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Taliadau Gwledig Cymru

Rural Payments Wales



	Jenny Wong [jenny.wong@wildresources.co.uk]

	Dyddiad / Date: 27 September 2011


Dear Jenny,
Thank you for taking the time to consider and respond to the Glastir Targeted Element access policy document of 4 March 2011.

I note your comment that the national target maps are focusing on 

(1) permissive access in service of tourism as it seeks to link ‘local services’ to ‘specified strategic routes’ and within 2 km of the new coastal path and 

(2) provision of access to deprived communities with a presumption that they are located in urban Communities First and Single Regeneration areas. ‘
I note your group felt these broad targets should be further refined. The three points you put forward are all very relevant but it is not possible to reflect these points at a national level.  The national target maps indicate potential areas for enhancing access in line with Welsh Government policies and desired strategic enhancements put forward by the access users represented on the Glastir access working group, which I accept did not include Llais y Goedwig or the Woodland Trust at the time.

The three points you raise will be addressed but at a local level. Firstly, the target maps will alert Contract managers working in the relevant areas that they should be seeking permissive access opportunities and including considering the needs of the local people.  

Secondly, you raise the points that 20% of deprived communities are in rural areas and that woodlands are a destination in their own right, these points also can only realistically be  addressed at a local level and the Local Access forum (LAF) network seems to be an ideal arena for these issues to be considered.  
LAF’s by definition consider all access issues in their local area, including opening of the existing network, enhancements to the existing network through permissive access and linking in with community projects and putting together the local ROWIP (Rights of Way improvement plan).  I also know that as part of their plans, LAF’s that have deprived areas within their area do consider all access opportunities around these communities.
In all of these areas the inclusion of a woodland element would only enhance the work of both your community groups to aid them to get linked in with wider projects, and the work of the LAF by raising the value and importance of woodlands as a destination. 
I note your comments about all woodlands being open to access, subject to the owner’s discretion.  In the past Tir Gofal has been severely criticised for creating permissive access that users just don’t want to use, either due to lack of linkage with existing network, or lack of people in the vicinity to use it.  Due to this background, I can not agree to permissive access across the board. We are proposing to offer quite substantial funds for permissive access with access furniture, signage and associated publicising of the routes.  Such investment can only be applied to routes that are demanded or desired by the user groups as representatives of the taxpayer. Therefore, WG will only seek permissive access at a local level where the LAF group have put forward a route or area, at present, these proposals are generally drawn from the ROWIP.
On this note, I hope you find the Glastir payment rates more favourable than those offered under BWW.
You raise the point that local community groups and community woodlands do not have access to their Local Access Forum. The LAF’s are all locally based and I see the issue as one of linking these two groups together. I know your groups would be very welcome to join the LAF’s, however, if they could not commit to joining the LAF,  I am sure making a representation at a LAF meeting would start the debate and get the LAF to consider woodlands in their ROWIP plans. 
I am more than happy to do all I can to promote Llais y Goedwig and encouraging LAF’s to engage with community woodlands, to help for these two groups to link up as they have common goals.
Yours sincerely

Ann Humble

Head of Tir Gofal and Glastir Targeted Element
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