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This publication may be reproduced free of charge for non-
commercial purposes. It can therefore be photocopied for 
educational and training purposes, and no special permission 
is required for this limited reproduction. Any reproduction is 
subject to its being reproduced accurately and not 
intentionally used to mislead. Any material used or 
reproduced must be acknowledged as Northamptonshire 
County Councilsô and the title of the publication 
specified. All other rights reserved. 
 
Great care has been taken in the production of this Toolkit but 
Northamptonshire County Council accept no liability for loss, 
damage or other unsatisfactory results from implementing the 
recommendations in this pack. All information should be 
judged on a case by case basis. And further help and advice 
sought form the Pocket Park Officer.  
 
The links, address and contact details are provided for 
information and do not necessarily indicate endorsement by 
Northamptonshire County Council. Every effort was made to 
ensure that the links, addresses and contact details were 
correct at the time of publishing. 
 
Front Cover photograph: Viewing the Pond at Kettering 
General Hospital Pocket Park. 

The Toolkit draws ideas, information and best practice from 
many sources.  
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Introduction  

This guide has been written to help you establish a Pocket 

Park in your local community, for the benefit of the people and 

wildlife that live in your neighbourhood.  The guide is divided 

up into five sections. It is designed to help answer specific 

questions and where it canôt it will point you in the right 

direction to get further help.  

Northamptonshire County Council has been working in 

partnership with local communities since the early 1980ôs to 

help establish Pocket Parks across the County. Pocket Parks 

are helping to protect and conserve local wildlife, heritage and 

landscape ï caring for the countryside on our doorstep  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 1: About Pocket Parks   

You will find all the history and reasons to create a Pocket 

park and benefits of having a Pocket park.  

Section 2: Setting up a Pocket Park  

This is a large section and is broken down in to sub sections.  

You will be able to find a list of recommended stages when 

setting up a pocket park. And look at the main areas in depth.  

Section 3: Funding  

You will need to obtain funding for you Pocket Park you can 

find some ideas and suggestions on how you may go about 

this. 

Section 4: Case Studies  

Look at some case studies of successful Pocket parks 

Section 5: useful information  

A full list of useful contacts and organisations can be found.  
 



 

About Pocket Parks in 

Northamptonshire  

Pocket Park Scheme 

The Pocket Parks Scheme is operated 

by Northamptonshire County Council 

with the specific aim of helping local 

people own, manage and care for 

public green spaces in their local 

community.  The scheme is managed 

by the Pocket Parks Officer whose role 

is not only to help new Pocket Park 

groups establish but to support existing 

groups with expert help, advice and 

encouragement. 

What are Pocket Parks? 

Pocket Parks are green spaces owned 

and managed by local people 

(volunteers). They provide free open 

access to the countryside for all, at all 

times. 

They help protect and conserve local 

wildlife heritage and landscapes. Large 

or small, rural or urban, the cultural, 

social and environmental benefits and 

numerous.  

Between 31st March 2009 and April 1st 

2010 the annual volunteer hours 

contributed to the Pocket Park scheme 

across the Pocket Parks is estimated 

at nearly 19,000 hours per year.  

Pocket Park Vision 

Rolling countryside, hedgerows and 

picturesque villages characterise 

Northamptonshire. However, much of 

the countryside is inaccessible to the 

public as it is either in the ownership of 

private estates or used as arable 

farmland. The county has no 

Outstanding Areas of Natural Beauty, 

no National Parks and few sites of 

Special Scientific Interest.  

 

Before the development of the Pocket 

Parks Scheme, free public access to 

the countryside was restricted to the 

rights of way network, country parks, 

Forestry Commission woodlands and 

some nature reserves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pocket Park History 

Alan Teulon MBE, the former Head of 

Countryside Services at 

Northamptonshire County Council, 

created the Pocket Parks Scheme in 

the early 1980s, in response to both 

the need to provide greater access to 

the countryside and the demand from 

local people asking how they could 

care for and protect areas of local 

green space important to them.  

 

From the start, the scheme was a 

community-led initiative and by 1990, 

18 Pocket Parks existed. At that point, 

 



 

the scheme was expanded to include 

urban areas and the permanent post of 

Pocket Parks Officer was created to 

both manage and develop the scheme.  

 

The Scheme was so innovative that it 

became the forerunner of the 

Countryside Agency's Millennium 

Greens and Doorstep Greens 

initiatives in the 1990ôs. It also 

incorporated many sustainability and 

biodiversity principles, long before they 

became mainstream policies. The 

scheme was awarded the national 

R.I.C.S. Conservation of the 

Countryside award (1995), and has 

been recognised as a model of best 

practice with the award of Beacon 

Status Improving Urban Green Spaces 

in April 2002. Many individual Pocket 

Parks have also won awards, including 

Green Pennant Awards.  

 

The Pocket Parks Scheme continues 

to develop and expand - we now have 

over 80 Pocket Parks in the county. 

 

Benefits of Pocket Parks  

Large or small, urban or rural, the 
cultural, social and environmental 
benefits of Pocket Parks are 
numerous.  
 
Culturally they ...  

reinforce a positive link between local 
authorities and communities  

provide venues for heritage and 
cultural activities  

are cultural assets and a lasting legacy 
to future generations  

Environmentally they ...  

ensure sustainable and economic 
management of green space  

conserve and improve wildlife habitats 
through positive management 

raise environmental awareness and 
the promotion of biodiversity through 
education and practical conservation 
projects  

contribute to the maintenance of 
existing facilities and acquisition of 
new ones  

promote green tourism and the local 
economy  

Socially they ...  

provide free public access to 
community green space  

allow local people to make decisions 
on things affecting their environment 
and community  

help make safer and more sociable 
communities through greater contact 
and interaction  

improve the health, fitness and 
psychological well-being of people  

equip people with the skills and self-
confidence to tackle new challenges  

offer children a safe place to play and 
learn  

assist with the regeneration of run-
down areas 



 

Section 2: Creating a Pocket Park 

What must a Pocket Park provide? 

In order to meet the aims of the scheme and be supported a 

Pocket Park must provide: 

 Every day, all day public access 

 

 Safe and easy access ï appropriate gates and paths 

etc 

 

 A welcome sign with the parkôs name and supported by 

NCC  

 

 Finger direction Posts on lamp posts in the local area 

 

 A notice board to let people know about events and 

management 

 

 Positive management of wildlife habitats (to increase 

biodiversity or to halt declines in accordance with the 

Northamptonshire Biodiversity Action Plan)  

 

 A land tenure agreement between land owners and 

Pocket Park committee  

 

 

 

 

 

 


