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Are you looking for funding? 
If you are looking for funding for your organisation or project, WCVA can carry out a funding search for its members on Grantfinder. Contact the Helpdesk on 0800 2888 329, help@wcva.org.uk or complete a funding enquiry form online here. 
If you are a local organisation your county voluntary council (CVC) can provide funding advice. If you need contact details for your CVC, click here.
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Contracts & tenders
To promote your organisation to public sector purchasers and to get free email alerts of relevant tenders and contracts, register with Sell2Wales - www.sell2wales.co.uk. 
Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: Caerphilly County Borough Council

For the attention of: Mrs Kate Morgan, Procurement Services, Caerphilly County Borough Council, Penallta House, Tredomen Park, Ystrad Mynach, Hengoed, Caerphilly CF82 7PG. Tel 01443 864702, email morgak6@caerphilly.gov.uk, www.caerphilly.gov.uk/working/business/procurementservices/index.htm. 

Object of the contract
Dementia Outreach Service
The Dementia Outreach Service comprises of three service elements: the Information and Outreach Service, Befriending Service and the Support Service to Younger People with Dementia.
The Dementia Outreach Service has been commissioned as part of a range of service options within Mental Health Services for Older People, to ensure service users receive a high standard of support to remain living as independently as possible within their own homes and within their community.

It has been confirmed that TUPE will apply to this service.

The contract period is from 01/11/2011 to 31/10/2013, with an option to extend for up to a further period of 12 months.
Reference number: CCBC/PS625/11/KM
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Co-operative enterprise hub doubles funding for community business
The Co-operative Enterprise Hub works with regional and national groups of experts to bring organisations in the UK the best advice, training and consultancy on how to set up, run and grow a sustainable co-operative business. The Hub aims to expand the co-operative economy in the UK by creating strong, ethically-led businesses with a deep sense of social responsibility. The initiative includes both grant and loan assistance.

Grants
· Up to £5,000.

· Only considered in conjunction with a loan application.

· Grant recipients must have received advice and training through the Enterprise Hub.

Loans
· Unsecured loans through the Co-operative Loan Fund.

· Loans can range from £5,000 to £75,000.

· Low interest rates.

· Repaid over ten years.

· Loans are available for co-operatives that require finance to: set up a new enterprise; expand an existing enterprise; assist employee buyouts or company successions; purchase a property or business; and purchase capital equipment or create working capital. 

To qualify for support, applicants must have their registered office in the UK and be either a co-operative, or soon to be a co-operative; or an incorporated body or soon to be incorporated. Applications for assistance can be submitted at any time.

(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 11/6/11)
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Awards
BT Community Connections Awards
The BT Community Connections scheme has opened for a second 2011 round. The awards scheme is intended to provide voluntary groups and charitable organisations working to benefit the community in the UK with IT equipment and Internet access. Successful applicants to the programme will receive a laptop and a year’s free broadband and Internet connection. In particular, the scheme is keen to target areas of deprivation which normally receive little or no funding and would otherwise have no IT provision. The deadline is 15 September 2011.
(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 9/6/11)

Guardian Charity Awards

The annual Guardian Charity Awards seek to recognise and encourage small and medium-sized charities that are improving social wellbeing in its broadest sense by delivering practical solutions to present-day problems. Eligible charities must have been registered in the UK for more than two years and have an annual income of between £5,000 and £1.5 million. The deadline for applications is 15 July 2011.
(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 6/6/11)

Marsh Volunteer Award
This year, National Historic Ships and the Marsh Christian Trust will present for the first time an award for a volunteer, or group of volunteers, who have made a valuable contribution to the conservation or operation of historic vessels in the UK. This exciting award is an opportunity to recognise and thank outstanding volunteer(s). Entries will be judged by an expert panel and nominations can be submitted until 31 July 2011. The overall prize of £1,000, donated by the Marsh Christian Trust, can be spent as the winner(s) chooses. Information including judging criteria, how to enter and general further details can be read here: http://www.nationalhistoricships.org.uk/pages/-marsh-volunteer-award-.html
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Charity Checkout offers regular online giving for small charities

Charity Checkout is a new payment provider which offers small charities the opportunity to handle one-off and regular gifts online. Charity Checkout provides charities with the facility to set up custom payment pages for specific campaigns, and an online account where they can manage and track their donations. It pays out all the donations received in a single payment each month to each charity, with Gift Aid included. There is a minimum donation of £3 accepted on the site, although it does accept one-off and regular gifts via Visa, Visa Electron, Mastercard, American Express and Delta, with Paypal to be added shortly. There is no charge for charities to sign up to use CharityCheckout. A 4% fee is charged on donations made through the system, plus transaction costs of 2.8% which go direct to Charity Checkout’s charity partner, the Dove Trust. This includes all credit/debit card fees, Paypal fees, admin fees, plus the cost of building and maintaining the software. For example, a £10 donation will be worth £12.50 with Gift Aid added. The transaction fee of 35p and admin fee of 50p will be deducted, leaving a £10 donation being worth £11.65 to the charity. Visit www.charitycheckout.co.uk. 

(Source: UK Fundraising Weekly, 9/6/11)
Join our new club in Cardiff Bay
Be challenged by new experiences, have fun and share new friendships

Interested?
Soroptimist International is a worldwide organisation for women in management and the professions, working through service projects to advance human rights and the status of women. We are the world’s largest Women’s Service Organisation, with over 3000 clubs in 120 countries, and work closely with the United Nations to promote and achieve our aims. 

Soroptimists are working women – artists, teachers, doctors, marketing consultants, jewellers, hairdressers, voluntary workers, horticulturalists, farmers, hoteliers, vets – of all ages, cultures and ethnic groups. We are looking for enthusiastic women who would like to meet like-minded women and make a difference within their own local community and develop an understanding of, and take action on national and international issues. 

All clubs are different, and the projects that they undertake are varied, and very much driven by the members themselves, to meet the needs of the local communities they service. They include beach cleans, supporting women’s refuges. Clubs also organise awareness raising seminars - drug education, safe motherhood, breast cancer, child labour, trafficking, women and pensions. 

Every four years Soroptimist International adopts a joint service project, which involves all clubs worldwide. Our current project is working with the charity, Hope and Homes to raise £1 million that will help disadvantaged women and children in Sierra Leone face their futures with confidence by strengthening families at risk of breakdown, helping young children living on the streets return home and empowering vulnerable young mothers, enabling more children to grow up in a caring family environment – giving them the opportunity to fulfil their potential. 
Previous projects have included a partnership with Women for Women International to assist women survivors of war in Afghanistan, Bosnia and Rwanda to achieve self sufficiency; building eye clinics in Bangladesh; helping to prevent the spread of Aids in Thailand, and working with the Red Cross to alleviate the plight of civilians affected by landmines in Angola, Afghanistan and Georgia.

It is often said that ‘individually we count but together we make a difference’.
Existing Soroptimist clubs in Cardiff and Barry will be supporting this exciting new venture. For more information please contact Ann Hodgson on 07734973117 or email annhodgson07@btinternet.com. Please also visit www.soroptimistinternational.org or www.soroptimist-gbi.org to find out more about what we do. 
New WEFO publicity guidelines and EU logos
The Welsh European Funding Office has recently published an updated version of the Publicity and Information Guidance document, which all European Projects are expected to follow. New EU logos have also been produced following the renaming of the Welsh Assembly Government to the Welsh Government. The document contains guidance on the new EU logos and the steps needed to publicise your project in accordance with EU guidelines. The logos and guidance document can be downloaded from: http://wefo.wales.gov.uk/delivering/publicising/publicity/guidelines/?lang=en
(Source: Llais y Ganolfan, Issue 736)

South Wales Fire and Rescue Service have recently appointed a Third Sector Co-ordinator within the Community Safety & Partnerships Department  

Donna Crossman has been appointed as part of the home fire safety team to engage with third sector and voluntary organisations to increase the number of free home fire safety checks delivered to individuals from vulnerable groups.

Since April 2007 there have been a total of 17 fatalities within the South Wales Fire & Rescue Service area attributed to accidental dwelling fires. Of those, 12 were in the 60+ age bracket and nine of these were known to other agencies but not the Fire Service.

In the year leading up to April 2010 there were a total of 801 accidental dwelling fires within the SWFRS area alone.  

The Fire Research Series Paper 13/2008 has identified the most vulnerable groups as follows: older persons (60 +); single adults and single parents; individuals living in deprivation; individuals living with a mental and/or physical impairment; smokers; individuals who have issues with alcohol/drugs.
Our aim is to engage with third sector organisations who work with these groups on a regular basis to help provide free home fire safety checks.

If you would like to know more about this initiative please contact Donna Crossman via e-mail at: d-crossman@southwales-fire.gov.uk or via mobile number: 07768 307709.

Welsh Government’s change in telephone numbers

The Welsh Government has rolled out a new 0300 number. The telephone numbers will be operational with effect from Monday 27 June. Therefore extension numbers will change from 01685 72 XXX to the new prefix of 0300 062 XXXX.
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Cynnal Cymru - Sustain Wales will be holding its AGM and annual conference to discuss creating a path towards wellbeing and a sustainable future, in Cardiff on Wednesday 13 July.

With an exciting line-up of speakers, including the Minister for Environment and Sustainable Development, the Sustainable Futures Commissioner and more, this is an event not to be missed!
The Ashden Awards Conference 2011: Clean Energy – Power to Change Lives 
2011 Ashden Award finalists

· Jonathon Porritt, Forum for the Future

· Stephen O’Brien, DFID

· Madeleine Bunting, The Guardian

Join senior executives from business, NGOs and academia at the 2011 Ashden Awards Conference to hear about and discuss innovative ideas and practical solutions offered by this year’s Ashden Awards finalists.

The Ashden Awards Conference is unique in bringing together ‘energy champions’ from the UK and the developing world. These experienced, successful practitioners are bringing the benefits of clean energy - improved health, income generation and education opportunities - to the lives of millions.

Return to green news
News and Policy
Read the latest newsletter from Cynnal Cymru – Sustain Wales
Read the latest from the Energy Savings Trust & sign up for the monthly E bulletin.
Read the latest from the Carbon Trust & sign up for E newsletters.
Addressing public concerns about wind power
A new research paper from CSE aims to improve the level of debate on wind power by examining in detail some of the most commonly raised issues.

The government announcement, setting ambitious UK carbon targets, leaves us in no doubt the prime minister is serious about a low carbon economy. The Committee on Climate Change’s evidence won out in the face of objections from other, powerful government departments. But Vince Cable ought to be celebrating; the UK has now distinguished itself as the best place to invest in low carbon technology and infrastructure, with major new opportunities for British business. Read more 
MPs from all parties agree that energy efficiency is a priority, as shown by the debate around the second reading of the Energy Bill. There were also signs that the Green Deal could be getting greener, with higher thresholds for loans, for example. But there are still uncertainties and unanswered questions about the details of the scheme. Read more
Read the latest report - The Health Impacts of Cold Homes & Fuel Poverty written by the Marmot Review Team for Friends of the Earth. This report highlights the issue of cold housing and fuel poverty; indicating that cold homes increase the risk of illnesses in children and young people. 

PlanLoCaL is a programme of work from the Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE), which is designed to give communities the confidence, knowledge and ambition to achieve a low-carbon future for their area. It provides support on positively influencing strategic planning, as well as driving forward low-carbon initiatives in their area. The name PlanLoCaL derives from 'Planning for Low-Carbon Living'.

The website acts both as a resource bank and a tool to help empower communities. It acts as a way of bringing together a lot of information and resources which will support motivated, but not necessarily knowledgeable communities, groups and individuals to get a renewable energy project off the ground in their community. http://www.planlocal.org.uk/
Social tenants willing to pay for eco efficiency upgrades on their homes
A survey conducted by Gentoo housing association amongst 600 residents found that 84% of tenants would be prepared to pay for improvements to their house, with 45% prepared to pay over £5 a month. Popular eco improvement measures included solar PV and double glazing. For more details see the survey summary at: http://assets.gentoogroup.com/assets/Downloads/Docs/The%20Green%20Debate%20Final.pdf
Jane Davidson to lead new Institute for Sustainable Practice, Innovation and Resource Efficiency

The University of Wales Trinity Saint David is delighted to announce that its new institute for sustainability - INSPIRE (Institute for Sustainable Practice, Innovation and Resource Efficiency) – will be led by Jane Davidson (previous Minister for Environment and Sustainability in the Welsh Government) in partnership with Peter Davies (Commissioner for Sustainable Futures in Wales) who is already a Professor of Professional Practice at the University, and Andy Middleton (Managing Director TYF).

INSPIRE will support embedding sustainability within the University’s curriculum at all levels as well as engaging with the widest number of organisations to develop sustainable practice across all sectors in Wales and further afield.

Report sheds light on low income, high energy consumers
A CSE report commissioned by Ofgem sheds new light on the small number of low income households who are also high energy consumers and seeks to find out more about this vulnerable group.

What is the Nest programme and how can it help people in fuel poverty?
Nest is a Welsh Assembly Government scheme designed to make private sector

households warmer and healthier places to live. To be eligible for a Nest Whole

House assessment, householders must own or privately rent their home, be in receipt of a means-tested benefit, and live in an energy inefficient property with an energy efficiency rating of F or G.

Fuel poverty is defined as people who spend more than 10 per cent of their household income on heating their home. Nest aims to improve the energy performance of Wales’ housing stock, targeting the groups most at risk.

New energy saving rating labels to be introduced
New energy saving rating labels will be introduced from June to help consumers identify the most energy efficient TVs, washing machines, dishwashers and fridge freezers. The European Energy Label includes a rainbow of coloured bars and an indicator showing how well that product performs. The labels currently run from A-G. A is the best and displayed as dark green, while G is the worst, depicted as red. The new labels will see the introduction of A+ and A++ so that products that have gone the extra energy saving mile gain more credit. The view full article: http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Nl1/Newsroom/DG_196916 
2010 renewables target missed

The UK failed to reach its 10% renewable electricity target for 2010, producing only 6.5% of electricity from renewable sources, in spite of a subsidy to renewable generators amounting to approximately £5 billion in the period 2002 to 2010, and £1.1 billion in 2010. 

On 13 April 2011, the Renewable Energy Foundation (REF) published an Information Note on the performance of the UK renewables sector in 2010 based on analysis of new DECC and Ofgem data. The work shows that the 2010 target for renewable electricity has been missed by a large margin, and confirms longstanding doubts as to the feasibility of this target, and the still more ambitious target for 2020.

Onshore wind Load Factor in 2010 fell to 21%, as opposed to 27% in 2009, while offshore fared better declining from 30% in 2009 to 29% in 2010.

The failure to meet the 2010 target confirms doubts as to the UK’s ability to reach the 2020 EU Renewable Energy Directive target for 15% of Final Energy Consumption, a level requiring at least 30% of UK electricity to be generated from renewable sources.

To view full article: www.ref.org.uk/attachments/article/230/pr%2011.04.13.pdf 

3-Day Energy Awareness Training  

(Leading to NEA/City & Guilds 6176-01 examination and qualification)

Course dates


Tutor


Location
6, 7 & 13 July 2011

Jane Edgington
Cardiff

5, 6 & 12 October 2011
Jane Edgington
Cardiff

Course outline
NEA’s energy awareness course will enable participants to advise clients on a range of issues including: the efficiency and appropriate use of heating and hot water systems; different payment methods for gas and electricity; how to avoid condensation; potential for thermal insulation improvements.

Duration:
3 days training plus a 1-day examination

Further details and bookings: Lynsey Thompson, tel 0191 2615677, email lynsey.thompson@nea.org.uk. 

Defra produce new webpage to show all environmental statistics

The Department for Energy, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has produced a new statistics webpage which puts all the environmental facts and stats in one place. Statistics released include air quality, bio diversity, waste and recycling and sustainable development indicators. To view the statistics, please visit the Defra website.
Pathfinder Programme - Community Action for Climate Change
Pathfinder is a new programme to support community action on climate change. Pathfinder is a two year programme, funded by the Welsh Assembly Government and managed by the environmental charity Severn Wye Energy Agency (SWEA). Six Pathfinder Officers are now in post, each covering different areas of Wales. The Pathfinder officers will:
· Support and encourage community groups/organisations to take action on climate change. This will be done through advice, sign posting and helping share ideas and good practice.

· Identify ongoing and potential climate action and sustainable development work carried out by communities, so that their work is shared with others in Wales.

· Gather evidence of what works when communities lead on climate action. This will be focussed on lowering community carbon footprints by changing behaviour around transport, energy, water saving and food.

Creating a sustainable future for Wales
April marks the beginning of an exciting time for Cynnal Cymru and for sustainable development in Wales. Following the closure of the Sustainable Development Commission, at the end of March 2011, Cynnal Cymru will have a strengthened role, providing independent policy advice, while continuing to:

· Promote sustainable development;

· be a catalyst for change towards sustainable development in all sectors of Welsh society;

· act as a forum within Wales for the development, canvassing, exchange and dissemination of views, information and policies on sustainable development; 

· be a bridge between the Assembly Government and civil society.

From 1 April, the newly appointed Commissioner for Sustainable Futures, Peter Davies (formerly the SDC Commissioner for Wales) will provide advice to the Assembly Government and leadership for sustainable development across Wales. The Commissioner’s role will be supported by Cynnal Cymru, enabling the views and experiences of Cynnal’s members to be shared with the Commissioner and fed into his advice to government. 

You can contact the Commissioner on commissionerforsustainablefutures@sustainwales.com.    
The SDC’s new report: ‘Fairness in a Car Dependent Society’, is now available on their website as a PDF file: http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/publications.php?id=1179
Also available - Looking back, Looking Forward: Sustainability and UK food policy 2000 – 2011, http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/publications.php?id=1181
Trees and woods for wellbeing and quality of life
Well-being is a broad term that includes physical, social and psychological dimensions. It is a contested concept and there is a need to draw together current ideas and link them to the natural environment to explore how nature contributes to people’s well-being. The Forestry Commission have a selection of research documents & discussion papers that draw together debates on well-being, forestry and ecosystem services to stimulate discussion and help focus the well-being research agenda.

Plans for energy from water in Welsh forests

The Forestry Commission Wales (FCW) has identified a number of sites within the public forest estate with the potential to develop hydro-energy schemes. Rural Affairs Minister, Elin Jones, has given an update on her request to the FCW to identify the potential for renewable energy schemes to be developed with local communities. Please click HERE for further details.

FreeTree

FreeTree provides local individuals, community groups and schools or other educational establishments with free trees, either broadleaf deciduous or fruit/nut trees to plant in their gardens, community space or woodland. This encourages the growth of trees not only for firewood and food but also to act as a carbon sink and educates local individuals and groups in the propagation, planting and care of trees. There are many circumstances where naturally re-generated tree seedlings do not come to maturity. Where the seeds drop too close to the parent tree to get enough light, water and nutrition or where there are high levels of competition from weeds or other ground vegetation. Natural grazing also takes its toll and of course, sometimes the trees are just growing in the wrong place.

FreeTree, which was formed in March 2009, started potting up the tree seedlings and giving them away at green fairs. Last year they gave away 90 trees to local people and community groups and only last spring had the first opportunity to link a local tree planter who had over stock, with a small woods owner. This resulted in nearly 3,000 bare root trees being planted where they would otherwise have been destroyed. Visit www.freetree.info.
EU Roadmap for moving to a competitive low carbon economy
The European Union is making real efforts to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions. Over the past two decades, emissions have gone down by 16%, whereas the economy has grown by 40% over the same period. If current policies are fully implemented, the EU is on track to achieve its targets for 2020 of reducing emissions to 20% below 1990 levels and raising the share of renewables in its energy mix to 20%. We are currently only halfway towards the third goal for 2020 - improving energy efficiency by 20%; much greater efforts will be needed to meet this target.

With its ‘Roadmap for moving to a competitive low-carbon economy in 2050 [image: image1.png]


[66 KB]’ the European Commission is looking beyond these 2020 objectives and setting out a plan to meet the long-term target of reducing domestic emissions by 80 to 95% by mid-century as agreed by European Heads of State and governments. It shows how the sectors responsible for Europe's emissions - power generation, industry, transport, buildings and construction, as well as agriculture - can make the transition to a low-carbon economy over the coming decades.

The Human Wellbeing & Coastal Resilience Network
The Human Wellbeing and Coastal Resilience network website details how this particular network has been ‘brought together by a common concern over the growing vulnerability of coastal people and the ecosystem services on which they depend.’
HWCRN aims to connect, and support, activities that work towards improved governance for human wellbeing and coastal resilience worldwide. Of particular interest and relevance at this time is the definition used by the HWCRN for social wellbeing in the context of limited environmental resources. In Wales, a country with discernable inequalities, the Human Wellbeing and Coastal Resilience Network’s concerns strike a chord. Namely, ‘what results in improvements in one person’s wellbeing may result in another’s ill-being - the heart of the challenge for governance and policy is how to recognise and deal with wellbeing trade-offs, conflicts and hard choices.’ For more information please visit: http://www.wellcoast.org/ 

Vulnerability to heatwaves and drought: adaptation to climate change

The Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JFR) has released a publication which introduces the concept of vulnerability to climate change within the context of social justice and examines two early case studies of adaptation in the south-west of England. These examples are the implementation of the national Heatwave Plan and the trend towards differential water pricing based on usage (including the trial of a rising block tariff for water). The report also highlights the need for a more systematic consideration of current and future vulnerabilities in local, sector and national adaptation planning. To view the report, please visit the JRF website.

Changing climate, changing infrastructure 
Roads, railways, energy and water supply networks and other infrastructure all need to be able to cope with the effects of a changing climate. The first batch in a series of reports produced by organisations which maintain national infrastructure and published by Defra have set out potential risks and solutions. Reports from seven organisations including Network Rail, National Grid and the Highways Agency were carried out at the request of Defra under the Climate Change Act to ensure that organisations with a crucial role in running the country’s infrastructure are preparing for the threats and opportunities which climate change will pose. In total 91 organisations will be asked to submit reports to Defra over the next year. The reports published so far can be viewed here.

The Welsh Assembly Government has awarded a contract to take forward the initiative, entitled Personalised Travel Planning, to three successful tenderers – Sustrans and Socialdata, JMP Consultants and Steer Davies Gleave. The Assembly Government will now be working closely with Sustrans and Socialdata, who ranked first in the procurement tender process, as work on this initiative gets underway. Personalised Travel Planning (PTP) seeks to challenge habitual use of the car, enabling more journeys to be made on foot, bike, bus, train or in shared cars. This is achieved through the provision of information, incentives, and motivation directly to individuals to help them voluntarily make more informed travel choices. Click here to read more.
Green Dragon programme to support social enterprises

Social enterprises across Wales are to benefit from a free programme that will establish environmental management systems and develop their businesses using the Green Dragon Environmental Standard. 

Groundwork, in partnership with the Wales Co-operative Centre’s Social Enterprise Support Project, has been awarded a contract to deliver Level 1 and Level 2 of the Green Dragon Environmental Standard to social enterprises across the convergence areas of Wales. The Green Dragon Environmental Standard is a stepped system comprising five Levels of achievement, which provides the framework to make cost savings, comply with legislation, improve environmental performance and increase competitiveness
The programme is free up to Level 2 of Green Dragon for qualifying social enterprises and offers the benefits of financial savings and improved environmental performance. The Project is part-funded by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) through the European Union’s Convergence programme which is administered by the Welsh Assembly Government.

Places on the programme are limited, so if you are a social enterprise interested in participating, please contact Alison Bedford, Environment Project Coordinator on 01978 757524, alison.fuller@groundwork.org.uk. For further information about Green Dragon please visit: www.greendragonems.com.
New WCVA Affinity Scheme - Can you save money and make a difference?

Before you start to work out how to reduce CO2 usage, first find out if your current energy bill bares any resemblance to what you actually used.
65 per cent of charities pay annually on estimated billing

15 per cent of charities are on the wrong profile

5 per cent of charities pay the wrong bill or indeed getting no bill at all

Utility Aid will help you understand your actual energy usage, check exactly what you are paying for, and then advise on how to really make a difference both to you and the planet, all whilst also offering a pathway into the realms of the wholesale energy market.

WCVA has signed an agreement with Utility Aid to promote their services to our members. As energy brokers to the SCVO, CFDG, Charity Buying Group and more, Utility Aid has worked in the not-for-profit sector for over the last ten years reducing bills, controlling costs and helping our clients on the way to making a difference. They are a bespoke organisation designed to work at your pace to talk in your language. What is even more remarkable, as a charity, you are eligible for a free, no obligation energy audit to start you on your way. So call Lotte on 0808 178 8170 (free phone) or visit www.utility-aid.co.uk.
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Energyshare Fund Launched
Through the new Energyshare Fund, grants of up to £100,000 are available to give registered community groups in Britain the opportunity to save energy and get involved in sourcing, using and generating their own renewable energy. Projects must be supported by the local community, create a tangible and lasting impact and be able to inspire more community renewable projects. Applicants need to register online and generate as much support as possible on their group’s page because communities with the most support are more likely to be invited through to the next stage of the application process. The deadline for the first round of funding is 31 May 2011.  

Environment Wales: Supporting Sustainable Living Grants Scheme
The Supporting Sustainable Living grants scheme, which was launched recently is a newly commissioned grant scheme funded by the Welsh Assembly Government. This innovative new scheme will be delivered by Environment Wales, in collaboration with the initiatives’ new core partner Cynnal Cymru – Sustain Wales. 

 

The scheme will support projects that will help reduce Wales’ greenhouse gas emissions – or build resilience to the impacts of climate change - through tackling specific behaviours or lifestyle choices. Through these pioneering projects, it is envisaged that citizens of Wales will be empowered to undertake changes to enable a more sustainable lifestyle. 

 

The value of the scheme is £250,000 and will be made available to all sectors within Wales. It is expected that the majority of grant applications will range between £5,000 and £15,000. However in exceptional circumstances this figure can rise to up to £35,000. 

  
Information about the new scheme will be made available through Environment Wales on 02920 431727 or info@environment-wales.org.  There will also be other opportunities later in the year to learn more about the scheme and how Environment Wales can assist with the development of your project. 
Carbon Trust and Siemens launch £550 million green finance initiative
A joint partnership has been announced between the Carbon Trust and Siemens, designed to provide UK businesses with green equipment finance worth up to £550 million over the next three years. The new green financing scheme will give UK firms the opportunity to cover the upfront costs of energy efficiency investments when it launches on 4 April 2011. Siemens will manage the provision of the funding, totalling £550 million, over the next three years and the Carbon Trust will use its experience of managing energy efficiency projects to assess the carbon, energy and cost savings of loan applications, ensuring that the financing pays for itself through reduced energy bills. 

The new venture is expected to further assist the Carbon Trust, following a recent announcement that its budget is being cut by 40 per cent over the next year owing to government spending cuts. 

British Gas Energy Trust invests additional fund for the vulnerable
The British Gas Energy Trust has announced that it will be investing an additional £20 million into assisting vulnerable customers in target areas of Great Britain. Additional funds, which form part of a £35 million package, will be distributed during 2011 and 2012 through grants to help clear gas and electricity debts with British Gas and grants to clear other essential household debts or to purchase essential household items. 

The programme is open to applications from voluntary sector organisations, registered charities and not-for-profit groups operating in the following areas (identified by the Government indices of deprivation):

· England: Yorkshire and the Humber, Liverpool and Nottingham.

· Scotland: Borders.

· Wales: South Wales

The Trust actively encourages bids that involve partnerships and collaborative working between organisations. Levels of individual grants are not stipulated by the Trust. Applications may be submitted at any time. 
The Glastir Woodland Creation Grant Scheme
The new Glastir Woodland Creation Scheme aims to help to fulfil the commitment to create more native and mixed woodland as set out in Woodlands for Wales, the Welsh Assembly Government's woodland strategy. It is a bespoke element of Glastir, Wales's new sustainable land management scheme and offers grants to landowners, especially farmers, to create new woodlands on their land.

There will be three types of grant available to all landowners in Wales - woodland establishment grants, fencing grants and woodland creation premium grants. The maximum amount available will be £10,000 per hectare over the 15 years of payments. Grants for fencing of £3.15 per metre are provided where required. The grants can support the costs of creating new woodlands as well as 'income foregone payments' for taking land out of agriculture. Any landowner in Wales may apply, regardless of whether they are a farmer or not. Applications may be submitted at any time. www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-6j2gxd. 

If you would like to include anything in the next edition of ‘green news’ please contact Jessica McQuade at WCVA: jmcquade@wcva.org.uk. 
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JRF Publications
The following publication has been added to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) website.

Forced labour in Northern Ireland
This study explores evidence of forced labour among new migrants to Northern Ireland in a range of employment sectors.


Return to contents
Policy
WCVA news
Consultations
WCVA news

WCVA regional policy events
	
	Tuesday 5 July 2011

Ivy Bush Royal Hotel, Carmarthen
	
	Wednesday 6 July 2011

Christchurch Centre, Newport

	
	Wednesday 13 July 2011

The Pavilion, Llandrindod Wells
	
	Thursday 14 July 2011

Morfa Hall, Rhyl


Building resilient communities to the impacts of climate change

WCVA’s next round of regional policy events will focus on how communities and organisations can prepare for the impact of climate change. These events will be jointly run with the Sustainable Futures Network. 

With the publication of the new UK climate change projections in 2009, it is clear that the impacts of climate change are likely to be very significant for Wales and the UK as we approach the middle of the 21st century. We can expect:
· Increased temperatures across all of the UK with greater warming in summer than in winter; 

· more winter rainfall and drier summers for much of the country; 

· rising sea levels especially in the south of the country.

As yet our understanding of the consequences of climate change for people living in Wales, and the third sector, is still at an early stage. We need to consider the impacts of the direct and indirect effects of climate change and the short and long term consequences of each in order to respond effectively.
The ability to change to face these challenges, develop community resilience and address equity issues in emerging responses is key so that some groups are not disproportionately negatively affected. The third sector needs to consider how its beneficiaries will cope with these new challenges and what changes may need to be made to its services to support them.

As there is great uncertainty, it is very important that we start building the resilience of our organisations and communities so that we can recover more quickly. We need to build in a high level of robustness, especially supporting people already marginalised. Adaptations to climate change can also offer us opportunities and help us to regenerate our communities. 

To support the sector to address these challenges and opportunities, July’s round of policy events will offer a day on how climate change will affect our communities, and how the third sector has a key role in building resilience to meet these changes. Participants will come away from the day with an increased understanding of what climate change means for their organisations and their beneficiaries along with a focused set of activities for their organisation to help them build climate change into their planning.

These regional policy events are relevant for all third sector organisations, especially those who may offer services to already marginalised and disadvantaged groups who are most vulnerable to climate change, such as older people, disabled people, people living in poverty. It is also relevant to third sector organisations who offer services which will be impacted by the change in weather patterns, for example health and social care organisations and housing associations.

The regional policy events will take place in Carmarthen on 5 July, Newport on 6 July, Llandrindod Wells on 13 July and Rhyl on 14 July. For more information on venues and to make a booking visit www.tinyurl.com/wcva-policy-policyevents or contact Sarah Baker policy@wcva.org.uk.
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Consultations
National Workforce Development Plan for Wales
WCVA will be submitting a response to this consultation. If you have any comments that you would like us to include in our response please email them to: slamberton@wcva.org.uk.

The Professional and Organisational Development Team have now launched the consultation on the National Workforce Development Plan for Public Health in Wales. This document was commissioned by the Welsh Assembly Government and aims to set out a training plan for public health in Wales a required action from Our Healthy Future.

 

The Professional and Organisational Development Team led the work supported by the National Workforce Development Group for Public Health in Wales. The aim was to develop a training plan in Wales considering all levels, sectors, partners and stakeholders etc. A number of individuals and teams across the public health system were interviewed and contributed to the information gathering stage which helped to shape the aims and objectives of the plan. The deadline for responses is 12 August 2011.

Consultation on statistics that measure the progress of children from disadvantaged backgrounds to higher education
The government has an ongoing interest in monitoring the educational achievement of young people from disadvantaged backgrounds with a view to narrowing the gap in achievement between disadvantaged youngsters and their peers. The ‘Full-time young participation by socio-economic class (FYPSEC)’ statistic has been published annually in an Official Statistics release produced by the Higher Education Analysis division of the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS). The consultation relates to changes to this publication. The deadline for responses is 1 August 2011.

National partnership forum for older people in Wales
This consultation seeks views on the membership composition of the Forum and offers a number of options for respondents to consider. The National Partnership Forum for Older People in Wales (NPF) was established in 2005 as part of the Strategy for Older People. The Forum is an independent advisory body to Ministers. An independent review of the structure membership of the NPF was commissioned. The review suggested that current structure is no longer fit for purpose, and should be shaped to allow a greater range of expertise and diversity to be represented on the NPF. The consultation document presents a number of options for its future structure and any other observations and comments that respondents may have. The deadline for responses is 1 August 2011.
Proposed Changes to Housing Data Collections
We want to know your views about our proposals for stopping or reducing the frequency of some of our housing data collections. The data collections being considered are: new house building; social housing sales; social landlords’ possessions and evictions; homelessness. The deadline for responses is 15 July 2011.
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Procurement through Value Wales
Value Wales is the Welsh Assembly Government initiative set up to help public sector organisations’ procurement with efficiency savings via approved suppliers. This initiative has been opened up to voluntary organisations. The companies and products listed below are not specifically endorsed by WCVA but members are eligible to take advantage of the deals on offer.

The complete Value Wales catalogue and prices are available through the Value Wales – Buy4Wales site at www.buy4wales.co.uk. If you experience problems accessing the Buy4Wales site please contact carla.lavender@wales.gsi.gov.uk. 

European Electronique - Value Wales Framework Supplier WFEPC/025/07

Sales enquiries

Telephone: 0845 345 8340 Welsh Public Sector Enquiry Centre (local rate call).

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
 valuewales@euroele.com
Value Wales (Procurement)’s principle services include advice, guidance and support on best practice. It also undertakes a role in negotiating all-Wales contracts in key areas and leads national initiatives where centralised co-ordination will deliver benefits.

European Electronique is an ‘Approved Value Wales Supplier’ and a successful privately owned company with 130 permanent members of staff.

European Electronique is a Vendor Independent IT & Solutions provider with over 20 years experience providing products and solutions to the Public Sector.

Vendor independent products available under the framework from European Electronique

Lot 1: PC & TFT

Lot 2: Laptop

Lot 3: PC & TFT All Inclusive – Delivery to Desk service

Lot 4: Handhelds & PDA's

Lot 5: Printers

Lot 6: Servers

Lot 7: Networking

Lot 8: Storage

Services available to public sector in Wales

· Framework pricing for leading Manufacturers that should reflect the lowest attainable purchase pricing for the Welsh public sector.

· Demonstration & Evaluation Equipment.

· Free on site consultancy and advice on request.

· Dedicated Account Management.

· Free Delivery.

· Retrospective rebate Scheme for purchases during the contract period.

· All public sector bodies within Wales are awarded a credit account (30 days Net monthly) with European Electronique and are able to place orders immediately for next day delivery (Stock allowing).

Contacts at European Electronique

Please use the following contact points at European Electronique in order that we may provide the fastest possible solution to your enquiry.

Sales enquiries

Telephone:
0845 345 8340 Welsh Public Sector Enquiry Centre (local rate call).

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
valuewales@euroele.com
Your dedicated Customer Relationship Manager is David Castle;

Telephone:
01865 883300

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
dave.castle@euroele.com
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Training
Voices for Change Cymru training courses
Wales Third Sector Public Service Delivery Conference
Wales’ Third Sector Research Network annual conference
Other training
Voices for Change Cymru training courses
Listed below is our current schedule of courses being delivered between July– September 2011 - Book now to avoid disappointment! 

For full course content and booking details please click here.

Introduction Welsh politics
Tuesday 19 July – Baltic House, Cardiff

Thursday 21 July – Morfa Hall, Rhyl

Introduction to local government

Tuesday 16 August – Morfa Hall, Rhyl

Friday 19 August – Baltic House, Cardiff

Introduction to campaigning and lobbying
Wednesday 14 September – Morfa Hall, Rhyl

Thursday 15 September – Baltic House, Cardiff

Influencing the National Assembly for Wales

Tuesday 27 September – Morfa Hall, Rhyl

Thursday 29 September – Baltic House, Cardiff

Return to training
Breaking the Mould: Wales Third Sector Public Service Delivery Conference

Tuesday 28 June 2011, Cardiff City Stadium

10:00 - 16:30

WCVA’s Public Service Delivery Conference offers a unique opportunity to engage with and shape the debate about new models of service delivery. In the context of measures across Wales to improve efficiency and innovation in public services, the public sector is looking to the third sector for new ways of working.

This conference will provide practical guidance to third sector organisations delivering public services, highlight the sector’s contribution to innovation and change in the ways services are designed and delivered, and explore how public bodies and third sector groups can work together to improve services for individuals and communities.

Keynote speakers include Rob Pickford, Director of Social Services Wales, Andrew Goodall, Chief Executive of Aneurin Bevan Health Board, and Marcus Longley, Professor of Applied Health Policy and Director of WIHSC.

In the morning, delegates will have a series of workshops to choose from, including:

· Consortium development

· New ways of financing services

· Managing contracts successfully

· Measuring and demonstrating impact

· Unified assessment

· Changing behaviour

· Community benefits

· New ways of working with offenders

The afternoon is devoted to a discussion about new models of service delivery. Using the participative World Cafe format, all delegates will be able to share ideas and discuss the issues most important to them. A report from these discussions will feed into Welsh Assembly Government’s New Models of Service Delivery workstream.

Book your place now to secure your chance to shape the future of public service delivery in Wales. The full programme of events is available here. The booking form is here. Need to know more? Email help@wcva.org.uk, call 0800 2888 329 or visit www.wcva.org.uk.  

Return to training
Wales’ Third Sector Research Network annual conference 

12 July 2011, Holiday Inn, Cardiff City Centre
The last few years have seen the third sector adapt to new agendas in public service provision and the need to show the value of its work. Government funding cuts have made this even more necessary – so the Third Sector Research Network annual conference couldn’t be more timely. 

Highlights of the day include WCVA’s research experts reporting on the ‘state of the sector’ surveys from 2009-2011, revealing trends and offering insight. Dr Domenico Moro of the Third Sector Research Centre at the University of Birmingham will discuss measuring the value of the sector by considering the number of paid employees, and Andrea Westall, also of the Third Sector Research Centre, will offer her thoughts on Social Return on Investment. Also, Professor Siobhan McCloud, of the University of Glamorgan, will address delegates on the drivers for impact measurement in Wales – and there’ll be much more besides.

Don’t miss out – the Research Network annual conference could be influential in determining the next steps for your organisation.

Click here for the full programme. To book, email kgobir@wcva.org.uk.

Return to training
Other training
Communication Counts
Thursday 23 June 2011, City Hall, Cardiff

21 & 22 September 2011, Glyndwr University, Wrexham
2011 is the national year of communication. Afasic Cymru is holding these events to celebrate the year. The events will encourage partnership/collaborative working, sharing good practice and raising awareness of specific language impairment (SLI) and speech, language and communication needs (SLCN). Both events will host an exhibition, advice, resources and services relating to speech language and communication needs. Further details are available from Jeanette for Cardiff event on 029 2046 5854 or Yvonne for Wrexham event on 01745 550461. 
Safeguarding children – living with parental substance use and domestic violence
23 June 2011, Cardiff
The course looks at the overlapping issues of domestic violence and substance use and examines the impact of these on families, with a particular focus on safeguarding children. Participants will gain a better understanding of the factors that contribute to a ‘risk of harm’ to children’s development when growing up with these dual issues. The course involves skill development on practice based issues such as asking questions about children, risk assessment and referral, as well as providing an oversight of the relevant legislation, policies and procedures for workers who support family members. Further details are available from NewLink Wales, tel 029 2052 9002, email info@newlinkwales.org.uk or visit www.newlinkwales.org.uk. 

Improving school standards
Wednesday 29 June 2011, Julian Hodge Lecture Theatre, Cardiff University – 6pm for 7.00pm
The Minister for Education and Skills will give a keynote address on ‘Improving School Standards’ followed by a Question and Answer session. In February Permanent Secretary Gill Morgan predicted that the Welsh Government's robust response to the poor PISA education attainment published last December will prove a transformational moment in the first 20 years of devolution. In this keynote lecture for education policy in the fourth Assembly, the new Welsh Government's Education Minister Leighton Andrews will set out in detail how he intends to make this happen. To register for this event please email emmabrennan@iwa.org.uk or call 029 2066 0820. This event is free. For a full conference programme please visit our website Click here for more information
Wales – A Cooperative Nation
Saturday 2 July 2011, UWIC School of Management, Llandaf, Cardiff
A Co-operative Group Conference in association with the IWA

The Co-operative, in addition to being a significant commercial force in Wales is renowned as a powerful advocate of ethical trading and as a campaigner on key social and global issues. The Co-operative in Wales is holding this special one-day conference, in association with the Institute of Welsh Affairs, and in co-operation with a host of partner organisations, to explore how we in Wales can address key issues such as: tackling global poverty; inspiring young people; combating climate change. The keynote address will be delivered by Professor Mark Drakeford, AM for Cardiff West, and chief policy adviser to Rhodri Morgan when he was First Minister. This event is free to attend, please call to register your place on 029 2066 0820 or email emmabrennan@iwa.org.uk. For a full conference programme please visit our website Click here for more information
Motivational interviewing for young people with substance misuse issues
7 & 8 July 2011, Cardiff
This newly developed two-day course is highly participative. Theoretical input is minimal as time is largely dedicated to skills practice to enable workers to develop skills which can be directly woven in to their current practice. This course is suitable for people working with young people who wish to adapt motivational interviewing techniques specifically to this client group. Further details are available from NewLink Wales, tel 029 2052 9002, email info@newlinkwales.org.uk. 

Planning Aid Wales AGM
12 July 2011, Chapter Arts, Canton, Cardiff – 18:30
Planning Aid Wales’ AGM is open to all. They will be celebrating the work of PAW volunteers with a short five minute presentation from four volunteers who have contributed a great deal over the past year. Further details are available from Sioned Pearce, tel 029 2062 5006, email Sioned@planningaidwales.org.uk. 
Maximising disability living allowance and attendance allowance
12 July 2011, Norbury House, Fairwater, Cardiff
These benefits are for disabled claimants. They are the most under claimed of all benefits and are paid in addition to other benefits. A successful claim can lead to a large increase in income as new premiums of means tested benefits may then become payable. They may also lead to an increase in a carer's benefits. This course will include: common misconceptions; the non disability tests; the disability tests; tactics for completing claim forms and the claim process; typical awards for certain 'claimant groups' for example those with mental health problems, visual and hearing impairments; maximising benefits; under claimed benefits and premiums; at a glance structure of the disability tests. Further details are available from Oliver Cardinali or Kathryn Jellings on 029 2055 3687 or email olivercardinali@cymorthcymru.org.uk.   

National Rural Touring Forum Conference 2011: extending the reach
Tuesday 12 - Thursday 14 July 2011, University of Wales Newport, Caerleon Campus 
Bookings for the 2011 NRTF conference are coming in thick and fast. The latest schedule contains information on sessions and speakers as well as a full list of showcased companies. If you haven't booked a place at this amazing event - now is the time go to www.nrtf.org.uk for more information or click www.nrtf.org.uk/bookingform_non_members.asp to book your place on line. Night Out is the host scheme for this amazing three day event organised in partnership with the National Rural Touring Forum. The NRTF annual conference provides a chance to attend seminars and talks, showcases of great artists, meet community touring schemes from round the UK and international partners, catch up with voluntary promoters and arts officers and browse the performers market place.
Training the Trainer
21 & 22 July 2011, Cardiff
The course is suitable for people new to delivering training and provides an introduction to training skills. The course content includes: identifying training needs; writing aims and objectives; designing a training course; presenting information; training methods; dealing with difficulties in groups; simple assessment and evaluation. Further details are available from NewLink Wales, tel 029 2052 9002, email info@newlinkwales.org.uk. 

Religious diversity – anti discrimination
13 & 14 October 2011, Cardiff
This two day course aims to address diversity and discrimination issues related to religion and belief. Issues related to the diversity of religion and belief or non-belief are becoming increasingly important. Not only has this country become more religiously diverse, providing a rich opportunity for intercultural understanding, but also religious diversity has become an undeniable aspect in many modern-day conflicts in intercultural relations. It is important to respect individual religious and belief identities whilst at the same time being able to confront prejudice and discrimination. For further information and a booking form contact: Sadia Ahmed, Training Assistant, email: sadia@cvcdp.org, tel: 029 2036 8888.
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End of e-briefing
Disclaimer
Inclusion of third party information in WCVA’s members' email briefing does not constitute an endorsement by WCVA. WCVA takes no responsibility for the quality of third party events, products or services featured in this briefing. Whilst every care is taken to provide accurate information, neither WCVA nor the editor undertakes any liability for any error or omission. If you wish to be deleted from this mailing list, please email help@wcva.org.uk.  
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