Denmark Farm Conservation Centre – Conservation & Craft Courses - 2011

Habitat Restoration & Recreation (SELL)                             
 Tue 6-Thu 8 Sept, Time:TBC

Cost: £75**






                                 Facilitator: Jan Martin

We investigate modern methods of creating habitats from first principles. You will gain an insight into the reasons why such techniques are necessary in the context of modern nature conservation and land management and be introduced to a range of situations where habitat recreation has been or needs to be carried out. A variety of methods of restoring all components of ecosystems will be discussed. Participants will be encouraged to discuss the validity, in the context of conservation, of recreating habitats that have been destroyed. This three day course is suitable for conservation professionals or experienced amateurs who are interested in expanding their habitat creation skills and looking at a range of situations involving damaged and contaminated land.

Felt Hat Making Workshop (advanced)                               

     Sat 10 Sept, 10am-4.30pm

Cost: £35*/£40




                          Facilitator: Lorraine Pocklington

In this workshop, you will make yourself (or a friend!) a felt hat. Starting with the raw material – UK farmed wool - you will learn to cut a template of the correct size, how to work accurately to create a made-to-measure hat and how to work features into your felt to create the final shape.  If there is time on the day, you will be shown how to make a flower to embellish your hat and complete the look. This is no novelty hat course - our aim is to make a hat that you will want to wear! You must either have been on the ‘From Fleece to Felt’ workshop with Lorraine, or have had experience of felting around a resist to create a hollow form using the wet felting technique. About a month before the course you will be asked to do some preparation: decide what colour your hat will be (the wool is hand dyed by Lorraine specifically for you), start thinking about the shape and design and measure your head in advance, so we can ‘hit the ground running’ for a busy day of felting fun! Bring: apron if required.

NB. This workshop is now fully booked, however if you are interested in felt making please enquire as we may be able to arrange an extra date. 

Foraging Food For Free                               

                           Fri 16 Sept, 10am-4.30pm

Cost: £35*/£40




                                     Facilitator: Chloe Griffiths

A ramble around Denmark Farm led by wild food expert Chloe Griffiths. Providing an opportunity to identify and discuss edible and useful plants growing on site. There will then be time to prepare some wild foods together (e.g. salads, pudding, drink). The day will include learning about the various uses of different plants for medicine, in play, in myth and legend. How to include models of wild food in your garden, especially taking elements from the stacking model of forest gardening, will also be covered. Bring: good footwear and waterproofs.

***Special Package for Foraging Course only: 1 night Camping at Denmark Farm Eco Campsite (either 15th or 16th Sept) - just £5 per person when attending this course. 
Or why not bring your friends & family to spend a night in our yurt – only £60 per night (sleeps up to 4 people – bring bedding)***
Identifying Mosses, Liverworts & Lichens (SELL)

         Fri 23-Sun 25 Sept, Time:TBC

Cost: £75** 





                                Facilitator: Margaret Howells

If you are prepared for a challenge and something both fascinating and different try the identification of mosses and lichens. Mosses, liverworts and lichens make up an important but often a neglected component of many habitats and are particularly abundant in the clean and moist air of west Wales. Identification usually requires a hand lense and a microscope is sometimes required. Guidance on the use of 'keys' to identify specimens will be given and with confidence and familiarity, the recognition of field characters will start to become easier. There will be plenty of specimens to identify and excursions in to the habitats at the venue, enabling you to develop good basic identification skills and build up a small reference collection of common species. This is a valuable course for professional development as identification skills with these groups are uncommon in field ecologists. Small is beautiful!

Patchworking in Practice                                

                                Wed 5 Oct, 10am-4pm

Cost: £35*/£40




                                         Facilitator: Kate Murray

Distinct from quilting, although quilts can be produced. The emphasis is on creating useful & decorative objects from old clothes and rags. The day will include an introduction to both traditional & non-traditional methods. Appliqué will be covered and examples of completed work shown. Also: colour choice, sewing techniques, pattern cutting, wadding, quilting, edging and finishing. Over the day you will work on making a patchwork potholder. Techniques learnt can be used for larger projects. If you don’t complete the project during the day, you’ll have sufficient knowledge to finish at home and materials will be available for you. Bring: clean rags/old clothes (some are provided).

Tools for Stools (age 12+)                            


    Sat 8-Sun 9 October, 10am-4pm
Cost: £65*/£70






                   Facilitator: Tony Eames

Two full-on days for young people and adults to learn how to use various woodcraft tools and make their own stool or chair to take away! Have a go at using a shave horse, draw knife, spoke shave, brace and bit, dowelling and drilling. Wood will be cut from local sustainably managed woodland and all materials provided. Tony Eames is a local, skilled woodcraftsman with many years experience of working with groups. Bring: warm & waterproof clothing and strong footwear. 

Pond & Stream Invertebrates (SELL)                             
          Fri 14–Sun 16 Oct, Time:TBC

Cost: £75**






                                  Facilitator: Phil Ward

If you have fond childhood memories of catching newts and sticklebacks in jam jars, collecting frogspawn or just being fascinated by ponds, then this is the course for you. Build on this elementary interest and explore further the lives of the many invertebrate animals that make up a freshwater ecosystem. The course will be run as a practical workshop and field visits will be made to ponds and streams near the course venue where different sampling techniques will be used to collect aquatic organisms. With the specimens indoors, their amazing diversity, adaptations and life cycles will be revealed with the aid of microscopes, identification keys and, of course, help from the tutor. No prior knowledge is required to tackle the course.

Introduction to Permaculture (SELL)




Fri 21-Sun 23 Oct, Time:TBC

Cost: £75**








  Facilitator: Dr Angie Polkey

Would you like to learn how to live more sustainably? Then look no further than permaculture design for how to create an ecologically sound way of living. By observing natural systems and adopting ecological principles you will be able to care for people as well as the earth. A visit to a local permaculture site to see sustainable practices in action is included in the course fee. 
Wild in the Woods (age 8-12)                               

            Wed 26 October, 10am-4pm

Cost: £20*/£25




                                        Facilitator: Sally Harvey

Come and spend a day in the woods, build a fire to cook your lunch and enjoy homemade vegetable soup, bread and griddle cakes (all provided, but you help to prepare!) Make yourself a shelter to keep out of the rain, and a piece of  woodland craft work to take home. Older children will be taught how to use a flint and steel and other tools safely. Workshop open to 8-12 year olds; parents & guardians are not required to stay. Bring: Waterproofs (trousers & top), warm jumper or fleece, wellies, boots or strong trainers; no open shoes please as we will be around the fire and using tools. Lunch is provided and included in the price

Large Hedgerow Basket Workshop (advanced)               Sat 12-Sun 13 November, 10am-4pm

Cost: £65*/£70




                                Facilitator: Melissa Holloway

Come and have a go making a larger basket (eg. log/laundry basket). We will be using willow as the main material, and include some hedgerow materials. If you have any garden prunings, dogwood, hazel, ivy, bramble - cut at least 2 weeks before and bring them along. We will be working over two days, so please bring old towels to wrap your beautiful creation in overnight. Also a pair of sharp secateurs & gloves are needed. If there is time on the second day, we could make a second smaller basket. Workshop suitable for those with some previous basket making experience. Bring: Materials listed above & warm clothes.
Christmas Crafts (Natural decorations)                          
      Sat 3 December, 10am-12.30pm

Cost: £20 




                                                Facilitator: Hannah Cutler

Decorations made from natural, organic and hedgerow materials to decorate your home.  Make stunning seasonal decorations using a variety of materials from oranges and cloves, for a festive fragrance, to hedgerow berries, for pretty heart shaped decorations. Make tabletop or door decorations from hedgerow materials to make a dazzling display. A real natural feast for the eyes for you and your family over the festive period. Pomanders, berry hearts and small wreaths as candle holders are small projects, which will be demonstrated at the beginning so that you can choose which to work on. Bring: if you wish, some of your own natural materials - but plenty will be available here for you to make several small items.

Christmas Crafts (Recycled materials)                          
               Sat 3 December, 1.30-4pm

Cost: £20 




                                                Facilitator: Hannah Cutler

Get creative with different materials, from last year’s Christmas cards to scraps of materials, to create handmade decorations for your home. If you catch the handmade bug you could even make extras as gifts for family and friends. Decorations both for the festive season and all year round, including recycled card baubles and recycled sweater decorations, such as hearts, stockings, and mittens. These are small projects which will be demonstrated at the beginning so you can choose which projects to work on. Bring: if you wish, some of your own materials (e.g. fabric scraps in your favourite colours, old Christmas cards) - but plenty will be available here for you.
NB. If booking both Christmas Crafts workshops (am & pm) then a combined cost of £35*/£40 applies.
Fees:

*Early Bird Bookings - a £5 reduction may be applied to bookings paid in full by a minimum of 4 weeks before the start date for Shared Earth Trust courses only. 

**SELL (School of Education & Lifelong Learning, Aberystwyth University) offer concessions for certain categories as well as Early Bird discounts. Please see their website (below).

Bookings: 

Most courses, unless marked otherwise, are Shared Earth Trust courses – Please use the paper or on-line form at www.shared-earth-trust.org.uk  / e-mail info@shared-earth-trust.org.uk  / phone 01570 493358.

Bookings for SELL courses are directly with SELL.  See www.aber.ac.uk/sell / phone 01970 621580. Please contact SELL directly for their reservation and cancellation policies.

Shared Earth Trust course places are reserved once full payment has been received. If the minimum number of participants has not been met within 2 weeks of the start date, courses may be cancelled or rescheduled. Where a course is fully booked or has already been held we can accept further names in case of a cancellation or to express an interest for next year. 

Cancellations: 

If you need to cancel your place, please contact us as soon as possible. If you cancel more than 4 weeks before the course starts we will retain £20 to cover our administration costs. Cancellations within 4 weeks of the course start date are chargeable in full unless we are able to fill the place from a reserve list or special circumstances apply. We reserve the right to decide whether the latter applies.

Start times:

Times listed are the actual time the course begins. Arrive 15-30 min early if you’d like a hot drink beforehand. 

Lunch/refreshments:

Unless stated otherwise please bring a packed lunch. Tea & coffee is provided during breaks.

Ages: 

Unless stated otherwise, all courses are suitable for participants aged 16+. On some craft courses 13-15 year-olds are welcome to attend with a parent or guardian, please enquire. 

Accommodation:

Self catering accommodation and camping is available at Denmark Farm: please see the booking form.

Denmark Farm Conservation Centre

Course Booking Form
Name(s):……………………………..…………Organisation:…………….…………..………………………………..

Address:………………………………………………………...………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...Postcode…………...…….

Day telephone:………..…………………….....…Email:…..………………………………………………………..…..

Mobile:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Are you happy to go on our email list for future training updates?    Yes / No

Please let us know how you heard about our training programme: ……………………………………….…...………...
I/We would like to book place(s) on the following course(s):

1. Title:…………………………………………...…….…………Date(s):…………………No. of places:…...….£…..

2. Title:………………………….………………..………...……...Date(s):…………………No. of places:…...….£….

3. Title:………………………….………………..………...……...Date(s):…………………No. of places:…...….£…..

TOTAL £…..

NB. for details of current course fees please see website: www.shared-earth-shared.org.uk

Special Needs/Requirements

Please inform us here about any special needs that you may have or particular requirements relevant to the course. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Accommodation and Transport
· I/We would like shared, self catering accommodation at Denmark Farm at £12.50 (includes bedding) or camping at £8 per person per night on the following dates:…………………………TOTAL COST £…….
· I/We would like details of local B & B accommodation
· I/We will be coming by car and can offer a lift to other participants by advance agreement

· I/We will be travelling by other means and would be interested in being informed about course participants who are driving from/to …………………………………………..(town/city/area) and have offered a lift.

Payment and Cancellations

MANY OF OUR COURSES HAVE A WAITING LIST. PLEASE SEND THE FULL PAYMENT BEFORE THE COURSE, OTHERWISE WE CANNOT GUARANTEE THAT A PLACE WILL BE AVAILABLE.  

If you cancel more than 4 weeks before the course starts we will charge £20 to cover our administration costs. Cancellations within 4 weeks of the course start date are chargeable in full unless we are able to fill the place from a reserve list or unforeseen circumstances apply, in which case the £20 admin charge only applies.

Please enclose a cheque (payable to Shared Earth Trust) or official order for the total course fee plus accommodation if staying at Denmark Farm.

· I/we enclose a cheque for £…………….

· Other method of payment?......................................................................

Please sign to accept the terms and conditions of booking……………………………………….Date………………
Shared Earth Trust, Denmark Farm Conservation Centre, Betws Bledrws, Lampeter SA48 8PB.                01570 493358

