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Are you looking for funding? 
If you are looking for funding for your organisation or project, WCVA can carry out a funding search for its members on Grantfinder. Contact the Helpdesk on 0800 2888 329, help@wcva.org.uk or complete a funding enquiry form online here. 
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Contracts & tenders
To promote your organisation to public sector purchasers and to get free email alerts of relevant tenders and contracts, register with Sell2Wales - www.sell2wales.co.uk. 
Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: Wales Council for Voluntary Action

For the attention of: Baltic House, Mount Stuart Square, Cardiff Bay CF10 5FH. Email ciftender@wcva.org.uk, www.wcva.org.uk.  

Object of the contract
Communities Investment Fund – Fund Manager 

WCVA wishes to procure a suitably experienced and skilled fund manager to operate the Communities Investment Fund (CIF). CIF is a finance and funding programme which aims to promote the third sector within communities, primarily to develop sustainable economic activity and development of community based assets which can be brought into useful economic use. As a consequence, the Fund’s secondary aim is to improve the lives of people living within those communities. In summary, CIF seeks to do all this by:
· Promoting an enterprise culture within the third sector;
· increasing economic activity through the development of third sector enterprise through trading;
· developing third sector enterprise through public sector contracting and other means of delivering public sector services;
· creating employment opportunities by developing financially successful third sector enterprises.
The operational scope of CIF is:

· To fund (or part fund) project development costs for third sector organisations, including capital costs and revenue costs, cash flow and working capital.

· To use Invest to Serve to fund third sector organisations seeking to develop public service delivery contracts.

· To fund (or part fund) cash flow and working capital/revenue costs whilst trading capacity and income generation is developed. 

· To fund (or part fund) the purchase and/or development of property assets.

· To fund (or part fund) the purchase of other assets essential to the development of the organisations trading activities.
Reference number: WCVA/CIF/02

Deadline date: 25 March 2011 (14:00)

CIF is part funded by the Wales Convergence Programme through the European Regional Development Fund. 

Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: Bangor University

For the attention of: David Gary Clifford, Bangor University, School of Law, Aethwy, College Road, Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 2DG. Tel 01248 382733, email d.g.clifford@bangor.ac.uk, www.bangor.ac.uk. 

Object of the contract
Provision of Sustainable Development Services
Formal tenders are invited to carry out the following activities on behalf of the ‘Winning in Tendering’ project:

A. An initial project inception review/assessment of planned project activities and intended working methods in order to provide a bespoke, practical and innovative plan which will ensure decisions are made that contribute to achieving sustainable development. This review (and subsequent reviews) must focus on what is practical given the constraints that the project and partner organisations’ face and must ensure that sustainability is built into the project. The review(s) must identify both ‘quick wins’ and medium and long-term goals.
B. Development and provision of bespoke, practical, user-friendly and innovative tools and techniques to monitor environmental, social and economic impact of project activity throughout the life of the project. Appropriate guidance/training should be provided to ensure the ‘Winning in Tendering’ team are able to use these tools. This service should be provided in tandem with Service A (above).
C. An Annual Review of the project’s environmental, social and economic impact to take place at the beginning of 2012 (for the 2011 period), 2013 (for the 2012 period) and at the end of 2013 (for the 2013 period). This review might for example adopt Social Accounting principles. It is intended the 2011 review will provide a baseline for comparative purposes in future reviews, thus enabling benchmarking of progress. Each review should identify specific, measurable, achievable, relevant and time-based improvement objectives that will form the foundation of progress in subsequent years. 
D. A Final Evaluation of the entire project’s environmental, social and economic impact (at the end of 2013). This evaluation will clearly identify lessons learned in order to benefit future projects.
E. In addition to the above, the ‘Winning in Tendering’ project would also like to benefit from the expertise that the contractor can offer over the lifetime of the project in informing the development of the various training outputs for SISs and public procurers (identified in Section 4.0) so as to maximise contribution to economic, social and environmental sustainability. It is expected for example that some specialist input might be required in the development of a sustainable procurement module, or in developing sustainable procurement case studies. Tenderers should indicate as part of their proposal how many days consultancy services they are willing to provide as part of their total service offering (see Section 9.0) and provide examples of how they might be able to contribute to informing the development of the training outputs for SISs and public procurers.
Reference number: Winning In Tendering 102

Deadline date: 21 February 2011

Resources
Provision of Sustainable Development Services - Winning in Tendering (428 Kb)

Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: Torfaen CBC – Social Care & Housing

For the attention of: Mr Alexander Crawford, 2nd Floor County Hall, Cwmbran, Torfaen NP44 2WN. Tel 01633 647650, email alex.crawford@torfaen.gov.uk, www.torfaen.gov.uk. 

Object of the contract
Provision of a Direct Payments Support Service
Torfaen County Borough Council is seeking tenders from suitably qualified and experienced providers for the provision of a Support Service for People who receive Direct Payments from the local authority to purchase their own social care and support. The provision will include the option for service users to use the Service Provider’s payroll system in a way which is beneficial to both the service users and the local authority in terms of cost and efficiency.
The emphasis will be on direct support provision to assist the local authority promote and build on the number of people receiving a direct payment. This will be done by way of targeted support with the aim of encouraging self management but also providing more regular support where it is needed to help a person manage their direct payment. The Service will encompass the development of trusts and indirect payments and the Support Service provider will work proactively with the local authority in any developments relating to Citizen Directed Support. 

The support provider will be flexible to meet the needs of people who are self managing their direct payment but will also be assertive in identifying, with the local authority, where someone is not able to continue managing a direct payment. Key successes of the service will be both a significant increase in the take up of direct (and indirect) payments and increased cost effectiveness of the service based on effective service developments.
During the period of the contract, opportunities for collaboration with other neighbouring local authorities will be explored and the Support Service provider will be expected to assist in collaborative developments in Direct Payments and Citizen Directed Support which benefit service users, carers, support providers and local government across the South East Wales region.

The contract will be for an initial period of 3 years with an option to extend for a further 2 years subject to a successful evaluation and/or developing collaborative opportunities. The anticipated start date for the contract is 1 October 2011.
Instructions to suppliers
Requests for tender packs and documentation should be made to: Elizabeth Watkins, Administrator, Torfaen County Borough Council, Social Care & Housing, Performance Team, 2nd Floor, County Hall, Cwmbran, Torfaen NP44 2WN. Tel 01633 648702, email adminperformanceteam@torfaen.gov.uk. 

Reference number: T33

Deadline date: 25 February 2011 (4pm)

Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: Organic Centre Wales – BOBL Project

For the attention of: Mr Dafydd Owen, Organic Centre Wales, IBERS – Aberystwyth University, Gogerddan Campus, Aberystwyth SY23 3EB. Tel 01970 622953, email odo@aber.ac.uk, www.organiccentrewales.org.uk. 

Object of the contract
Invitation to tender for the development of sustainability foot printing of Organic supply chains in Wales
To research and develop methodologies to help supply chains and their constituent businesses to monitor their environmental footprint and improve their performance over time. The work is also an opportunity for businesses to examine their dependence on fossil fuel, and assess their resilience to potential price rises and/or fuel shortages on their business.
Reference number: 1101 01 – SCFP

Deadline date: 18 February 2011

Resources
Instructions to suppliers READ THIS FIRST (38 Kb) 

Supplier Qualification Information (111 Kb) 

Tender document (92 Kb) 

Evaluation Form (47 Kb) 

Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: Denbighshire County Council

For the attention of: Mrs Jenni Edwards, Department of School Improvement and Inclusion, Trem Clwyd, Canol y Dre, Ruthin, Denbighshire LL15 1QA. Tel 01824 708155, email jenni.edwards@denbighshire.gov.uk. 

Object of the contract
Projects for Llwyddo’n Leol – Creating a Culture of Enterprise amongst Young People – 2011-2013 (Entrepreneurship Module) (Voluntary OJEU Notice)
Entrepreneurship Modules

The Llwyddo’n Lleol programme is an innovative scheme which has been developed to foster a culture of enterprise amongst young people. This is an invitation to tender for the development and implementation of a series of entrepreneurship modules. It is expected that the Entrepreneurship Modules will be designed and delivered to a group of pupils in Years 10 and 11. The aim of the activity is to encourage young people to consider a future as entrepreneurs and to develop enterprise skills. The objectives of the activity are to:

· Introduce the concept of entrepreneurship within the context of rural communities, as viable and exciting career option.

· Introduce, examine and practise key entrepreneurial skills that are vital when seeking employment or self-employment.

· Explore in particular the concept and practise of environmental sustainability in venture creation.

· Facilitate a strong working relationship between young people and local business people.

· Allow the opportunity for young people to put these skills into action, through venture planning, development and implementation.

This work will be required to result in an accredited Level 2 qualification, using the BTec Edexcel Award in WorkSkills (Level 2) using the following units: Unit 28 Planning an Enterprise Activity, Unit 29: Running an Enterprise Activity and Unit 30: Producing a Product. We will consider consortium bids by way of a sub-contractor for the purpose of this task.

The activity will take place in the formal secondary school education sector within Denbighshire and Conwy. Prospective bidders should note that the services required are to be delivered in secondary schools within each county.

The activities will be required to result in an accredited BTec Edexcel WorkSkills unit. Providers who are not able to provide the relevant accreditations indicated in the tender documents will not be considered for this opportunity.
Instructions to suppliers
This is a voluntary OJEU notice as the services required to deliver this project are classed as a ‘Part B’ service as recognised under EU procurement legislation and will follow the principles of this legislation. 

This project is being carried out by an Electronic Tendering process. Log in to the Proactis Plaza e-sourcing portal at www.proactisplaza.com. 

If you require any assistance please contact Stuart Andrews by email on stuart.andrews@denbighshire.gov.uk, or by telephone on 01824 712677.

Reference number: SA/JE/Ll.Ll/01

Deadline date: 23 February 2011 (2.00 pm)


Return to contents
Funding
Austin and Hope Pilkington Trust
The Austin and Hope Pilkington Trust have responded to the current economic situation by changing its previously published three-year schedule of priorities. 2011 will be the last year that it will be possible to get grants for overseas projects. For the next few years the priorities will be:

· In 2011 the priorities will be music and the arts. Grants will also be given to overseas projects for the last time.

· In 2012 there will be two priorities: community and medical.

· In 2013 the priority will be children and youth.

· In 2014 the priority will return to music and the arts.

Applicants must be registered charities within the UK. Grants are only given for revenue and not capital purposes. Grants are made twice a year, with closing dates on 1 June and 1 November. There is no application form. The trustees want you to use the format below.

Applicants should include only: a letter summarising the application, including acknowledgement of any previous grants awarded from the Trust; a maximum of 2 sides of A4 (including photographs) summarising the project; a detailed budget for the project; a maximum of 2 side of A4 (including photographs) summarising your charity’s general activities; your most recent accounts and annual report. Applications should be sent to Karen Frank, Administrator, The Austin and Hope Pilkington Trust, PO Box 124, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 7YN. Further information is available from www.austin-hope-pilkington.org.uk/index.php. 

(Source: fundinginformation.org, 21/1/11)
BBC Children in Need Small Grants
BBC Children in Need know there are thousands of organisations doing fantastic work for disadvantaged children and young people in their local communities who could put a small grant from BBC Children in Need to excellent use. The Small Grants programme awards grants of £10,000 or less per year and can be made for a maximum of three years. Grants are made to not-for-profit organisations working to make a positive difference to the lives of disadvantaged children and young people in the UK. You can apply at any time and application deadlines are: 15 April, 15 July and 15 October 2011. All applications must be submitted online via www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey. 

The Bromley Trust 
The Bromley Trust supports charities in the UK that promote sustainability and help develop responsible knowledge and use of the world's resources and projects that deal with climate change. For further details please visit: http://digbig.com/5bamyw 

(Source: CCW Funding Newsletter, Jan 11)

Community Facilities & Activities Programme
The Community Facilities and Activities Programme (CFAP) is a capital only grant scheme. It is a popular and highly competitive scheme with a growing volume of enquiries and applications. CFAP is open to community and voluntary organisations and provides funding for the provision of facilities within communities, and for activities which engage local people and help promote the regeneration of communities. There are two bidding rounds a year in April and October. The 2011 bidding rounds have been announced and close on 15 April and 14 October. CFAP is intended as a fund for organisations to draw upon to fill remaining gaps in finances after all other sources of support have been explored. The maximum grant award is for £300,000 and funding cannot be awarded over more than three financial years. 

Officials deal with applications on a geographical basis:

Judith Davies, tel 01685 729315

Bridgend, Caerphilly, Denbighshire, Flintshire, Rhondda Cynon Taff, Torfaen, Wrexham.

Eryl Loring, tel 01685 729317

Cardiff, Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, Neath Port Talbot, Newport, Pembrokeshire, Swansea

Roger Plater, tel 01685 729321

Anglesey, Blaenau Gwent, Conwy, Gwynedd, Merthyr Tydfil, Monmouthshire, Powys, Vale of Glamorgan and all projects submitted in the Welsh language

or email cfaphelp@wales.gsi.gov.uk.  
Esmée Fairbairn Foundation
The Esmée Fairbairn Foundation supports the charitable activities of organisations throughout the UK that have the ideas and ability to achieve change for the better. The Foundation likes to support work which others may find hard to fund, because it breaks new ground, appears too risky, requires core funding, or needs a more unusual form of financial help such as a loan. The Main Fund will accept applications for work across four subject areas: the arts; education and learning; the environment; enabling disadvantaged people to participate fully in society. Applications are accepted at any time. First stage applications can be made online at www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/funding/apply-online.html. The updated guidance is available at www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/funding/2011-guidelines.pdf.           
(Source: fundinginformation.org, 20/1/11)
Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme
There have been some changes to the application guidelines covering the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme. These largely relate to changes to VAT arrangements and to eligibility criteria laid down by the Government’s Department for Culture, Media and Sport. The scheme was due to end on 31 March 2011 but has been extended for four more years. The scheme applies to all listed places of worship of all religions in the UK. The building needs to principally be used as a place of worship and be used at least six times a year. Details about the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme up to 31 March 2011 are available at www.lpwscheme.org.uk.     

(Source: fundinginformation.org, 12/1/11)
Ministry of Justice: national infrastructure grants to reduce re-offending 2011-14
The Government’s Ministry of Justice is seeking applicants for three-year grants covering 2011-14 that have the capacity nationally to represent and support diverse front line voluntary organisations and social enterprises working to reduce re-offending in England and Wales. Applications are welcome from single organisations or partnerships. £700,000 is available each year and the Ministry of Justice anticipates making more than one grant from this sum. Applications are welcome from national infrastructure organisations (or partnerships) able to provide support to frontline third sector organisations throughout England and Wales working to frontline third sector organisations throughout England and Wales working to reduce re-offending amongst young people and/or adults.  
There are four operating/function areas that the Government is interested in and each has its desired outcomes: social action, volunteering and mentoring; representation and voice; communication and partnership working; capacity building. The full application guidance and the application form are available by emailing voluntarysector@justice.gsi.gov.uk, marking the email for the attention of Paula Waldron. The closing date is 28 February 2011. 

(Source: fundinginformation.org, 28/1/11)
Ministry of Justice: Support to Witnesses and Victims of Crime

The Ministry of Justice is to guarantee three-year funding to voluntary organisations in England and Wales that provide direct specialist help to victims and witnesses of crime. £9.4 million a year will be available from 2011 to work in local communities to: Help victims of serious violent crime; help individuals bereaved by murder and manslaughter; help victims of hate crime; help victims of robbery and burglary; help victims of anti-social behaviour; help bereaved families of fatal road traffic crimes. Funded organisations must provide a frontline support service in England and/or Wales for victims of crime and witnesses, this means: Intervention and practical assistance; Emotional support; Advocacy, advice and/or information. Grants will run from 2011 to 2014.  

The three funding areas are: 
Rape Support Fund

The full guidance notes are at www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/docs/rape-support-fund-guidance-eligibility-criteria.pdf. There’s a FAQ page at www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/docs/rape-support-fund-qanda.pdf. The closing date is 28 February 2011.
Victim and Witness Fund

The full guidance notes are at www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/docs/victim-witness-fund-invite-tender.pdf. There’s a FAQ page at www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/docs/victim-witness-fund-questions.pdf. The closing date is 4 March 2011.
Homicide Fund 
The full guidance notes for the Homicide Fund are at www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/docs/homocide-fund-invite-tender.pdf. There’s a FAQ page at www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/docs/homicide-fund-questions.pdf. The closing date is 4 March 2011. 

If you have any specific questions you can e-mail rapesupport@justice.gsi.gov.uk.
There is a single stage application process. The application form is available at www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/victim-witness-support-funding.htm.
(Source: fundinginformation.org, 28/1/11)
Swimathon Foundation
The Swimathon Foundation offers grants to organisations which intend to encourage more people to enjoy swimming and/or improve accessibility for people who want to swim in the UK. Grants of between £300 and £2,500 are available to eligible organisations such as: swimming pools; community groups and organisations; charities; swimming clubs; older people’s organisations; youth groups; sports clubs; scout troops; and healthy living groups.

Applicants must have the support of a pool participating in Swimathon. Activities supported may include the following: Fundraising events, galas or family fun days at a pool; community pool ‘open days’; extra floats for a swimming club to improve swimmers’ development; transport costs to take an elderly group to a pool; entrance fees for a scout group to a swimming pool; club scuba diving equipment to allow more people to try the sport; costs for an extra staff member to supervise a swimming trip so that more children can attend. The first quarterly deadline for receipt of applications is 21 March 2011.
(Source: Grantfinder Update, 2/2/11)

The Woodward Charitable Trust
The Woodward Charitable Trust is accepting applications for its July 2011 general grants trustees’ meeting. Grants are generally in the £100 to £5,000 range. It is also seeking applications to its Summer Playscheme Grants programme, which makes grants of between £500 and £1,000 to organisations with incomes below £100,000. A separate application process exists for children’s summer playscheme grants. Playschemes should be inclusive and encourage integration both by accepting those of differing abilities as well as different social and racial backgrounds. Projects that encourage past playscheme users to return as volunteers are particularly encouraged. The application form is available via a download at www.woodwardcharitabletrust.org.uk/guidelines.html. For further information, email contact@woodwardcharitabletrust.org. The deadline for applications to the general grants is 31 May 2011. The deadline for Summer Playscheme Grants is 1 April 2011. 
(Source: fundinginformation.org, 1/4/11)
Awards
Wales Volunteer of the Year Awards 2011

Is there an inspirational individual in your community? Or a group that selflessly and tirelessly gives up their time to help improve the lives of others? If so, why not nominate them for a Wales Volunteer of the Year Award? It’s your chance to get these remarkable people the recognition they deserve. Don’t let these outstanding efforts go unnoticed. 
You can: click here for a Word version of the nomination form or click here for a PDF to print out and fill in by hand. Then simply return the form and help Wales’ most deserving volunteers be rewarded!

Welsh Artist of the Year Competition
The Welsh Artist of the Year Competition was founded during the millennium year to acknowledge the wealth of artistic ability in Wales. Intended to promote individual artistic ability, the competition provides a valuable platform for artists to exhibit their work in the Welsh capital. The sponsors are looking for a good cross-section of quality Welsh art, ranging from avant-garde to more traditional. A total prize of £2,000 is on offer for the winners. The following categories make up the 2011 competition: Painting Award; Sculpture Award; Photography Award; Applied Arts Award; Printmaking Award; Drawing Award; Video Animation; Student Award. The competition is open to any artist over the age of 18, living and working in Wales, and any Welsh artists living in the UK. The deadline for entry is 16 February 2011.
(Source: Grantfinder Update, 2/2/11)
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General
Green volunteering in Wales

Under the ‘People and Environment’ section of the Welsh Assembly Government’s Environment Strategic Action Plan it is stated that ‘...we shall work with our partners to provide more opportunities for everyone in Wales to enjoy the environment, in ways that support wide participation’ and specifically to ‘aim to work with organisations to expand opportunities for, and engagement in, volunteering’.
Funding has been made available to WCVA to fund a part-time post to:

· Build capacity of smaller organisations to increase the number of volunteers they can accommodate;

· support and promote good practice in recruitment, management and training of volunteers;

· promote green volunteering with the general public, particularly disadvantaged and excluded groups.

This will include an element of action research to look at the critical issues and current barriers to the increase of green volunteering in Wales and the production of a Green Volunteering Toolkit.

We are currently working to identify issues related to green volunteering and some of the requirements of organisations and groups who already undertake green volunteering or those who might be thinking about green volunteering. If you would like to discuss green volunteering and any of the issues, please contact Julie Bush on 029 2043 1774 or jbush@wcva.org.uk. 

Free assistance for rural organisations

Wales’ Rural Forum has produced a leaflet outlining the help that is available free of charge to community groups in rural Objective 1 areas. The Rural Resource can offer IT support, event support and general support. For further information please visit: http://digbig.com/4xnht 

(Source: CCW Funding Newsletter, Jan 11)

Guidance for charities on referendums

The Charity Commission has expanded its elections guidance for charities to include a new short section on referendums. Intended to be read in conjunction with its existing guidance 'Speaking out: campaigning and political activity by charities' (CC9), this explains circumstances in which it is appropriate for a charity to set out the pros and cons of a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ vote for their beneficiaries. News release at www.charitycommission.gov.uk/RSS/News/pr_charities_elections.aspx or go direct to http://preview.tinyurl.com/5vud3pl
(Source: VolResource Newsletter 462)

Invitation for charity secondments

The John Lewis volunteering programme, which is handled by the Golden Jubilee Trust, has issued a call for charities to apply for secondees from the company for periods of up to six months. See news item at www.civilsociety.co.uk/fundraising/news/content/8132/ or see the charities information leaflet at the bottom of http://preview.tinyurl.com/3242tso
(Source: VolResource Newsletter 463)

Measuring National Well-Being - What matters to you?

The National Well-being Project aims to provide a fuller picture of 'how society is doing’ than is given by economic indicators such as GDP. Understanding the economic performance of a country is important, but there is also a need to look at broader measures such as 'quality-of-life' indicators and the impact that progress has on the environment.

The most reliable measures will include the elements of life that matter to people most, which is why the Office for National Statistics (ONS) is conducting a national debate to find out what these are. 

They currently have more than 3,000 responses to the debate and some of the main themes coming through are: children and the future, people are concerned about the quality of life their children will have in adulthood; freedom; equality and fairness; health; job security (not necessarily wealth); spirituality/faith/religion; the importance of a good quality local environment, especially having access to green spaces.

The national debate will run between November 2010 and April 2011, and the findings will inform the development of the measures that will be used to track the nation's well-being. You can take part in the debate by visiting the ONS website: www.ons.gov.uk/well-being , calling 0845 601 5075 or www.twitter.com/statisticsONS. 
If you would like further information, please contact Alex Cooke at alex.cooke@ons.gsi.gov.uk or on 01633 456356.

National survey finds lower participation rates

From Pathways to Participation (http://preview.tinyurl.com/5wchq3y): Headline findings for the first two quarters of the government's 2010-11 Citizenship Survey show that 32 per cent of people had engaged in civic participation at least once in the 12 months prior to interview and 24 per cent of people reported that they volunteered formally at least once a month. These are the lowest rates since the survey started in 2001 - the survey itself is on the list of activities due to be abolished by the government. 

(Source: VolResource Newsletter 462)

Shop to fundraise
With the challenges come new opportunities and www.shop2fundraise.co.uk offers a fantastic fundraising service that is free to both your organisation and to your supporters. Shop2fundraise has partnered with 1000’s of the best UK online stores on your behalf and they want to help you raise more money, very simply. Every time your supporters shop online at M&S, Sainsbury’s, Amazon Tesco, etc. you earn money! If you need help, simply call 07944 418934 or email david@shop2fundraise.co.uk to arrange a convenient time to talk you through how the site works and how you can start benefiting from extra funds. 
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Training
Introduction to sustainable development training course
WCVA's new training programme includes a course on the subject of SD for the first time.  It has been developed in conjunction with WCVA and is being run by Cynnal Cymru. Cynnal Cymru is an independent, not-for-profit organisation that promotes sustainable development and provides practical information to help people live sustainably. The course description is available on the training page of WCVA's website.
Return to green news
News and Policy
Read the latest newsletter from Cynnal Cymru – Sustain Wales
Read the latest from the Energy Savings Trust & sign up for the monthly E bulletin.
Read the latest from the Carbon Trust & sign up for E newsletters.
Sustainable transport initiative to change the way we travel
The Welsh Assembly Government has awarded a contract to take forward the initiative, entitled Personalised Travel Planning, to three successful tenderers – Sustrans and Socialdata, JMP Consultants and Steer Davies Gleave. The Assembly Government will now be working closely with Sustrans and Socialdata, who ranked first in the procurement tender process, as work on this initiative gets underway. Personalised Travel Planning (PTP) seeks to challenge habitual use of the car, enabling more journeys to be made on foot, bike, bus, train or in shared cars. This is achieved through the provision of information, incentives, and motivation directly to individuals to help them voluntarily make more informed travel choices. Click here to read more.

Green Dragon programme to support social enterprises

Social enterprises across Wales are to benefit from a free programme that will establish environmental management systems and develop their businesses using the Green Dragon Environmental Standard. 

Groundwork, in partnership with the Wales Co-operative Centre’s Social Enterprise Support Project, has been awarded a contract to deliver Level 1 and Level 2 of the Green Dragon Environmental Standard to social enterprises across the convergence areas of Wales. The Green Dragon Environmental Standard is a stepped system comprising five Levels of achievement, which provides the framework to make cost savings, comply with legislation, improve environmental performance and increase competitiveness
The programme is free up to Level 2 of Green Dragon for qualifying social enterprises and offers the benefits of financial savings and improved environmental performance. The Project is part-funded by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) through the European Union’s Convergence programme which is administered by the Welsh Assembly Government.

Places on the programme are limited, so if you are a social enterprise interested in participating, please contact Alison Bedford, Environment Project Coordinator on 01978 757524, alison.fuller@groundwork.org.uk. For further information about Green Dragon please visit: www.greendragonems.com.
WAG Consultation: Building resilience to climate change: Approach to exercising powers to issue guidance and directions under Part 4 of the Climate Change Act 2008
Part 4 of the Climate Change Act 2008 gives the Welsh Ministers powers in relation to responding to the consequences of climate change and enabling effective adaptation action. 
We are facing some unavoidable changes to our climate because of past and current emissions of greenhouse gases. This consultation focuses on a few organisations that have influence over Wales’s ability to adapt – the key reporting authorities. But other organisations also need to consider the risks of the changing climate. WAG is encouraging all organisations to look at how the climate is going to change and consider how they can build resilience.
WCVA will be responding so please forward any comments to Jessica McQuade by 9 March 2011 – jmcqaude@wcva.org.uk
New WCVA Affinity Scheme - Can you save money and make a difference?

Before you start to work out how to reduce CO2 usage, first find out if your current energy bill bares any resemblance to what you actually used.
65 per cent of charities pay annually on estimated billing

15 per cent of charities are on the wrong profile

5 per cent of charities pay the wrong bill or indeed getting no bill at all

Utility Aid will help you understand your actual energy usage, check exactly what you are paying for, and then advise on how to really make a difference both to you and the planet, all whilst also offering a pathway into the realms of the wholesale energy market.

WCVA has signed an agreement with Utility Aid to promote their services to our members. As energy brokers to the SCVO, CFDG, Charity Buying Group and more, Utility Aid has worked in the not-for-profit sector for over the last ten years reducing bills, controlling costs and helping our clients on the way to making a difference. They are a bespoke organisation designed to work at your pace to talk in your language. What is even more remarkable, as a charity, you are eligible for a free, no obligation energy audit to start you on your way. So call Lotte on 0808 178 8170 (free phone) or visit www.utility-aid.co.uk.
Home Energy Efficiency Scheme (HEES) - Final deadline announced
The Welsh Assembly Government is now in the final stages of replacing the Home Energy Efficiency Scheme (HEES) with a new Fuel Poverty Scheme, targeted at the most vulnerable, hard-to treat homes. As such, HEES will end on 31 March 2011 and the new Fuel Poverty Scheme will commence on 1 April 2011. Over the past ten years, HEES has been providing support and funding for energy efficiency improvements to needy households in Wales, assisting the Welsh Assembly Government in meeting its aim of eradicating fuel poverty. Through HEES, grant support covers heating and insulation measures including: loft and cavity wall insulation; draught proofing; hot water tank insulation; gas room and electric storage heaters; and low energy light bulbs.

Eligible householders must be receiving a qualifying benefit. They must also either be pregnant and in receipt of maternity certificate MAT B1 or have a child under 16. For those aged over 60, disabled people or single parents with a child under 16 receiving a disability benefit, a higher level of support is offered through HEES’ sister scheme, HEES Plus. The maximum grant levels provided through HEES and HEES Plus are £2,000 and £3,600 respectively. In addition, a further grant strand provides up to £5,000 towards households using oil central heating.

All remaining HEES applications now need to be processed, and all works completed and inspected by 1 April 2011. An announcement regarding the new Fuel Poverty Scheme and arrangements will be made later this month. No further online applications for HEES are being accepted. The final deadline for applications by telephone is 18 February 2011.     

Publication of the Climate Change Strategy

The Welsh Assembly Government has set out how it will manage its programme against climate change to achieve its ambition of a 3 per cent year on year reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. The strategy, which is the first of its kind in the UK, highlights that the Welsh approach to tackling climate change will focus not only on reducing carbon emissions but also on helping the country adapt to the inevitable changes to the climate. It is accompanied by two delivery plans that set out how the strategy’s targets, aspirations will be achieved and who will be involved in their delivery. It identifies a number of areas in which the Assembly Government will focus its action. These include:

· A comprehensive approach to behaviour change. 

· The consideration of climate change in all the Assembly Government’s decision making. 

· Delivering increased energy efficiency, making low carbon transport a reality and building the skills to ensure that Wales makes the most of the opportunities associated with a low carbon economy.  

· Ensuring that our approach to research and development, technology and skills helps Wales to gain maximum benefit from climate change business and research. 

· Creating a framework to help us adapt to climate change. 

· Using land use and spatial planning to help us move towards a low carbon economy. 

The strategy commits the Welsh Assembly Government to achieving at least a 40 per cent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions in Wales by 2020 against a 1990 baseline.

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/environmentandcountryside/2010/101007ccstrategy/?lang=en.
New figures show a more sustainable Wales

Air quality, recycling rates and green house gas emissions have all improved in Wales over the last year, according to new figures. The latest sustainable development figures show that Wales has made clear improvements in 17 of the 44 areas measured by sustainable development indicators. The figures also reveal that Wales’ performance in 22 of the indicators has shown little or no change. These figures come after the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs publication of the ‘Measuring progress: sustainable development indicators 2010’. This brings together a range of economic, social and environmental indicators to provide a statistical overview of the country’s progress on sustainable development.
Community Green: Using local spaces to tackle inequality and improve health

The Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment have just published ‘Community Green: Using local spaces to tackle inequality and improve health.’ The document examines the impact of the quality of local green spaces on the health and wellbeing of people in six deprived and ethnically diverse areas. It shows that providing good quality local green space is an effective way to tackle inequality. It will be of interest to policymakers and those working in local government, social housing and the voluntary and community sector. Download the full publication at:  



" 
www.cabe.org.uk/publications/community-green

More Trees, More Good

The Woodland Trust are launching a new campaign ‘More Trees, More Good’, which aims to double the number of native woods and trees in the UK. The UK is one of the least wooded countries in Europe with only 4% native woodland cover. The target is to have twice as many native trees and woods for the sake of wildlife and people, to combat climate change and improve our environment. Research gathered over recent years has highlighted the countless essential benefits to people, wildlife and their environment that comes from planting trees. To maximise these, the UK needs to plant 20 million native trees per year. 
The Woodland Trust are calling on all sections of society to get involved, from farmers and communities, to schools and companies the woodland trust need to rally those who can plant trees with our help and inspire those who can contribute financially. A large range of organisations have already risen to the challenge including Sainsbury’s, the National Association of Local Councils, The Ministry of Defence and the Women’s Institute. The coalition government has also committed to a national tree planting campaign. Though ambitious, this aim is ultimately achievable – but only if we work together.

The Woodland Trust has free tree planting packs for community groups, schools and youth groups. For more information, visit MoreTreesMoreGood.org.uk or telephone 0845 293 5689. 
An Unexamined Truth

On 16 June 2010, the Baring Foundation hosted an event for independent funders to launch a new report called An Unexamined Truth. This report describes a pilot project that has supported non-environmental voluntary organisations to explore how the impacts of climate change will affect their primary charitable purpose. The approaches taken by the four groups of organisations that led the work will be of interest to all those in the voluntary sector, the independent funding community and in government that are interested in practical ways to widen the circle of organisations involved in action on climate change. 

Welsh third sector declaration on climate change
All types of organisations and groups in the third sector are encouraged to sign up to WCVA's climate change declaration as a way of making a public declaration about their commitment to tackling climate change - both through their internal practices and the work they do with people and communities across Wales. The declaration can be found on WCVA's climate change web page, alongside some useful 'where to go for help guidance' listing sources of help and support for taking action on climate change. 
Guardian 10:10 campaign – WCVA signs up
WCVA has now signed up to this Guardian climate change campaign; this new initiative shows that we can all act now - and achieve something. The idea is simple: by signing up, individuals and organisations commit to doing their best to cut their emissions by 10% by the end of 2010, precisely the sort of deep, quick cut the scientists say is needed. For more information visit: www.1010uk.org. 
Return to green news
Funding
Sustain Magazine Awards

The 2011 sustain magazine awards for sustainability, business and the built environment are officially open for entries. The Awards are designed to celebrate the high hopes and hard work, commitment and creativity, radicalism and rigour, inspiration and perspiration of all those achieving distinction and success in the field of sustainability. There are three categories of award: property and the built environment; trade and industry; and business and society. Entry packs are available from events@sustainmagazine.com. Further details are available from www.sustainmagazine.com/pages/eshot-basic.html. 

Launch of the Glastir Woodland Creation Grant Scheme
The new Glastir Woodland Creation Scheme aims to help to fulfil the commitment to create more native and mixed woodland as set out in Woodlands for Wales, the Welsh Assembly Government's woodland strategy. It is a bespoke element of Glastir, Wales's new sustainable land management scheme and offers grants to landowners, especially farmers, to create new woodlands on their land.

There will be three types of grant available to all landowners in Wales - woodland establishment grants, fencing grants and woodland creation premium grants. The maximum amount available will be £10,000 per hectare over the 15 years of payments. Grants for fencing of £3.15 per metre are provided where required. The grants can support the costs of creating new woodlands as well as 'income foregone payments' for taking land out of agriculture. Any landowner in Wales may apply, regardless of whether they are a farmer or not. Applications may be submitted at any time. www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-6j2gxd. 

Free energy saving plugs

Grass Roots are working with British Gas, who are obligated to reduce carbon emissions emitted by households under a Government programme called Carbon Emissions Reduction Target (CERT). They are funding the scheme under this initiative which is governed by Ofgem.

1 million free lime energy saving plugs to people who are in receipt of benefits and/or are aged 70 and above. The plug is worth approximately £20 and is completely free to those who request one (including P&P). Plus for every unit that is requested they will make a 5p per plug donation to your charity. The lime energy saving plug operates with all conventional Infra Red remote controlled appliances such as TV’s, DVD players, stereos or games consoles etc. By using your existing remote control, the plug will automatically cut off the electricity to all your connected equipment rather than putting it on standby.

Rules:
Due to this being a Government led scheme, there are a few requirements:
 

· The person must request a unit (via web registration or Response Card) - they cannot be given away on mass. 

· The person must be in receipt of the qualifying criteria.  

· One unit only per household can be given away (donations can't be made for duplicates).  

Promotion:

Grass Roots are looking for charities who would like to promote this scheme to their members and supporters. Grass Roots will provide all relevant marketing material required to make the promotion as easy as possible.

If you are keen to take up this opportunity, please contact Kim Dunton on 01442 829442 or via email: kim.dunton@grg.com.   

For more information on CERT follow the link below.

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/consumers/saving_energy/cert/cert.aspx
As well as providing the energy saving plugs, Grass Roots are also providing shower widgets – www.waterwidget.co.uk/index.htm and home insulation - www.freecavitywall.co.uk/index.htm. 
Naturesave Trust
The Naturesave Trust has announced that it will now provide start up 'seed corn' grants for community renewable energy projects. The Trust is keen to help communities, in particular, that do not have the initial start-up capital to undertake all the preliminary work to get to the planning stage, and most importantly, for the community to retain as much control as possible over the operating income once the project has been successful. Grants are available whatever type of renewable power generation the community is considering. Applications can be made at any time. 
If you would like to include anything in the next edition of ‘green news’ please contact Jessica McQuade at WCVA: jmcquade@wcva.org.uk. 

Return to contents
JRF Publications
The following publications have been added to the JRF website.

The influence of family and friends on young people's drinking 
This Round-up examines family and friendship influences on young people's drinking habits, in order to shed light on how the negative aspects of young people's drinking culture in the UK might be changed. 
Teenage drinking cultures 
This report investigates the influence of friendship groups on teenagers' drinking. 
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Local Government ‘Green Book’ Issues
This is a new section in the e-briefing, which replaces the previous WLGA ‘Green Book’ subscription service that was provided by WLGA for organisations which use local government ‘Green Book’ terms and conditions. 

Advisory bulletin 573 is available on the following website.


Return to contents
Policy

Consultations

Census 2011 consultation

Following the previous 2011 census output consultation, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) will be launching its second phase in early February 2011. The purpose will be to allow users of census data to confirm that the output designs and policy decisions associated with the outputs (resulting from the initial consultation) meet their requirements. 
Users will also be given the opportunity to make any final revisions they wish. The consultation pack will be available for download from: http://tinyurl.com/49umovg. 
Following this second phase of consultation, an agreed set of specifications for the main outputs from the 2011 Census will be issued in summer 2011.

To coincide with the consultation, a series of user events around the UK have been planned, including Chester on 15 February and Newport on 25 February.
Further details and a registration form can be found at: http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/news-and-events/events/index.html
If you have any queries about the user events please contact Census

Customer Services at census.customerservices@ons.gov.uk. If you have any queries regarding the consultation please contact CensusOutputConsultation@ons.gov.uk. 
Libraries Inspire: Draft strategic development framework for Welsh libraries 2012-15
Public, educational, and workplace libraries are at the heart of their communities. The very reason for their existence is to inspire and assist people to make a positive difference to their lives. Libraries contribute to the social, educational, cultural and economic wellbeing of the people of Wales. We need to ensure that all types of libraries, their parent bodies and the Welsh Assembly Government work together to develop and sustain library services. The deadline for responses is 31 March 2011.

A Pathway to Care for Older Prisoners: A Guide to Improving the Health, Well-Being and Healthcare of Older Prisoners in Wales
This consultation seeks any comments from those who deliver services in prisons in Wales. While the overarching duty of care for older prisoners rests with the providers of custodial services, health services in prisons have responsibility for ensuring that prisoners receive access to the same quality and range of health services as the general public. The Pathway to Care for Older Prisoners in Wales is intended to support decision making for those who plan health services for prisoners, and to guide the practice of people who directly deliver services. The deadline for responses is 28 February 2011.

Shaping the Future – Consultation on the Heritage Lottery Fund’s Strategic Framework 2013-2019 

The Government’s announcement of an increase in our share of Lottery good causes income from 16.7% to 20% by 2012-2013, amounting to around £50 million extra money a year, was an extremely welcome boost for the UK’s heritage. From 2013 to 2019 we will have an annual awards budget of around £300 million. At the same time, reductions in central Government and local authority spending mean there will be significantly less public investment in heritage across the UK during the next four years. This consultation therefore comes at a time of continued turbulence and change for many of our customers and partners. Your views are important to us and will help us decide how we can best respond. The deadline for responses is 26 April 2011.

Supplementary guidance on procedures when discharging patients from hospital to a care setting
This consultation seeks your comments on draft supplementary guidance to the National Assistance Act 1948 (Choice of Accommodation) Directions 1993. The 1948 Act gives local authorities responsibility for making placements in residential or nursing homes where a person has been assessed as being in need of such accommodation. The National Assistance Act 1948 (Choice of Accommodation) Directions 1993 provide that if an individual expresses a preference for particular accommodation the local authority has a responsibility to arrange it, subject to certain conditions in respect of suitability, cost, availability and the authority’s usual terms and conditions. The deadline for responses is 25 March 2011.
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Procurement through Value Wales
Value Wales is the Welsh Assembly Government initiative set up to help public sector organisations’ procurement with efficiency savings via approved suppliers. This initiative has been opened up to voluntary organisations. The companies and products listed below are not specifically endorsed by WCVA but members are eligible to take advantage of the deals on offer.

The complete Value Wales catalogue and prices are available through the Value Wales – Buy4Wales site at www.buy4wales.co.uk. If you experience problems accessing the Buy4Wales site please contact carla.lavender@wales.gsi.gov.uk. 

European Electronique - Value Wales Framework Supplier WFEPC/025/07

Sales enquiries

Telephone: 0845 345 8340 Welsh Public Sector Enquiry Centre (local rate call).

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
 valuewales@euroele.com
Value Wales (Procurement)’s principle services include advice, guidance and support on best practice. It also undertakes a role in negotiating all-Wales contracts in key areas and leads national initiatives where centralised co-ordination will deliver benefits.

European Electronique is an ‘Approved Value Wales Supplier’ and a successful privately owned company with 130 permanent members of staff.

European Electronique is a Vendor Independent IT & Solutions provider with over 20 years experience providing products and solutions to the Public Sector.

Vendor independent products available under the framework from European Electronique

Lot 1: PC & TFT

Lot 2: Laptop

Lot 3: PC & TFT All Inclusive – Delivery to Desk service

Lot 4: Handhelds & PDA's

Lot 5: Printers

Lot 6: Servers

Lot 7: Networking

Lot 8: Storage

Services available to public sector in Wales

· Framework pricing for leading Manufacturers that should reflect the lowest attainable purchase pricing for the Welsh public sector.

· Demonstration & Evaluation Equipment.

· Free on site consultancy and advice on request.

· Dedicated Account Management.

· Free Delivery.

· Retrospective rebate Scheme for purchases during the contract period.

· All public sector bodies within Wales are awarded a credit account (30 days Net monthly) with European Electronique and are able to place orders immediately for next day delivery (Stock allowing).

Contacts at European Electronique

Please use the following contact points at European Electronique in order that we may provide the fastest possible solution to your enquiry.

Sales enquiries

Telephone:
0845 345 8340 Welsh Public Sector Enquiry Centre (local rate call).

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
valuewales@euroele.com
Your dedicated Customer Relationship Manager is David Castle;

Telephone:
01865 883300

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
dave.castle@euroele.com
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Training
WCVA training
Other training
WCVA training
Price bands (All prices are excluding VAT)
A WCVA members 

B Voluntary and community organisations 

C Others

E-participation and social networking 

Wednesday 9 March 2011, Media Resource Centre, Llandrindod Wells

Trainer:  Wise Kids


Duration:  1 day

        Format:  Training course

Aims: For participants to explore how they could use different technologies within their own organisation to engage with service users and communities. 

Today we live in what Internet technologists call a Web 2.0 world. Web 2.0 technologies are easy-to-use web-based services or applications that put users at the centre of content creation. They provide users with new and cost effective ways to create rich, multimedia content, access specialised communities and resources, collaborate, and network. Together with the fact that more and more people are now using social media, not just for family and friends, but also as a business promotion tool, means that organisations are now in a unique position to create content more effectively, and engage their audiences using these new services.
Delivered by Wise Kids, this hands-on training day aims to showcase practical ways in which these technologies can help professionals in their own professional development, engage with their audiences and work more effectively. The training day will be a mixture of presentation, hands-on and group work encompassing a range of new web technologies.
Who is this course for?

This overview is suitable for professionals who want to understand how to use new media and internet technologies more effectively to keep up to date, discover new information and networks, manage information, reach wider audiences, and engage with their audiences more effectively.
Fees:

A £125
B £155
C £185

Note-taking at participative events and consultations (half day)
Tuesday 15 March 2011, CAVS, Carmarthen

Trainer:  Sarah Jones

Duration:  ½ day 

        Format:  Training course 

Aims: To explore ways of recording the variety of data generated at participative events and consultations.
Being asked to take notes and record discussions during participative events and consultations can feel daunting. Often a lot of data will be generated and recording it accurately can be challenging. This short course aims to explore ways of recording the variety of data generated at participative events and consultations effectively and simply. Participants will identify practical tips and techniques for recording data, using appropriate methods for data generated at participative events, focus groups, voting exercises etc. Participants will have the opportunity to practice their skills and sharing ideas and tips with other participants.

Who is this course for?

Administrative and frontline staff within public service and third sector organisations who are required to take notes and record data at participative events and consultations.
Fees:

A £65

B £80

C £95

Introduction to equality and diversity
Thursday 17 March 2011, Baltic House, Cardiff
Trainer:  Anna Suschitzky

Duration:  1 day

        Format:  Training course

Aims: To help you gain an understanding of the terms equality and diversity and their importance in the workplace. The course will explore issues surrounding equality and diversity and help you to develop actions for more inclusive practices within your role/ organisation.

This course explores the definitions of equality and diversity, what they mean to us and how this impacts on our work. As well as the basics of the law, including legal definitions and duties, we will also look at the complex issues relating to how we can be both equal and diverse.
There will be lots of opportunity during the day for discussion and debate with other learners; we will explore what it feels like to be in a minority and how we can develop inclusive working practices when working with different minority groups.

Who is it for?

This is an introductory course for people who have some basic awareness but would like the opportunity to explore the issues around equality and diversity in relation to the workplace.


Fees:

A £125
B £155
C £185
Spaces still available book now to avoid disappointment!!

Time 4 young people – With Timebanking Wales
Tuesday 1 March 2011, Integrated Children’s Centre, Merthyr Tydfil

Trainer:  Geoff Thomas

Duration: 1 day
     
        Format:  Training course

For more information email training@wcva.org.uk or telephone the WCVA helpdesk on 0800 2888 329. 
Return to training
Other training
End of the Line - Economic regeneration and rail connectivity in southern Wales
Thursday 10 February 2011, City Hall, Cardiff

In association with Cardiff & Co, Freshwater PR and Cardiff Business Partnership. In the wake of the Comprehensive Spending Review the major challenge facing the future of the Welsh railways is electrification of the Great Western mainline as far as Swansea, the diversionary lines between south Wales and London, and the Cardiff area network. This is vital for the development of the Welsh economy and specifically for the development of a light rail metro infrastructure for south-east Wales. However, in January 2010 a National Assembly Investigation into Future Railway Infrastructure in Wales concluded that, ‘Wales is not getting its fair share of investment in rail infrastructure, or getting it fast enough: programmes to electrify track, to improve stations and to upgrade rolling stock seem destined to reach Wales well behind other parts of the UK.’ This conference examines how this can be countered and the investment options and the regeneration opportunities that will accompany upgrading Wales’ rail connectivity. For further IWA event listings please click here. If you would like to attend this event, please contact the IWA offices to register, places can either be booked by email or telephone 029 2066 0820.
A progressive co-operative agenda for Wales – shaping the future of care
21 February 2011, Llanishen
Co-operative development and innovation is a process requiring grass roots community action located within a wider system. It also requires strategy and policy at local and national government levels to help optimise opportunities, empowering citizens and communities. However, action and reflection is essential at all points in the system. This event is your opportunity to:

(i) Receive feedback from the Study Day, ‘Shaping the Future of Care’, held in

Caerphilly in March 2010, and hear about subsequent activities.

(ii) Influence future infra-structure and other recommendations in the recently published Murray report, ‘Cooperation in the Age of Google’, as they relate to independent living, residential and domiciliary care and significant related services.

(iii) Consider establishing a Cymru / Wales branch of the National Federation of Progressive Co-operators to generally support the practical application of cooperative ideas in Wales.

To reserve a workshop place please contact David Smith, Joint Secretary, National Federation of Progressive Co-operators, with your name and organisation (if any) on 01633 266781 or http://bit.ly/21FEB-4pm. 

The Study Day report ‘Shaping the Future of Care’, was produced by the Health Social Care and Wellbeing Network (Network 3), and makes a compelling argument for the encouragement of co-operative solutions in aspects of social care. If you would like a copy of this report please contact fharris@wcva.org.uk. 

Co-operation in the Age of Google, a report reviewing the future of cooperation, by Robin Murray, makes draft recommendations for infra-structure and ‘responding to particular circumstances and opportunities, and advancing national cooperative initiatives’. For the report, go to http://www.uk.coop/ageofgoogle.

Separate Related Expert seminar
21 February 2011, 1300 – 15.30

Robin Murray will be speaking at a Public Service Management Wales Expert Seminar on ‘Developing co-operative approaches to service delivery and riding the tide of social innovation’ prior to this Progressive Co-operators workshop. To reserve a place email psmw@wales.gsi.gov.uk or call 02920 681353.

Children as Researchers Resource Launch
Tuesday 8 March 2011, Copthorne Hotel, Cardiff
Funky Dragon and the Partnership Support Unit (PSU) are holding an event for professionals to launch their publication ‘Children as Researchers - Resource Pack’. The resource pack contains tried and tested methods that Funky Dragon have used over the past four years whilst working with children aged from 5 to 11 to enable them to research and lead their own projects. The Deputy Minister for Children, Huw Lewis AM will be launching the resource pack and speakers for the day include Keith Towler, Children’s Commissioner for Wales and Professor Mary Kellett, Director, Children’s Research Centre at the Open University. Further details are available from nicola@funkydragon.org.   
Click here for further information
Cymorth Cymru training courses
Support Planning

10 March and 15 June - South Wales

Support Planning is one of the primary tools used in housing related support. Under Supporting People emphasis is placed on accurate needs assessments, the quality of support plans and the involvement of service users to ensure they receive a service that reflects their needs. The principal aim of this course is to equip participants with the knowledge and confidence to carry out effective support planning with service users.

An Introduction to Housing Related Support

17 March – South Wales and 28 June - North Wales

Housing related support continues to offer realistic living options to vulnerable people and is a recognisable component of a comprehensive community care package. The principal aim of this course is to equip participants with an understanding of the key elements of supported housing provision and management.

Personal and Professional Boundaries

23 March – North Wales

The relationship between client and support worker is important and is a finely balanced between being overly friendly to being distanced. This course enables support workers to explore relationships and to develop appropriate professional boundaries. 

Further details are available from Oliver Cardinali, email olivercardinali@cymorthcymru.org.uk or Kathryn Jellings, email kathrynjellings@cymorthcymru.org.uk. 

Climate Generation Programme
Thursday 10 – Saturday 12 March 2011, Centre for Alternative Technology
Global Action Plan is working together with the British Council to deliver Climate Generation, a programme that engages the creativity, innovation and action of young people in developing local solutions to climate change. They are looking for individuals who have an ambitious and innovative idea of a climate change project they want to carry out in their community or at a national level, and want to make a tangible difference to their community and country in tackling climate change. After attending the training, you will go on to run your own projects to create change in your local community, for which you will receive a United Nations Environment Programme certificate. Participation in the programme and the training is free. Applicants must be submitted online at www.surveymonkey.com/s/britishcouncilwales. The closing date for entries is 5pm on 17 February 2011. If you would like more details, please contact Rachel.solomon@globalactionplan.org.uk. 

Open course for charity communications
Wednesday 30 March 2011, Cardiff
This course is designed for communicators who work for charities on a professional or voluntary basis. Charities can use the media to influence both public opinion and policymakers. You need to make the public aware of the services you provide; you need to attract volunteers and you need to build support. The media can be a powerful aid in achieving all of these goals. The course will give you the inside track on how to handle journalists. Further details are available from www.towermediauk.com or email bookings@towermediauk.com.   
You and Me
Wednesday 30 March 2011, Llandrindod Wells
The event will explore young people’s rights to choose their friendships and sexual relationships. Please click on link for further information. You and Me Further details are available from Rebecca Watkins, tel 029 2068 1160.
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End of e-briefing
Disclaimer
Inclusion of third party information in WCVA’s members' email briefing does not constitute an endorsement by WCVA. WCVA takes no responsibility for the quality of third party events, products or services featured in this briefing. Whilst every care is taken to provide accurate information, neither WCVA nor the editor undertakes any liability for any error or omission. If you wish to be deleted from this mailing list, please email help@wcva.org.uk.  
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