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Are you looking for funding? 
If you are looking for funding for your organisation or project, WCVA can carry out a funding search for its members on Grantfinder. Contact the Helpdesk on 0800 2888 329, help@wcva.org.uk or complete a funding enquiry form online here. 
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Contracts & tenders
To promote your organisation to public sector purchasers and to get free email alerts of relevant tenders and contracts, register with Sell2Wales - www.sell2wales.co.uk. 
Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: Creative & Cultural Skills

For the attention of: Miss Catrin Cooke, 1 Caspian Point, Pier Head Street, Cardiff Bay CF10 4DQ. Tel 029 2044 4195, email catrin.cooke@ccskills.org.uk, www.ccskills.org.uk. 

Object of the contract
An evaluation of the creative apprenticeships Wales pilot programme
Creative and Cultural skills is the sector skills council representing crafts, cultural heritage, design, music, performing, literary and visual arts. We are seeking to commission professional evaluation services for its Creative Apprenticeship programme in Wales, piloted through the Sector Priority Fund Pilot programme.

The project has established 4 regional hubs of Creative Apprenticeship activity across 5 creative industry pathways (Cultural Heritage, Community Arts, Technical Theatre, Live Events and Promotions, Costume and Wardrobe) over 2 years.

The Creative Apprenticeship equips people with knowledge, skills and awareness via on the job training, which employers often cite is missing from new entrants. This offers a structured vocational route into employment.

The evaluation aims to establish the success of the Creative Apprenticeships project in terms of delivery and sustainability, across Wales in the 5 different pathways. 

Expected outcomes from the evaluation include an interim report detailing research activities undertaken and initial findings, a detailed final evaluation, an impact analysis indicating educational, economic, financial and social return on investment and a feasibility study

Instructions to suppliers
Please complete and return your response no later than 18.00 on 8 June 2011.

The tender should be no longer than 3,000 words including appendices. Contractors are asked to submit an electronic version of their tender and a hard copy version.
Reference number: SPFP001002

Deadline date: 8 June 2011

Resources
Invitation to Tender (202 Kb) 

Letter to Suppliers (441 Kb) 

Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: Caerphilly County Borough Council

For the attention of: Mrs Kate Morgan, Procurement Services, Caerphilly County Borough Council, Penallta House, Tredomen Park, Ystrad Mynach, Hengoed CF82 7PG. Tel 01443 864702, email morgak6@caerphilly.gov.uk, www.caerphilly.gov.uk/working/business/procurementservices/index.htm. 

Object of the contract
Community Based Play
The contract period is from 01/10/2011 to 30/09/2013, with an option to extend for up to a further period of 12 months.

The purpose of this service will be to offer pre-school age children with disabilities living within Caerphilly County Borough Council the choice of inclusion in local playgroups close to their home, providing integrated play opportunities in their local communities on a weekly basis up to the time that they start school. The service will be provided to pre school age children with significant disabilities and complex needs. Children will be at least 2 when the service starts but may be referred 3 months before their second birthday. The service will end when the child enters nursery school or reaches their fourth birthday.
Instructions to suppliers
The procurement process for this arrangement will follow a two-stage process of a Selection stage and Specification Response Stage as per the tender documentation.

Deadline for expressions of interest is 8 June 2011 and must be made by email to Kate Morgan as per the listed contact details in this notice.
Deadline for submission of tender documents is 14:00 15 June 2011.
Reference number: CCBC/PS780/11/KM

Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: WAG SF – Waste Policy & Local Env Quality

For the attention of: Miranda Lewis, Waste Regulation Policy Branch, Welsh Assembly Government, Floor 3, Cathays Park, Cardiff CF10 3NQ. Tel 029 2082 1541, email Miranda.lewis@wales.gsi.gov.uk. 

Object of the contract
Site Waste Management Plan regulation (Wales)
The Welsh Assembly Government (the client) is seeking to appoint suitably qualified and experienced contractor to assist the drafting of the consultation document for the Site Waste Management Plan (SWMP) Regulations in Wales and support the client in the drafting of regulations. The consultation document, draft regulations, draft guidance and summary of responses report will be owned and published by the client. 

The successful contractor will be required to:

a) Draft key sections of the consultation document for SWMP, using policy detail developed by consultants on a previous contract and policies and views set out in the Wales Waste Strategy. The consultation document will include an executive summary document, written concisely and outlining key proposals contained within the main consultation report. Ensure that the main consultation report includes the background information and Welsh Assembly policy reasoning for each consultation question. Detailed statistics and calculations should be provided in the Appendices. Please note that this task may be changed due to progress made by the client in drafting the consultation document before contract commences.
b) Provide input, advice and support to the client on drafting regulations, writing sections where necessary to outline the policy background and justification on the regulations. The client’s policy lead will take the lead on writing instructions with Legal department in the Assembly. 
c) Draft consultation questions. It is important that the consultation questions are drafted in a way to get the maximum input from consultation respondents.

d) Prepare and draft statutory guidance to accompany the consultation package.

e) Ensure that the consultation document and draft regulations are consistent with one another.

f) Meet and discuss at agreed intervals with project lead, progress meetings on monthly or more frequent basis if and when required.
g) Take the lead on steering group if and when required. This will involve chairing/manage discussions and projects groups as necessary. 

h) Provide support to the client and ensuring that the consultation document meets the criteria laid out by Assembly Government and HM guidance on drafting consultations and summarising responses.
i) Undertake an analysis of the responses received from the consultation and write a summary of responses report to inform the client on how the SWMP regulations should be structured and come into force in Wales. The summary of responses report should include an executive summary and recommendations for the client to make any necessary changes to SWMP policy and regulations. The contractor should make provision for the summary of responses report to be written by resources other than those responsible for the tasks (a) to (g).
Click here for further details.

Reference number: C-183/2010/11

Deadline date: 10 June 2011
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Funding
Big Lottery Fund announces Millennium Now Fund
The Big Lottery Fund (BIG) has revealed it is to launch an £11 million programme to invest in five projects to be chosen by the public. The announcement was made by BIG’s Chief Executive, Peter Wanless, as part of a report reviewing the economic and social impact of initiatives funded by the Millennium Commission.  For more information, interested parties are directed to the Millennium Now website.
(Source: Grantfinder newsflash, 13/5/11)
Funding to Combat Fuel Poverty (UK) 
The Scottish Power Energy People Trust has announced that the next application deadline for applications is 19 July 2011. The Trust can provide funds for not-for-profit organisations and groups who work with or represent the vulnerable and fuel poor. Priority will be given to projects aimed at helping families with young children and young people. The Scottish Power Energy People Trust will award grant funding up to a maximum of £100,000 for projects lasting for up to three years.

(Source: Grants Online, May 2011)
Friends Provident Foundation (UK)
The Friends Provident Foundation has announced the next application deadline for grants through its Financial Inclusion Programme is 5 August 2011. The Foundation makes grants of up to £200,000 to not-for-profit organisations for projects that address financial exclusion within disadvantaged communities. The Foundation will consider requests for capital or revenue funding, core funds or project costs. The Foundation is willing to consider applications from any type of legally independent organisation, but can only support work that is legally charitable.

(Source: Grants Online, May 2011)
The Potential Organisation
The Potential Organisation has launched a competition offering young people aged 11-14 the chance to bid for a starting grant of £200 that will go towards creating an enterprise that benefits their community. Individuals or groups of up to 5 young people are invited to apply. Ten projects will be shortlisted from the applications by the Potential Organisation Youth Advisory Board and the final five will be chosen by a board of prestigious judges from the fields of politics, football, acting and the Police. To find out more or to download the application form, please visit the website at: http://www.potentialorganisation.org/national-young-enterprise-competition
PRISM Fund
The PRISM (Preservation of Industrial and Scientific Material) Fund 2011-12 round is now open to applications. Museums, libraries, archives and preservation trusts entrusted with the care of industrial and scientific heritage can apply for grants of between £500 and £12,000 to help support the acquisition and conservation of items of historical industrial, technological and medical importance throughout England and Wales. Eligible costs include: purchase price; costs of dismantling; transport; re-erection; conservation/ restoration costs. There is no specified deadline for applications to this funding round - applications can be made at any time.
(Source: Grantfinder update, 18/5/11)

Water Recreation Challenge Fund (Splash)
Throughout Wales there is abundance of water; in the country’s rivers, canals, lakes and coastal areas. The Welsh Assembly Government is keen to see people enjoying that water – safely, sensibly and sustainably. The Water Recreation Challenge Fund was set up to help achieve this.
Grants are being offered to public and private organisations, private individuals, voluntary and community groups for projects that improve and promote access to waterways across the country. The minimum grant available is £5,000 and the maximum is £100,000 which can cover up to 100 per cent of the necessary project costs. Examples of projects that could receive funding include providing a walkway along an old canal and making it suitable for wheelchairs, or building a pontoon at a reservoir to allow for fishing and boating. Applications will be assessed on a quarterly basis. 2011 deadlines for receipt of applications: 27 May; 24 June; 26 August; 21 October.
(Source: Grantfinder update, 18/5/11)

Awards
Ambition Axa Awards
The Ambition Axa Awards programme is designed to find exceptionally talented 11 to 18 year olds in the UK who deserve the opportunity to develop their skills through a mentoring programme delivered by someone who is already a leader in their area of expertise. There will be five prizes, each comprising a mentoring programme designed by Axa for a period of one year and with a combined value of up to £200,000. One prize will be awarded to the winner of each of the following categories: sports; community; the arts; science and enterprise. The entrant may seek help from an adult (a parent, guardian, teacher, mentor or coach) if needed. The deadline for receipt of entries is 14 October 2011. 

(Source: Grantfinder update, 18/5/11)
Cerebra Children’s Awards 2011

The deadline date for nominations is 10 June 2011. This year, for the first time, Cerebra are encouraging short video nominations (no more than 3 minutes) that tell the story behind the nomination. Please give as much detail as to who you are nominating, their name, their age and why you feel they should be given the award. They cannot return any video footage or photographs. To find out more information regarding different categories and terms and conditions please visit www.cerebra.org.uk or contact Melanie Dean on 01267 242556 or by email at melanied@cerebra.org.uk.
Tilley Awards

The Government’s Home Office is seeking entrants to the 2011 Tilley Awards. For over 10 years the Awards have recognised innovative crime fighting projects where community groups, the public and police work together locally to tackle crime and related issues. Although the Awards operate across the UK the eligibility guidelines vary from country to country. In England and Wales entry is open to any crime reduction or community safety organisation/project. Charities must be registered. All entries must be formally endorsed by the chair of your local Crime and Safety Partnership or Local Criminal Justice Board.  

Full details about the Tilley Awards are available at www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/crime/tilley-awards-11/guidance-tilley-2011?view=Binary and the website www.homeoffice.gov.uk/crime/tilley-awards/tilley-awards-11/. There’s an application form at www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/crime/tilley-awards-11/tilley-application. Closing dates are 13 June or 5 September depending on the project type.

(Source: fundinginformation.org, 12/5/11)
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Wales Africa Community Links (WACL) – www.walesafrica.org
Summer Grants for international work

a) Wales Africa Community Links development grants ‘Summer Grants Round’ is currently open with a deadline of 13 June. For more information please visit - http://www.walesafrica.org/funding_apply_for_a_grant.html
b) Forestry Grants: Wales Africa Community Links are pleased to announce the opening of applications for our first new 'project grants' scheme - for Community Forestry Projects. In partnership with the Size of Wales project and funded by the Waterloo Foundation, these grants of up to £4,000 will support a small number of community links to develop forest conservation and treeplanting initiatives with their African partners. Visit Forestry Projects application page here. Application deadline Monday 13 June 2011.

c) Clean Energy Grants: The clean energy 'project grants' scheme will be launched early June - for Clean Energy Projects. In partnership with the Welsh Assembly Government's Climate Change Division, these 'carbon investment grants' of up to £15,000 will support a small number of community links to develop green energy generation schemes with their African partners. Although the scheme will not be launched until early June, we know many links may want to discuss prospective projects with African partners as early as possible, for this reason we have set up in advance the Clean Energy Projects page here. Application deadline Monday 5 September 2011.   
Wales for Africa International Development Summit, 6 June 2011

Book your free place now for the UK’s largest International Development Summit on 6 June 2011, which is taking place in Cardiff. The theme for this year's summit is Civil Society and International Development: Pursuing Quality and Impact. 

You can book a stall for the event - a great opportunity to profile your work in the International sector in Wales. More than 400 delegates will be attending the summit, including representatives from DFID and other major funding bodies. For more information view the event page here. 

For all enquiries regarding the summit, please contact the Welsh Centre for International Affairs at summit@wcia.org.uk or call 02920 228 549.  

Wales Africa Community Links – Training programme 2011

WACL have launched their international development training programme for community links and small organisations. The 4 interconnected courses will cover: 1) Funding 2) Monitoring, Evaluation and Impact Assessment 3) Planning Development Projects and 4) Communications and working with the media. 

For more information visit WACL training programme webpage.

Wales Africa Community Links – New website

WACL have launched a new website www.walesafrica.org covering a wide range of resources and information around developing and delivering international projects, including funding, best practice, networking, and resources.  

Offices for rent in Pontypridd
Wales Council for Deaf People has high quality offices for rent. The offices are in a central location and have conference facilities and a training room. The offices could be suitable for Solicitors, Architect, Accountants or similar charities. The offices are based at Glenview House, Courthouse Street, Pontypridd CF37 1JY. For further information contact Mrs M A Roberts, tel 01443 485687, email mail@wcdeaf.org.uk. 

Research on the Big Society
Mrs Wahida Shan Kent, Director of ABCD Cymru, is studying for an MBA at the University of Glamorgan. For her dissertation she has chosen to look at the concept of the Big Society, and what meaning the not-for-profit sector attach to this phrase. Data for the research will be gathered via focus groups and face-to-face semi-structured interviews with members of the not-for-profit/voluntary sector. If you are willing to take part in this research, please contact Wahida via email wahidaabcdcymru@aol.com or call her on 029 2025 0055. All information will be anonymised and confidential and only used with the permission of participants. 
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Green News and Policy
Green Funding
News and Policy
Read the latest newsletter from Cynnal Cymru – Sustain Wales
Read the latest from the Energy Savings Trust & sign up for the monthly E bulletin.
Read the latest from the Carbon Trust & sign up for E newsletters.
Jane Davidson to lead new Institute for Sustainable Practice, Innovation and Resource Efficiency

The University of Wales Trinity Saint David is delighted to announce that its new institute for sustainability - INSPIRE (Institute for Sustainable Practice, Innovation and Resource Efficiency) – will be led by Jane Davidson (previous Minister for Environment and Sustainability in the Welsh Government) in partnership with Peter Davies (Commissioner for Sustainable Futures in Wales) who is already a Professor of Professional Practice at the University, and Andy Middleton (Managing Director TYF).

INSPIRE will support embedding sustainability within the University’s curriculum at all levels as well as engaging with the widest number of organisations to develop sustainable practice across all sectors in Wales and further afield.

Report sheds light on low income, high energy consumers
A CSE report commissioned by Ofgem sheds new light on the small number of low income households who are also high energy consumers and seeks to find out more about this vulnerable group.

What is the Nest programme and how can it help people in fuel poverty?
Nest is a Welsh Assembly Government scheme designed to make private sector

households warmer and healthier places to live. To be eligible for a Nest Whole

House assessment, householders must own or privately rent their home, be in receipt of a means-tested benefit, and live in an energy inefficient property with an energy efficiency rating of F or G.

Fuel poverty is defined as people who spend more than 10 per cent of their household income on heating their home. Nest aims to improve the energy performance of Wales’ housing stock, targeting the groups most at risk.

New energy saving rating labels to be introduced
New energy saving rating labels will be introduced from June to help consumers identify the most energy efficient TVs, washing machines, dishwashers and fridge freezers. The European Energy Label includes a rainbow of coloured bars and an indicator showing how well that product performs. The labels currently run from A-G. A is the best and displayed as dark green, while G is the worst, depicted as red. The new labels will see the introduction of A+ and A++ so that products that have gone the extra energy saving mile gain more credit. The view full article: http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Nl1/Newsroom/DG_196916 
2010 renewables target missed

The UK failed to reach its 10% renewable electricity target for 2010, producing only 6.5% of electricity from renewable sources, in spite of a subsidy to renewable generators amounting to approximately £5 billion in the period 2002 to 2010, and £1.1 billion in 2010. 

On 13 April 2011, the Renewable Energy Foundation (REF) published an Information Note on the performance of the UK renewables sector in 2010 based on analysis of new DECC and Ofgem data. The work shows that the 2010 target for renewable electricity has been missed by a large margin, and confirms longstanding doubts as to the feasibility of this target, and the still more ambitious target for 2020.

Onshore wind Load Factor in 2010 fell to 21%, as opposed to 27% in 2009, while offshore fared better declining from 30% in 2009 to 29% in 2010.

The failure to meet the 2010 target confirms doubts as to the UK’s ability to reach the 2020 EU Renewable Energy Directive target for 15% of Final Energy Consumption, a level requiring at least 30% of UK electricity to be generated from renewable sources.

To view full article: www.ref.org.uk/attachments/article/230/pr%2011.04.13.pdf 

3-Day Energy Awareness Training  

(Leading to NEA/City & Guilds 6176-01 examination and qualification)

Course dates


Tutor


Location
6, 7 & 13 July 2011

Jane Edgington
Cardiff

5, 6 & 12 October 2011
Jane Edgington
Cardiff

Course outline
NEA’s energy awareness course will enable participants to advise clients on a range of issues including: the efficiency and appropriate use of heating and hot water systems; different payment methods for gas and electricity; how to avoid condensation; potential for thermal insulation improvements.

Duration:
3 days training plus a 1-day examination

Further details and bookings: Lynsey Thompson, tel 0191 2615677, email lynsey.thompson@nea.org.uk. 

Defra produce new webpage to show all environmental statistics

The Department for Energy, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has produced a new statistics webpage which puts all the environmental facts and stats in one place. Statistics released include air quality, bio diversity, waste and recycling and sustainable development indicators. To view the statistics, please visit the Defra website.
Pathfinder Programme - Community Action for Climate Change
Pathfinder is a new programme to support community action on climate change. Pathfinder is a two year programme, funded by the Welsh Assembly Government and managed by the environmental charity Severn Wye Energy Agency (SWEA). Six Pathfinder Officers are now in post, each covering different areas of Wales. The Pathfinder officers will:
· Support and encourage community groups/organisations to take action on climate change. This will be done through advice, sign posting and helping share ideas and good practice.

· Identify ongoing and potential climate action and sustainable development work carried out by communities, so that their work is shared with others in Wales.

· Gather evidence of what works when communities lead on climate action. This will be focussed on lowering community carbon footprints by changing behaviour around transport, energy, water saving and food.

Creating a sustainable future for Wales
April marks the beginning of an exciting time for Cynnal Cymru and for sustainable development in Wales. Following the closure of the Sustainable Development Commission, at the end of March 2011, Cynnal Cymru will have a strengthened role, providing independent policy advice, while continuing to:

· Promote sustainable development;

· be a catalyst for change towards sustainable development in all sectors of Welsh society;

· act as a forum within Wales for the development, canvassing, exchange and dissemination of views, information and policies on sustainable development; 

· be a bridge between the Assembly Government and civil society.

From 1 April, the newly appointed Commissioner for Sustainable Futures, Peter Davies (formerly the SDC Commissioner for Wales) will provide advice to the Assembly Government and leadership for sustainable development across Wales. The Commissioner’s role will be supported by Cynnal Cymru, enabling the views and experiences of Cynnal’s members to be shared with the Commissioner and fed into his advice to government. 

You can contact the Commissioner on commissionerforsustainablefutures@sustainwales.com.    
The SDC’s new report: ‘Fairness in a Car Dependent Society’, is now available on their website as a PDF file: http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/publications.php?id=1179
Also available - Looking back, Looking Forward: Sustainability and UK food policy 2000 – 2011, http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/publications.php?id=1181
Trees and woods for wellbeing and quality of life
Well-being is a broad term that includes physical, social and psychological dimensions. It is a contested concept and there is a need to draw together current ideas and link them to the natural environment to explore how nature contributes to people’s well-being. The Forestry Commission have a selection of research documents & discussion papers that draw together debates on well-being, forestry and ecosystem services to stimulate discussion and help focus the well-being research agenda.

Plans for energy from water in Welsh forests

The Forestry Commission Wales (FCW) has identified a number of sites within the public forest estate with the potential to develop hydro-energy schemes. Rural Affairs Minister, Elin Jones, has given an update on her request to the FCW to identify the potential for renewable energy schemes to be developed with local communities. Please click HERE for further details.
FreeTree

FreeTree provides local individuals, community groups and schools or other educational establishments with free trees, either broadleaf deciduous or fruit/nut trees to plant in their gardens, community space or woodland. This encourages the growth of trees not only for firewood and food but also to act as a carbon sink and educates local individuals and groups in the propagation, planting and care of trees. There are many circumstances where naturally re-generated tree seedlings do not come to maturity. Where the seeds drop too close to the parent tree to get enough light, water and nutrition or where there are high levels of competition from weeds or other ground vegetation. Natural grazing also takes its toll and of course, sometimes the trees are just growing in the wrong place.

FreeTree, which was formed in March 2009, started potting up the tree seedlings and giving them away at green fairs. Last year they gave away 90 trees to local people and community groups and only last spring had the first opportunity to link a local tree planter who had over stock, with a small woods owner. This resulted in nearly 3,000 bare root trees being planted where they would otherwise have been destroyed. Visit www.freetree.info.
EU Roadmap for moving to a competitive low carbon economy
The European Union is making real efforts to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions. Over the past two decades, emissions have gone down by 16%, whereas the economy has grown by 40% over the same period. If current policies are fully implemented, the EU is on track to achieve its targets for 2020 of reducing emissions to 20% below 1990 levels and raising the share of renewables in its energy mix to 20%. We are currently only halfway towards the third goal for 2020 - improving energy efficiency by 20%; much greater efforts will be needed to meet this target.

With its ‘Roadmap for moving to a competitive low-carbon economy in 2050 [image: image1.png]


[66 KB]’ the European Commission is looking beyond these 2020 objectives and setting out a plan to meet the long-term target of reducing domestic emissions by 80 to 95% by mid-century as agreed by European Heads of State and governments. It shows how the sectors responsible for Europe's emissions - power generation, industry, transport, buildings and construction, as well as agriculture - can make the transition to a low-carbon economy over the coming decades.

The Human Wellbeing & Coastal Resilience Network
The Human Wellbeing and Coastal Resilience network website details how this particular network has been ‘brought together by a common concern over the growing vulnerability of coastal people and the ecosystem services on which they depend.’
HWCRN aims to connect, and support, activities that work towards improved governance for human wellbeing and coastal resilience worldwide. Of particular interest and relevance at this time is the definition used by the HWCRN for social wellbeing in the context of limited environmental resources. In Wales, a country with discernable inequalities, the Human Wellbeing and Coastal Resilience Network’s concerns strike a chord. Namely, ‘what results in improvements in one person’s wellbeing may result in another’s ill-being - the heart of the challenge for governance and policy is how to recognise and deal with wellbeing trade-offs, conflicts and hard choices.’ For more information please visit: http://www.wellcoast.org/ 

Vulnerability to heatwaves and drought: adaptation to climate change

The Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JFR) has released a publication which introduces the concept of vulnerability to climate change within the context of social justice and examines two early case studies of adaptation in the south-west of England. These examples are the implementation of the national Heatwave Plan and the trend towards differential water pricing based on usage (including the trial of a rising block tariff for water). The report also highlights the need for a more systematic consideration of current and future vulnerabilities in local, sector and national adaptation planning. To view the report, please visit the JRF website.

Changing climate, changing infrastructure 
Roads, railways, energy and water supply networks and other infrastructure all need to be able to cope with the effects of a changing climate. The first batch in a series of reports produced by organisations which maintain national infrastructure and published by Defra have set out potential risks and solutions. Reports from seven organisations including Network Rail, National Grid and the Highways Agency were carried out at the request of Defra under the Climate Change Act to ensure that organisations with a crucial role in running the country’s infrastructure are preparing for the threats and opportunities which climate change will pose. In total 91 organisations will be asked to submit reports to Defra over the next year. The reports published so far can be viewed here.

The Welsh Assembly Government has awarded a contract to take forward the initiative, entitled Personalised Travel Planning, to three successful tenderers – Sustrans and Socialdata, JMP Consultants and Steer Davies Gleave. The Assembly Government will now be working closely with Sustrans and Socialdata, who ranked first in the procurement tender process, as work on this initiative gets underway. Personalised Travel Planning (PTP) seeks to challenge habitual use of the car, enabling more journeys to be made on foot, bike, bus, train or in shared cars. This is achieved through the provision of information, incentives, and motivation directly to individuals to help them voluntarily make more informed travel choices. Click here to read more.
Green Dragon programme to support social enterprises

Social enterprises across Wales are to benefit from a free programme that will establish environmental management systems and develop their businesses using the Green Dragon Environmental Standard. 

Groundwork, in partnership with the Wales Co-operative Centre’s Social Enterprise Support Project, has been awarded a contract to deliver Level 1 and Level 2 of the Green Dragon Environmental Standard to social enterprises across the convergence areas of Wales. The Green Dragon Environmental Standard is a stepped system comprising five Levels of achievement, which provides the framework to make cost savings, comply with legislation, improve environmental performance and increase competitiveness
The programme is free up to Level 2 of Green Dragon for qualifying social enterprises and offers the benefits of financial savings and improved environmental performance. The Project is part-funded by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) through the European Union’s Convergence programme which is administered by the Welsh Assembly Government.

Places on the programme are limited, so if you are a social enterprise interested in participating, please contact Alison Bedford, Environment Project Coordinator on 01978 757524, alison.fuller@groundwork.org.uk. For further information about Green Dragon please visit: www.greendragonems.com.
New WCVA Affinity Scheme - Can you save money and make a difference?

Before you start to work out how to reduce CO2 usage, first find out if your current energy bill bares any resemblance to what you actually used.
65 per cent of charities pay annually on estimated billing

15 per cent of charities are on the wrong profile

5 per cent of charities pay the wrong bill or indeed getting no bill at all

Utility Aid will help you understand your actual energy usage, check exactly what you are paying for, and then advise on how to really make a difference both to you and the planet, all whilst also offering a pathway into the realms of the wholesale energy market.

WCVA has signed an agreement with Utility Aid to promote their services to our members. As energy brokers to the SCVO, CFDG, Charity Buying Group and more, Utility Aid has worked in the not-for-profit sector for over the last ten years reducing bills, controlling costs and helping our clients on the way to making a difference. They are a bespoke organisation designed to work at your pace to talk in your language. What is even more remarkable, as a charity, you are eligible for a free, no obligation energy audit to start you on your way. So call Lotte on 0808 178 8170 (free phone) or visit www.utility-aid.co.uk.
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Energyshare Fund Launched
Through the new Energyshare Fund, grants of up to £100,000 are available to give registered community groups in Britain the opportunity to save energy and get involved in sourcing, using and generating their own renewable energy. Projects must be supported by the local community, create a tangible and lasting impact and be able to inspire more community renewable projects. Applicants need to register online and generate as much support as possible on their group’s page because communities with the most support are more likely to be invited through to the next stage of the application process. The deadline for the first round of funding is 31 May 2011.  

Environment Wales: Supporting Sustainable Living Grants Scheme
The Supporting Sustainable Living grants scheme, which was launched recently is a newly commissioned grant scheme funded by the Welsh Assembly Government. This innovative new scheme will be delivered by Environment Wales, in collaboration with the initiatives’ new core partner Cynnal Cymru – Sustain Wales. 

 

The scheme will support projects that will help reduce Wales’ greenhouse gas emissions – or build resilience to the impacts of climate change - through tackling specific behaviours or lifestyle choices. Through these pioneering projects, it is envisaged that citizens of Wales will be empowered to undertake changes to enable a more sustainable lifestyle. 

 

The value of the scheme is £250,000 and will be made available to all sectors within Wales. It is expected that the majority of grant applications will range between £5,000 and £15,000. However in exceptional circumstances this figure can rise to up to £35,000. 

  
Information about the new scheme will be made available through Environment Wales on 02920 431727 or info@environment-wales.org.  There will also be other opportunities later in the year to learn more about the scheme and how Environment Wales can assist with the development of your project. 
Carbon Trust and Siemens launch £550 million green finance initiative
A joint partnership has been announced between the Carbon Trust and Siemens, designed to provide UK businesses with green equipment finance worth up to £550 million over the next three years. The new green financing scheme will give UK firms the opportunity to cover the upfront costs of energy efficiency investments when it launches on 4 April 2011. Siemens will manage the provision of the funding, totalling £550 million, over the next three years and the Carbon Trust will use its experience of managing energy efficiency projects to assess the carbon, energy and cost savings of loan applications, ensuring that the financing pays for itself through reduced energy bills. 

The new venture is expected to further assist the Carbon Trust, following a recent announcement that its budget is being cut by 40 per cent over the next year owing to government spending cuts. 

British Gas Energy Trust invests additional fund for the vulnerable
The British Gas Energy Trust has announced that it will be investing an additional £20 million into assisting vulnerable customers in target areas of Great Britain. Additional funds, which form part of a £35 million package, will be distributed during 2011 and 2012 through grants to help clear gas and electricity debts with British Gas and grants to clear other essential household debts or to purchase essential household items. 

The programme is open to applications from voluntary sector organisations, registered charities and not-for-profit groups operating in the following areas (identified by the Government indices of deprivation):

· England: Yorkshire and the Humber, Liverpool and Nottingham.

· Scotland: Borders.

· Wales: South Wales

The Trust actively encourages bids that involve partnerships and collaborative working between organisations. Levels of individual grants are not stipulated by the Trust. Applications may be submitted at any time. 
The Glastir Woodland Creation Grant Scheme
The new Glastir Woodland Creation Scheme aims to help to fulfil the commitment to create more native and mixed woodland as set out in Woodlands for Wales, the Welsh Assembly Government's woodland strategy. It is a bespoke element of Glastir, Wales's new sustainable land management scheme and offers grants to landowners, especially farmers, to create new woodlands on their land.

There will be three types of grant available to all landowners in Wales - woodland establishment grants, fencing grants and woodland creation premium grants. The maximum amount available will be £10,000 per hectare over the 15 years of payments. Grants for fencing of £3.15 per metre are provided where required. The grants can support the costs of creating new woodlands as well as 'income foregone payments' for taking land out of agriculture. Any landowner in Wales may apply, regardless of whether they are a farmer or not. Applications may be submitted at any time. www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-6j2gxd. 

If you would like to include anything in the next edition of ‘green news’ please contact Jessica McQuade at WCVA: jmcquade@wcva.org.uk. 
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JRF Publications
The following publications have been added to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) website.

Poverty and ethnicity: A review of evidence
A review of evidence on the links between poverty and ethnicity. You can also view the eight papers this study draws on, focusing on different aspects of how poverty and ethnicity interact.
Read the accompanying blog from programme manager Helen Barnard.
Transforming social care: sustaining person-centred support
What are the hopes and frustrations in the everyday practice of person-centred support, or 'personalisation'?
Tackling housing market volatility in the UK
What measures can be taken to reduce housing market volatility in the UK?
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Policy
WCVA news
Consultations
WCVA news

WCVA regional policy events
	
	Tuesday 5 July 2011

Ivy Bush Royal Hotel, Carmarthen
	
	Wednesday 6 July 2011

Christchurch Centre, Newport

	
	Wednesday 13 July 2011

The Pavilion, Llandrindod Wells
	
	Thursday 14 July 2011

Morfa Hall, Rhyl


Building resilient communities to the impacts of climate change

WCVA’s next round of regional policy events will focus on how communities and organisations can prepare for the impact of climate change. These events will be jointly run with the Sustainable Futures Network. 

With the publication of the new UK climate change projections in 2009, it is clear that the impacts of climate change are likely to be very significant for Wales and the UK as we approach the middle of the 21st century. We can expect:
· Increased temperatures across all of the UK with greater warming in summer than in winter; 

· more winter rainfall and drier summers for much of the country; 

· rising sea levels especially in the south of the country.

As yet our understanding of the consequences of climate change for people living in Wales, and the third sector, is still at an early stage. We need to consider the impacts of the direct and indirect effects of climate change and the short and long term consequences of each in order to respond effectively.
The ability to change to face these challenges, develop community resilience and address equity issues in emerging responses is key so that some groups are not disproportionately negatively affected. The third sector needs to consider how its beneficiaries will cope with these new challenges and what changes may need to be made to its services to support them.

As there is great uncertainty, it is very important that we start building the resilience of our organisations and communities so that we can recover more quickly. We need to build in a high level of robustness, especially supporting people already marginalised. Adaptations to climate change can also offer us opportunities and help us to regenerate our communities. 

To support the sector to address these challenges and opportunities, July’s round of policy events will offer a day on how climate change will affect our communities, and how the third sector has a key role in building resilience to meet these changes. Participants will come away from the day with an increased understanding of what climate change means for their organisations and their beneficiaries along with a focused set of activities for their organisation to help them build climate change into their planning.

These regional policy events are relevant for all third sector organisations, especially those who may offer services to already marginalised and disadvantaged groups who are most vulnerable to climate change, such as older people, disabled people, people living in poverty. It is also relevant to third sector organisations who offer services which will be impacted by the change in weather patterns, for example health and social care organisations and housing associations.

The regional policy events will take place in Carmarthen on 5 July, Newport on 6 July, Llandrindod Wells on 13 July and Rhyl on 14 July. For more information on venues and to make a booking visit www.tinyurl.com/wcva-policy-policyevents or contact Sarah Baker policy@wcva.org.uk.
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Consultations
Local Area Summary Statistics
The Local Area Summary Statistics were published for the first time in May 2010. They bring together a range of existing data, including statistics on health, the economy, education and other areas of interest. They are updated as newer information becomes available to ensure that, as far as possible, they contain the most recent data.

To ensure that we are fulfilling the needs of our users, we are currently carrying out a consultation to seek feedback on the usefulness and usability of the Local Area Summary Statistics that we currently produce. We are seeking views on how the output can be improved and if there are any gaps in what we provide. The deadline for responses is 9 August 2011.

Pre-Consultation on moving the May Day Bank Holiday
The Tourism Strategy, published in March 2011, included a commitment to consult about possibly moving the May Day Bank Holiday to a new date at some other point in the year. While the Tourism Strategy set out a number of suggestions there may be other possible dates and ‘occasions’ which deserve active consideration. 


This pre-consultation therefore invites suggestions and supporting evidence for alternatives for a new date and occasion to possibly replace the May Day Bank Holiday, as well as allowing respondents to set out the issues that need to be included and considered within the main consultation. This pre-consultation will allow us to make the main consultation a comprehensive study of all the issues that are affected by the date and occasion of a bank holiday. It will also allow it to be more focused, with a limited number of options including an option to retain the current early May bank holiday. We welcome responses from all sources, whether individuals, companies, or any other organisation. The main consultation will allow those who support or oppose the movement of the May Day Bank Holiday to express their opinion and/or supply evidence. The deadline for responses is 9 June 2011.
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Procurement through Value Wales
Value Wales is the Welsh Assembly Government initiative set up to help public sector organisations’ procurement with efficiency savings via approved suppliers. This initiative has been opened up to voluntary organisations. The companies and products listed below are not specifically endorsed by WCVA but members are eligible to take advantage of the deals on offer.

The complete Value Wales catalogue and prices are available through the Value Wales – Buy4Wales site at www.buy4wales.co.uk. If you experience problems accessing the Buy4Wales site please contact carla.lavender@wales.gsi.gov.uk. 

European Electronique - Value Wales Framework Supplier WFEPC/025/07

Sales enquiries

Telephone: 0845 345 8340 Welsh Public Sector Enquiry Centre (local rate call).

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
 valuewales@euroele.com
Value Wales (Procurement)’s principle services include advice, guidance and support on best practice. It also undertakes a role in negotiating all-Wales contracts in key areas and leads national initiatives where centralised co-ordination will deliver benefits.

European Electronique is an ‘Approved Value Wales Supplier’ and a successful privately owned company with 130 permanent members of staff.

European Electronique is a Vendor Independent IT & Solutions provider with over 20 years experience providing products and solutions to the Public Sector.

Vendor independent products available under the framework from European Electronique

Lot 1: PC & TFT

Lot 2: Laptop

Lot 3: PC & TFT All Inclusive – Delivery to Desk service

Lot 4: Handhelds & PDA's

Lot 5: Printers

Lot 6: Servers

Lot 7: Networking

Lot 8: Storage

Services available to public sector in Wales

· Framework pricing for leading Manufacturers that should reflect the lowest attainable purchase pricing for the Welsh public sector.

· Demonstration & Evaluation Equipment.

· Free on site consultancy and advice on request.

· Dedicated Account Management.

· Free Delivery.

· Retrospective rebate Scheme for purchases during the contract period.

· All public sector bodies within Wales are awarded a credit account (30 days Net monthly) with European Electronique and are able to place orders immediately for next day delivery (Stock allowing).

Contacts at European Electronique

Please use the following contact points at European Electronique in order that we may provide the fastest possible solution to your enquiry.

Sales enquiries

Telephone:
0845 345 8340 Welsh Public Sector Enquiry Centre (local rate call).

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
valuewales@euroele.com
Your dedicated Customer Relationship Manager is David Castle;

Telephone:
01865 883300

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
dave.castle@euroele.com
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Training
Campaigning Masterclass
Structuring and writing competitive tenders
Wales Third Sector Public Service Delivery Conference
WCVA training
Other training
Campaigning Masterclass – 24 June 2011

Trainers: Alison Goldsworthy & Sheila Sampath
Duration: One day, 9:30am – 4pm. The morning session will be a formal training session and the afternoon will be a chance for bespoke support and work in small groups on individual campaigns.
Venue: Baltic House, Cardiff

Aims
To give participants an overview of strategic campaigning and provide tools and planning techniques they can use to mobilise both activists and policy makers.

Content
Armed with a strong idea and a targeted strategy, your message has the power to inspire dialogue, create understanding and foster social and political change. This interactive and participatory workshop will introduce the fundamentals of strategic campaigning and allow participants to explore and develop their own campaign objectives, messaging and tactics. The result is the basis for creative work that excites, inspires and engages your audiences.

Learning Outcomes
By attending this course, you will be able to:
· Become familiar with the elements of strategic campaigning.
· Make distinctions and draw connections between ideas, strategy, tactics and design.
· Think more strategically about your organisation’s story, message and targets.
· Apply these concepts to your own work in mobilising both the public and politicians and policy makers.
Who is this course for?
This course is designed for those working in the voluntary and community sector who are looking for strategic and inspiring ways to mobilise their supporters and create social change. It is aimed at those who already have some experience and understanding of campaigning and who are working on a campaign at present or will be doing so in the near future.

Cost: £32
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Structuring and writing competitive tenders

Boost your chances of winning public sector contracts by booking onto WCVA’s tendering master class – Structuring and writing competitive tenders.
· 14 June 2011, Rhyl 

· 15 June 2011, Cardiff

Delivered in partnership with DHRinterim, this ½ day skill-builder workshop will explore tools and techniques to maximise your success in tendering. Topics include:

· Structuring tender responses to ensure maximum impact and readability 

· Successfully working with evaluation criteria 

· Evidencing your statements more effectively 

· Working with word limits

It is anticipated that demand for places will be high – for more information or to book your place visit www.sustainablefundingcymru.org.uk/events or contact WCVA’s Helpdesk on 0800 2888 329 or help@wcva.org.uk 
Return to training
Breaking the Mould: Wales Third Sector Public Service Delivery Conference

Tuesday 28 June 2011, Cardiff City Stadium

10:00 - 16:30

WCVA’s Public Service Delivery Conference offers a unique opportunity to engage with and shape the debate about new models of service delivery. In the context of measures across Wales to improve efficiency and innovation in public services, the public sector is looking to the third sector for new ways of working.

This conference will provide practical guidance to third sector organisations delivering public services, highlight the sector’s contribution to innovation and change in the ways services are designed and delivered, and explore how public bodies and third sector groups can work together to improve services for individuals and communities.

Keynote speakers include Rob Pickford, Director of Social Services Wales, Andrew Goodall, Chief Executive of Aneurin Bevan Health Board, and Marcus Longley, Professor of Applied Health Policy and Director of WIHSC.

In the morning, delegates will have a series of workshops to choose from, including:

· Consortium development

· New ways of financing services

· Managing contracts successfully

· Measuring and demonstrating impact

· Unified assessment

· Changing behaviour

· Community benefits

· New ways of working with offenders

The afternoon is devoted to a discussion about new models of service delivery. Using the participative World Cafe format, all delegates will be able to share ideas and discuss the issues most important to them. A report from these discussions will feed into Welsh Assembly Government’s New Models of Service Delivery workstream.

Book your place now to secure your chance to shape the future of public service delivery in Wales. The full programme of events is available here. The booking form is here. Need to know more? Email help@wcva.org.uk, call 0800 2888 329 or visit www.wcva.org.uk.  
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WCVA training
Price bands 

A WCVA members 

B Voluntary and community organisations 

C Others

Marketing planning for managers
Tuesday 28 June 2011, CAVS, Carmarthen 

Trainer:  Angela Tillcock

Duration: 1 day 
         
Format: Training course
Aims: To introduce participants to the key principles that underpin the marketing planning process, and enable them to devise their own marketing plan to support the delivery of their organisation’s work.

You may have a brilliant product or service to offer but do the right people know about it?  How we engage with customers, whether they are consumers or other organisations, is crucial to our success in the voluntary sector, but few of us have the resources to employ marketing specialists.

This one-day course will help you improve your understanding of marketing, taking you through what is involved in the whole marketing process, from analysing your products and services, identifying target markets and choosing appropriate marketing tools.

The day will involve lots of practical exercises and relevant case studies and enable you to work on areas of your own marketing plan to take back to your organisation.

Who is it for?

This course is for managers and/or those leading marketing within their organisations and who need to be able to devise a marketing plan.
Fees:

A £125
B £155
C £185

Influencing the National Assembly for Wales

Tuesday 28 June Morfa Hall, Rhyl

Thursday 30 June  Baltic House, Cardiff
Trainer: Michelle Matheron/Jen Bradbury
Duration: ½ day     Format: Training course

Aims: To give participants a more detailed understanding of the role of the National Assembly for Wales, the opportunities that exist to influence decision-making using NAfW structures, staff and processes.

This course focuses in more detail on how the National Assembly for Wales works – in particular looking at processes for creating or amending Welsh legislation, the role of scrutiny, the work of the committees and how to find out what is happening at the Assembly. There will be an emphasis on identifying and explaining effective routes for influencing politicians, policy and legislation development, including the private members ballot and the petitions system, as well as looking at the roles of key staff such as committee clerks and finding out more about where to look for information.

Who is this course for?

This course will benefit those people who already have a fairly good understanding of the Welsh political landscape and/or have been on our Introduction to Welsh Politics and the basics of campaigning course. If you don’t understand how Welsh politics works, then please make sure you have attended one of our Introduction to Welsh Politics courses before booking a place on this course.
Fees:
  £25 for voluntary and community organisations operating in Wales.
Advanced facilitation
Thursday 30 June 2011, Newport YMCA

Trainer: Participation Cymru            Duration: 1 day                          Format: Training course 

Aims: To enable participants to enhance their existing facilitation skills and learn new techniques for facilitating groups

Participants will have the opportunity to learn about and practice different methods to enhance facilitation, including: using graphics to record and illustrate facilitated events, using voting and ranking techniques, the World Café method and consensus building. Techniques for managing conflict will also be included.

Who is this course for?

This course is aimed at those who already have some experience of facilitating meetings and events with citizens, communities, colleagues and partnerships and who want to develop their skills and add new methods to their toolbox.

Fees:

A £125
B £155
C £185 
Spaces still available book now to avoid disappointment!!

Time 4 young people
Wednesday 8 June 2011, Baltic House, Cardiff

Trainer: Timebanking Wales 

Duration:  1 day
         Format: Training course
Introduction to campaigning and lobbying
Tuesday 14 June 2011, Morfa Hall, Rhyl

Friday 17 June 2011, Baltic House, Cardiff

Trainer: Michelle Matheron/Jen Bradbury    
Duration: ½ day     Format: Training course
Confidence at public events
Thursday 16 June 2011, Carmarthen Leisure Centre, Carmarthen

Trainer: Mandy Williams


Duration: 1 day 
         Format: Training course
LEAN and quality assurance
Tuesday 21 June 2011, Baltic House, Cardiff

Trainer: WCVA 



Duration: ½ day 
         Format: Training course
Welsh Language Awareness
Wednesday 22 June 2011, Baltic House, Cardiff
Trainer: Cefin Campbell


Duration: 1 day
          Format Training course

For more information email training@wcva.org.uk or telephone the WCVA helpdesk on 0800 2888 329. 
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Other training
Mental health first aid
26 & 27 May 2011, Bronllys Hospital
The course will teach you to: give initial help to someone experiencing a mental health problem; deal with a crisis situation or the first signs of someone developing mental ill health; guide people towards appropriate help. The course is particularly relevant for those who are likely to come into contact with those at risk of experiencing mental distress such as nurses, community workers, front line staff and family members. Further details are available from April or Jo, Mid Powys Mind, tel 01597 824411.

Hay Festival June 2 - Big Society Panel Discussion

This event is in association with RSPB Cymru and is a chance to question the merits and impacts to the voluntary sector of Big Society – you can book online following the link below or go straight to the Hay Festival website www.hayfestival.com
http://www.hayfestival.com/s-213-thursday-2-june-2011.aspx?pagenum=2
The Big Lunch

Sunday 5 June 2011

Heard about The Big Lunch but not sure if you're going to get involved? It's not too late! Find out if a Big Lunch is happening near you by popping your postcode into our interactive map or take the plunge and get something organised with your neighbours. Our 5 step checklist and the UpMyStreet Street Party A-Z makes getting an event off the ground simple.
Wales for Africa – International Development Summit 2011
Monday 6 June 2011, Cardiff City Stadium
Following the success of last year’s summit a second will take place this year. A special feature of the summit will be a ‘big debate’ featuring four high profile speakers in the field of International development – with an eminent chair. In addition, key speakers will deliver challenging presentations on a number of key issues confronting the sector. The summit will touch on the following themes: civil society and International development; working with Westminster and DFID; the contribution of diaspora groups; sustainable funding; the quality of our effort; fair-trade and poverty; women in Africa; improving health in Africa; disability in Africa and Wales; climate change. For all enquiries regarding the summit, please contact the Welsh Centre for International Affairs at summit@wcia.org.uk or call 029 2022 8549.

Accessible information
8 June 2011, Cardiff
The course will enable you to make your written material easier to read for everyone and covers elements of the Equality Act 2010. The course covers: clear print; auxiliary aids; alternative formats; understand barriers faced by people with sight loss to access your information; exploration of accessible fonts; auditing own written material for accessibility; use of language for target audiences. For further details please contact Kara Townsend on 01792 325204, email kara.townsend@rnib.org.uk.  
Substance misuse awareness level one
20 & 21 June 2011, Wrexham
The course is aimed at people with little or no knowledge of substance misuse. The content includes: the main categories of drugs and their effects; alcohol and its effects; patterns of drug use; methods of drug use; introduction to service provision. Further details are available from NewLink Wales, tel 029 2052 9002, email info@newlinkwales.org.uk or visit www.newlinkwales.org.uk. 

Safeguarding children – living with parental substance use and domestic violence
23 June 2011, Cardiff
The course looks at the overlapping issues of domestic violence and substance use and examines the impact of these on families, with a particular focus on safeguarding children. Participants will gain a better understanding of the factors that contribute to a ‘risk of harm’ to children’s development when growing up with these dual issues. The course involves skill development on practice based issues such as asking questions about children, risk assessment and referral, as well as providing an oversight of the relevant legislation, policies and procedures for workers who support family members. Further details are available from NewLink Wales, tel 029 2052 9002, email info@newlinkwales.org.uk or visit www.newlinkwales.org.uk. 

Mudiad Meithrin National Conference: ‘Enhancing Young Children’s Play and Thinking Skills’

1 July 2011, MedRus Conference Centre, Aberystwyth

This special conference will give participants the opportunity to learn from Early Years experts namely Marion Dowling, who is an Early Year Consultant, Trainer and Author who will address on the topic ‘Young Children Thinking – Where is the Adult’, and Professor Christine Pascal, Director of the Centre for Research in Early Childhood (CREC) who’s topic will be ‘Enhancing Young Children’s Play and Thinking Skills’. 

In the afternoon participants will have the opportunity to attend 2 out of 3 interactive workshops conducted by the above experts, as well as Ann Samuel, who is a Primary Advisory Teacher for Welsh second language. The workshops will be on the following themes:
1. Enhancing Young Children’s Learning – How to observe and Assess.
2. Nurturing Young Children’s Creative Thinking.
3. Enhancing Children’s Welsh Language Skills in the Foundation Phase. 

 For more information or to book your place at the conference then visit www.mym.co.uk or contact dona@mym.co.uk. 
Charity Retail Conference 2011: Unlocking potential with a winning strategy

Monday 4 and Tuesday 5 July 2011

Keele Conference Park, Keele University, Staffordshire, ST5 5BG

This two day residential conference brings together those who work in charity retailing for networking and learning, in an informal environment. Delegates can update their knowledge in our practical and informative focus sessions, share ideas with other charity retailers and speak directly to potential commercial suppliers in the Exhibition hall. In the evening, delegates can relax at our dinner and awards ceremony, hosted by comedian Arthur Smith of ‘Grumpy Old Men’. To find out about our bursary scheme, to enter an award and to book, please visit our website www.charityretail.org.uk/conference or call the Charity Retail Association on 020 7255 4470.

Playing into the future – surviving and thriving
4-7 July 2011, Cardiff
How do we create a future where playing is valued and where every country and neighbourhood upholds every child's right to time, freedom and a safe enough environment for playing in their own way? The 18th conference of the International Play Association offers four days to share evidence, experience and examples of good practice with colleagues from around the world. 
Download the draft conference programme here
For accommodation details click here (budget options available) 

IPA Playwork Camp 1-3 July 2011
In addition to the Cardiff conference join a two night camp on a farm in beautiful mid Wales. A chance to experience the nature of playwork in Wales, to get your hands dirty, share theories and dream dreams around the fire. Limited places available - book on when you register for the conference.
VAT – increasing VAT awareness
14 July 2011 and 15 September 2011, Broomfield & Alexander, Cardiff 
The course aims to: provide an understanding of the UK VAT rules that charities must observe; give insight into more complex areas of VAT legislation so that potential issues can be identified at an early stage; provide details on the VAT reliefs, exemptions etc that apply in the charity sector to help funding go further; consider how to structure your charity within the context of general charity regulations as well as VAT. The course is for finance managers operating in the charity and voluntary sectors who would benefit from an overview of the VAT and its interplay with wider tax issues. Treasurers, trustees and executive staff would also benefit. Further details are available from Liz Maher, VAT Director, Centurion VAT Specialists Ltd, tel 01633 415390, email liz.maher@centurionvat.com. 
South Wales Intercultural Community Arts

Carnival Arts Training for 2011: Headpieces and Giant Puppets training course

Tuesday 19 July – Thursday 4 August 2011, Cardiff MAS Camp, Channel View Leisure Centre
All participants will have the opportunity to design and create one elaborate Headpiece or Giant Puppet. All trainees will be required to undertake a minimum of 25 hours contact time with SWICA’s expert tutors and will receive training in the following: research and design into either Headpieces or Giant Puppets; instruction on the construction and making; Giant Puppets Making : Tuesday 19 – Sunday 24 July; Headpiece Making : Monday 25 July – Thursday 4 August. Applicants need to complete an application form. Those successfully selected will need to send a non-returnable £100 booking confirmation to secure their place (this will be the only cost – all materials and tutors are provided).
All Headpieces and Giant Puppets will be paraded in the 22nd annual Cardiff MAS Carnival: ‘MAGICK – Dr Dee’s World of Wonder’ on Saturday 6 August 2011 (11.30am – 1.30pm). Contact SWICA for an application form, email sf@swica.force9.co.uk, tel 029 2038 2094. 

Participation and empowerment: working with people with sight loss
10 August 2011, Cardiff
This course will provide an understanding of the issues affecting people with sight loss. Provide practical tools for ensuring that individuals can participate and are empowered to do so. The course covers: statistics and myths and eye conditions; working with people who have a sight condition or sight problems; the effect of sight loss on health and wellbeing; the difficulties in participating for people with sight problems; ways to overcome the difficulties; running inclusive activities. For further details please contact Kara Townsend on 01792 325204, email kara.townsend@rnib.org.uk.  
Independent Living in Practice training - How to make a real difference (Stage 1)
29 September 2011 - Newport YMCA
13 October 2011 - WCVA, Rhyl
22 November 2011 - Gorseinon, Swansea 

This training is delivered by Disability Wales and is aimed at people working in health and social care, housing, education & employment, transport and other practitioners working closely with disabled people. It aims to equip practitioners with the knowledge and relationship skills needed to design and deliver services that enable disabled people to live independently. After the training there will be an opportunity to be part of an action learning set in your area and support in setting it up, and there will also be a discount available for the Advanced Independent Living in Practice course.
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End of e-briefing
Disclaimer
Inclusion of third party information in WCVA’s members' email briefing does not constitute an endorsement by WCVA. WCVA takes no responsibility for the quality of third party events, products or services featured in this briefing. Whilst every care is taken to provide accurate information, neither WCVA nor the editor undertakes any liability for any error or omission. If you wish to be deleted from this mailing list, please email help@wcva.org.uk.  
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