Bowel Screening Wales (BSW), Cervical Screening Wales (CSW), Newborn Hearing Screening Wales, Wales
Centre for Health, Welsh Cancer Intelligence and Surveillance Unit (WCISU).
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RDP

The Rural Development Plan for Wales 2007-2013 is the mechanism by which the WG will deliver activities which support
the countryside and rural communities, thereby encouraging the sustainable management of agriculture and
the environment.

Real World
Learning Cymru

A partnership organisation that supports and promotes the delivery of out of classroom learning.

ROWIP

Rights of Way Improvement Plans, which local highway authorities in Wales are required to produce (under the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000). ROWIPs are intended to cover a 10-year period, providing a prioritised plan
for the improvement of the local rights of way network for all users.

Section 42 list

Defined by the National Assembly for Wales under Section 42 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act
2006, this is the definitive list of habitats and species of principal importance for biodiversity in Wales.

Semi-natural
woodland

Woodlands with current stands predominantly composed of trees and shrubs native to the site and not obviously planted
(there are no truly ‘natural’ woods remaining in the UK), which appear to have arisen mainly from natural regeneration or
from coppice/pollard growth from naturally-regenerated individuals.

Silviculture

The techniques of tending and regenerating woodlands, and harvesting their physical products.

SRF

Short Rotation Forestry, the cultivation of fast-growing trees for 8 – 20 years. The trees are often coppiced.

SSSI

Site of Special Scientific Interest, a conservation designation denoting an area in Britain protected for its wildlife
or geology.

Strategic
Areas designated by the WG, where there is a focus on integrated, cross-cutting initiatives aimed at economic
Regeneration Areas development and regeneration.
Substitution

The use of materials, such as woodland products, as a replacement for (in this instance) materials that are derived from
fossil fuels or produced using fossil fuels.

Supply Chain

A system of organisations, people, technology, activities, information and resources involved in moving a product
or service from supplier to customer.

Sustainability

In a general sense, the capacity to maintain a certain process or state indefinitely. The concept of sustainability applies
to all aspects of life on Earth and is commonly defined within ecological, social and economic contexts.
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management

‘The stewardship and use of forests and forest lands in a way, and at a rate, that maintains their biodiversity, productivity,
regeneration capacity, vitality and their potential to fulfil, now and in the future, relevant ecological, economic and social
functions, at local, national and global levels, and that does not cause damage to other ecosystems’ (Second Ministerial
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe, Helsinki; 1993).

UKFS

UK Forestry Standard, the UK government’s approach to sustainable forestry, sets out the criteria and standards for the
sustainable management of forests and woodlands in the UK.

UKNWHAP

UK Native Woodland Habitat Action Plan

UKWAS

UK Woodland Assurance Standard, an independent certification standard of sustainable woodland management in the UK.
UKWAS is currently the central component of the forest certification programme operated in the UK by the Forest
Stewardship Council.

Veteran tree

A tree which, because of its great age, size or condition is of exceptional value culturally, within the landscape or for wildlife.

WG

Welsh Government. Departments include:
BETS - Business, Enterprise, Technology and Science
DES - Department for Education and Skills
DLGC - Department for Local Government and Communities
DESD - Department for Environment and Sustainable Development

Wales Environment Co-ordinates environmental research in Wales, to strengthen the evidence base for the Wales Environment Strategy.
Research Hub
The Hub promotes collaboration between research providers in universities and research institutes, and users of research
(primarily government and its agencies).
Wales Spatial Plan A 20-year plan for the sustainable development of Wales - produced by the WG.
Water Framework
Directive

A substantial piece of EC legislation designed to prevent further deterioration of aquatic ecosystems, promote the
sustainable use of water and reduce water pollution. It will be the major driver for achieving sustainable management
of water in the UK and other Member States.

WBP

Wales Biodiversity Partnership provides a leadership role and an expert steer on priorities for action on biodiversity in Wales.

WCVA

Wales Council for Voluntary Action represents the voluntary sector in Wales.
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WEL

Wales Environment Link, the umbrella body for environmental organisations, is the officially-designated intermediary
body between the government and the environmental non-governmental sector in Wales. WEL is a network of
environmental and countryside non-governmental organisations, mostly with an all-Wales remit.

Welsh National
Forest

All of the woodlands in Wales, both publically and privately owned, now and in the future.

Welsh Soil
Action Plan

A component of the WG’s Environment Strategy identifying actions to be taken to protect
and improve soils, which is to be published in 2010.

WFBP

Wales Forest Business Partnership, a voluntary grouping of businesses and other organisations across the forestry sector
established to meet the objective of developing world-class forest product industries. Its members believe that
collaborative activities undertaken by WFBP will strengthen the competitiveness of their businesses and of the forestry
sector as a whole.

WLGA

Welsh Local Government Association, representing the interests of local authorities in Wales. The three fire and rescue
authorities, four police authorities and three national park authorities are associate members.

Woodland

Land where the ecological condition is, or will be, strongly influenced by the tree canopy. In terms of land cover statistics (in
the UK), woodland is currently defined as land with trees where the mature trees would cover more than 20 per cent by
area. Large tracts are generally called forests, smaller units are described in a variety of terms such as woodlands,
woods, copses and shelterbelts, but there is no minimum size for a woodland.

Woodlands for
Learning Forum

A partnership organisation which helps to maximise the use of woodlands for learning by steering developments,
ensuring that these are attuned to the learning community's needs and making most effective use of limited resources.

WT

Woodland Trust, the UK’s leading woodland conservation charity.
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