
[image: image1.jpg]



Wales Council for 
Voluntary Action
Issue date:
24 January 2011
Issue date: 24 January 2011
Contents
Are you looking for funding?
Contracts & tenders
Funding
General
Green news
JRF Publications
Policy
Procurement through Value Wales 
Training

Return to contents
Are you looking for funding? 
If you are looking for funding for your organisation or project, WCVA can carry out a funding search for its members on Grantfinder. Contact the Helpdesk on 0800 2888 329, help@wcva.org.uk or complete a funding enquiry form online here. 
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Contracts & tenders
To promote your organisation to public sector purchasers and to get free email alerts of relevant tenders and contracts, register with Sell2Wales - www.sell2wales.co.uk. 
Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: Caerphilly County Borough Council

For the attention of: Mrs Kate Morgan, Procurement Services, Ty Penallta, Parc Tredomen, Ystrad Mynach, Hengoed, Caerphilly CF82 7PG. Tel 01443 864702, email morgak6@caerphilly.gov.uk, www.caerphilly.gov.uk/working/business/procurementservices/index.htm. 

Object of the contract
Adult Alcohol Misuse Service
TUPE may apply to this service. This service is for the provision of an adult alcohol service within Caerphilly across Tier 2 and Tier 3 in line with the stepped model of care detailed in the National Treatment Agency Models of Care for Adult Alcohol Misusers document (MoCAM 2007).

This service specification necessitates that the provider must provide a seamless level of service between Tiers 1 to 4 in an integrated treatment pathway, including entry into treatment via Tier 1 and supporting clients to exit into Tier 4 where appropriate. 

The aim of the service is to reduce physical alcohol dependence and related health problems and improves psychological, family and social functioning in all domains of the service users, carers and concerned others lives. 

The contract is for a period of 3 years, with an option to extend for a further period of up to 12 months.

Instructions to suppliers
This is an open tender process. Expressions of interest will be taken until 4pm 28 January 2011.

Reference number: CCBC/PS561/10/KM

Deadline date: 3 February 2011 (14:00)
Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: Pembrokeshire College

For the attention of: Elizabeth Callard, Pembrokeshire College, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire SA61 1SZ. Tel 01437 753264, email e.callard@pembrokeshire.ac.uk, www.pembrokeshire.ac.uk. 

Object of the contract
Energy Sector Training Project
The College is seeking experienced training providers to deliver bespoke training in Pembrokeshire to the county’s energy sector employers. Successful contractors will be ranked and placed on a register of providers who will be invited to offer training as required. Although the specification includes an estimate of the amount of training required over the set period (March/April 2011 – June 2013 ) it should be noted that this is not a firm figure and, as the project progresses, this figure may increase or decrease dependent upon demand.

Providers should be able to provide the following:
Proof of the relevant qualifications and experience of staff who will be delivering the training (this should include CVs and copy certificates etc);

Detailed information describing the provider’s staff training/professional development policy and a statement describing how the company ensures that skills are maintained and updated;

Evidence of an audit trail which demonstrates the successful completion of any corrective actions identified/recommended by the accrediting body;

Relevant verified data for the past three years showing the number of learners who have undertaken the training for which you are bidding, including completion and success rates and source of verification. 

The training required falls into the ten categories listed below and providers may bid for one or more categories. Bids will be evaluated and ranked within their categories. Please ensure that all supporting statements/evidence/examples which you include in your bid are entirely relevant to the category of training for which you are bidding. Failure to do this may adversely affect your tender evaluation. 
A (Business Related Training)

B (Computer Related Training)

C (Health and Safety Related Training)

D (Engineering Maintenance Operations Related Training)

E (Operational Plant Related Training)

F (Transport Related Training)

G (Quality Related Training)

H (Refinery Related Training)

I (Equality & Diversity Related Training)

J (Environmental Management Systems Related Training)
Instructions to suppliers
Tender documentation is available for providers to download via this notice, however hard copy (not electronic) tenders must be returned as instructed in the tender documentation. 

Tenderers must complete and return the acknowledgement of tender form if they intend to tender and wish to be included in the circulation of tender queries and responses. 

Reference number: PCT0879

Deadline date: 7 February 2011(12 noon)

Resources
A Business Related Training (10 Kb) 

B Computer Related Training (18 Kb) 

C Health and Safety Related Training (15 Kb) 

D Engineering Maintenance Operations Related Training (16 Kb) 

E Operational Plant Related Training (17 Kb) 

F Transport Related Training (16 Kb) 

G Quality Related Training (13 Kb) 

H Refinery Related Training (14 Kb) 

I Equality & Diversity Related Training (13 Kb) 

J Environmental Management Systems Related Training (13 Kb) 

A1 Pricing Schedule (10 Kb) 

B1 Pricing Schedule (Computer related) (10 Kb) 

C1 Pricing Schedule H & S (10 Kb) 

D1 Pricing Schedule (Eng Maint Ops) (10 Kb) 

E1 Pricing Schedule (Op Plant) (10 Kb) 

F1 Pricing Schedule (Transport) (10 Kb) 

G1 Pricing Schedule (Quality) (9 Kb) 

H1 Pricing Schedule (Refinery) (10 Kb) 

I1 Pricing Schedule (Equality & Diversity) (10 Kb) 

J1 Pricing Schedule (env mgmnt) (10 Kb) 

Questionnaire (80 Kb) 

ITT (61 Kb) 

Terms & Conditions of Agreement (74 Kb) 

Specification (114 Kb) 

Official name and address of contracting authority

Organisation: Carmarthenshire County Council

For the attention of: Nerys Jones, RDP Officer, West Wales European Centre, Dewi Building, University of Wales Trinity St Davids, Carmarthen SA31 3EP. Email najones@carmarthenshire.gov.uk, www.carmarthenshire.gov.uk. 

Object of the contract
Strengthening the Tourism Appeal in Rural Carmarthenshire
The project will strengthen the identity of rural Carmarthenshire as an all year round, quality tourist destination by improving the quality of the existing tourism product through the provision of financial support. It will assist in extending the season and promote Carmarthenshire as an all year round destination, ensure tourism businesses/facilities are able to make the most of technology to remain competitive, safeguard existing and create new employment opportunities within the tourism sector and instil a sense of place within the community.

The purpose of this tender is to appoint a suitable organisation to deliver the ‘Strengthening the Tourism Appeal of Rural Carmarthenshire’ grant scheme on behalf of the Carmarthenshire Partnership – Grwp Cefn gwlad and the Lead Body.

The aim of the project is to strengthen the appeal of rural Carmarthenshire as an all year round, quality tourist destination via product development and promotion in eligible rural wards of Carmarthenshire.

The main objectives of the project are to provide capital grants to:
· Improve the quality of the existing tourism product in rural Carmarthenshire through the provision of financial support to improve/upgrade existing accommodation/facilities;

· encourage the ‘greening’ of tourism operations; 

· assist via implementation of the above product investment in extending the season and promote Carmarthenshire as an all year round, quality destination;

· safeguard existing and create new employment opportunities within the tourism sector;

· instil a sense of place within rural communities that heightens the visitor experience.

The project comprises of a £1.59m capital grant scheme which will provide capital grants to existing tourism providers to help:
· meet changing consumer needs and expectations;

· support greener tourism business practices.

The maximum total contract value is £242,522 which is inclusive of match funding. There is a minimum requirement for the supplier to contribute 20.083% match funding towards the total contract cost.
Reference number: 1261

Deadline date: 22 February 2011 (12 noon)

Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: Gwynedd Council Skills and Employment Service

For the attention of: Nia Swann Bowden / Sioned Morgan, Council Offices, Shire Hall Street, Caernarfon LL55 1SH. Tel 01286 679774, niaswannbowden@gwynedd.gov.uk / sionedmorgan@gwynedd.gov.uk, www.gwynedd.gov.uk. 

Details of the request for quote
Strategic Innovation with Diversification from Agriculture
An opportunity now exists to undertake a number of strategic innovation studies as part of the ‘Innovate’ project. We wish to issue a call for proposals, inviting interested parties to propose Strategic Innovation projects that have the potential to lead to the creation of sustainable ventures which will deliver significant sustainable wealth creation opportunities for specific target groups within rural Gwynedd. 

Each Strategic Innovation proposal should cover a novel but viable potential commercial opportunity within the field of diversification from agriculture. Each successful Strategic Innovation provider will be funded to enable a detailed examination of the issues that need to be addressed to enable commercialisation of the proposed idea; which may include market research, piloting and feasibility study stages to inform a comprehensive business plan. The work itself must be restricted to pre-commercial research and feasibility.

In addition to providing a suitable proposal for Strategic Innovation, the provider must also demonstrate their competence and capacity to undertake and deliver the market research, piloting and feasibility study or any other associated work outlined in their proposal. 

Reference number: AR.STRAT.DIAM 01
Deadline date: 11 February 2011

Resources
English Invitation to Tender (154 Kb) 

Gwahoddiad i Dendr - Cymraeg (141 Kb) 

Gwynedd Local Development Strategy (English) (296 Kb) 

Gwynedd Local Development Strategy (Welsh) (291 Kb) 
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Funding
BIG Innovation Programme for Wales
The Big Lottery Fund (BIG) has launched its BIG Innovation Programme, which will invest up to £5 million in projects that seek to find new solutions to address emerging and existing social problems in Wales. BIG is committed to bringing about real improvements to the communities most in need but recognises that existing ways of meeting needs do not always work and that some needs are new, with no ways of addressing them. In the current economic climate, being innovative is challenging, especially if there is no guarantee of success. The programme has been launched to help people turn their innovative ideas into reality. 

Over the next three years, BIG will make grants of between £20,000 and £1 million through the programme. BIG is interested in applications from a broad range of sectors and organisations to allow the most innovative ideas to be identified and funded. It will consider an idea as being new if it hasn't been tried anywhere else in the UK and will fund local, regional or national projects as long as at least 75% of the people who will benefit live in Wales. The programme is open to applications from the voluntary, community, public and private sectors, however, BIG will not support activities that contribute directly to a private organisation's profits or give grants to individuals. The deadline for receipt of applications for Round 1 Stage 1 is 21 February 2011.
(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 11/1/11)
Baring Foundation: Joint International Development Grants Programme
The 2011 Grants Programme is now open to applications. Registered charities, voluntary groups and not-for-profit organisations in the UK that work with non-governmental organisations and community-based organisations in sub-Saharan Africa can apply. The maximum size of grant is £250,000 and it can be awarded for a duration of up to five years. Grants are available to help tackle the problem arising from long-term migration and displacement of people in sub-Saharan Africa. The UK applicant is expected to channel grant funding into organisations operating in the region.
The Foundation will support activities including the following: developing networks and other partnerships; training programmes; research and dialogues with policy and decision-makers about issues affecting NGOs and communities; workshops, meetings and exchange visits; piloting new approaches; improving information resources; improving financial and administrative systems. The 2011 deadline for applications is 31 March 2011.
(Source: Grantfinder Update, 12/1/11)

Funding for local bus and community transport services

The Welsh Assembly Government has announced that the Local Transport Services Grant Scheme will continue for 2011/12. The Scheme supports bus and community transport services across Wales. The £11m allocation is approximately 3 per cent less than that allocated in 2010/11. The full press release is available at the following link: Funding for local bus and community transport services. 
Healthy Hearts Grants (UK)
Heart Research UK is now inviting applications under its Healthy Heart Grants Scheme. Heart Research UK Healthy Heart Grants support innovative projects designed to promote heart health and to prevent or reduce the risks of heart disease in specific groups or communities. Grants of up to £10,000 are available to community groups, voluntary organisations and researchers who are spreading the healthy heart message. The next closing date is the 28 February 2011. 

(Source: Grants Online, Jan 11)

Heritage Grants Programme
The Heritage Grants Programme is the Heritage Lottery Fund’s main channel for awarding grants for projects relating to the national, regional or local heritage of the UK. Projects should require over £50,000 and meet the following objectives: help people to learn about their own and other people’s heritage; conserve the UK’s diverse heritage for present and future generations to experience and enjoy; help more people, and a wider range of people, to take an active part in and make decisions about heritage. 
A more simplified application process, for projects requesting £3,000 to £50,000, is available through the HLF's Your Heritage scheme. 

Interested parties are reminded that, under the Heritage Grants programme, applications requesting up to £5 million may be submitted at any time (decisions on applications requesting grants of over £1 million and under £5 million are assessed at Board meetings held six times a year - with the next deadline being 16 February 2011). Applications requesting over this are subject to an annual application round, the deadline for which is 30 November 2011.
(Source: Grantfinder Update, 12/1/11)

Macmillan – Helping you help others grants
Funding is available for cancer self-help and support groups across the UK. New and established groups can apply for funding of up to £500 and £3,000 respectively. Funding may be used, for example, for event costs, promotional activities and the purchase of group materials (ie computers, laptops and display materials). Applications from new groups are assessed on a monthly basis. Applications from established groups have three deadlines in 2011: 11 March, 1 July and 28 October. Further details are available here. 
(Source: Grantfinder Update, 12/1/11)

PRS for Music Foundation – Awards for New Works
The PRS for Music Foundation – Awards for New Works offers support to those wishing to commission a new piece of music written by UK-based music creators. The awards are open to constituted not-for-profit organisations in the UK overseeing the commissioning and first performance of a new work. Eligible applicants can apply for up to £15,000 towards the commissioning process. However, this particular programme is the Foundation’s most popular scheme and the average award is usually around £3,000 to £4,000. Support is offered towards the whole of the commissioning process. This includes the commission fee paid to the music creator and the costs relating to the first performance. Priority will be given to applications where the project has yet to be started over those where it is already underway. 

PRS for Music Foundation – Awards to Festivals
The PRS for Music Foundation’s Awards to Festivals scheme supports festivals in the UK that are programming new music by UK-based music creators. Grants of up to £3,000 are available to not-for-profit festivals with a track record of at least one year that: challenge musical boundaries by programming ground-breaking music; develop new audiences for new music while keeping existing ones stimulated; generate opportunities for the creation of new music eg through commissioning, or the provision of creative workshops and education projects; work collaboratively with other organisations, either locally or further afield; where working with unsigned/emerging artists, are able to show that their activities provide effective career development opportunities for these artists; and are financially stable and effectively managed.
PRS for Music Foundation – Awards to Performance Groups
The PRS for Music Foundation – Awards to Performance Groups scheme supports musical performance groups based in the UK. Grants of up to £3,000 are available for groups with a track record of at least one year, which regularly perform original music by UK music creators in public. The scheme supports sustained activity rather than one-off performances and funding is available to contribute towards the total budget for performing activity for up to one year. Applications are welcomed from performance groups in the UK from all genres of music.
The 2011 deadlines for applications for all the PRS for Music Foundation’s scheme above are 10 February, 15 April, 8 August and 14 October.

(Source: Grantfinder Update, 12/1/11)

Reaching Justice Wales: Cyrraedd Cyfiawnder Cymru
Reaching Justice Wales:Cyrraedd Cyfiawnder Cymru is considering applications for grants. It funds voluntary sector legal and legal advice agencies in Wales that provide free legal advice to the public; and/or network organisations that support those agencies. The maximum amount you can apply for is £5,000. As for the funding process, any eligible group may apply by way of a simple letter stating what level of financial support is needed and why. The letter should say which priority your application meets and why we are your chosen funder. Please let us know if you have applied to any other funder for the same purpose, and when you expect to have a decision on that application. While we encourage you to be as full as possible in your application, the level of detail needed should reflect and be proportionate to the level of assistance required (ie applications for small sums do not need to be as detailed as applications for large sums). This is intended to be a simple and straight forward application process. 
   

Details of the funding criteria can be found on the following website www.reachingjusticewales.org.uk/?page_id=21. Applications should be sent by 31 January 2011 to: Steven Vaughan, Secretary - Reaching Justice Wales: Cyrraedd Cyfiawnder Cymru, c/o Cardiff Law School, Cardiff University, Museum Avenue, Cardiff CF10 3AX.

Awards
Care Council for Wales Social Care Accolades
The Social Care Accolades showcase excellence and recognise good practice in the social care sector across Wales. Accolades are awarded to teams, groups or organisations that have invested in learning and development, to meet the aims of the Welsh Assembly Government’s ten year strategy for social services, Fulfilled Lives, Supportive Communities. Trophies are awarded to the winners of nine separate categories. Winners and finalists will also receive publicity in relevant press and media in Wales. 
Applications are accepted from private, voluntary or statutory agencies. Services can be residential or community-based, large or small. Organisations can be working with children or adults - good practice examples for the Accolades are welcomed from all parts of the sector. The 2011 deadline for receipt of nominations is 4 February 2011.
(Source: Grantfinder Update, 12/1/11)

2011 Charity Awards
Now in their 12th year, the Charity Awards are inviting nominations from dynamic and innovative third sector organisations in the following categories: environment and conservation; arts, culture and heritage; children and youth; disability; education and training; grantmaking and funding; healthcare and medical research; international aid and development; advice, support and advocacy; social care and welfare. Entries are welcome from charities of any size based anywhere in the UK. The deadline for entries is 11 March 2011. Further details are available from www.charityawards.co.uk. 

(Source: Latest Awards News, 14/1/11)
Institute of Fundraising Cymru National Awards
Nominations for the Institute of Fundraising’s National Awards have now opened. There are four categories: best use of major donor fundraising; best integrated fundraising and campaigning organisation; most committed to learning and development and best supplier 2011. With the exception of Best Supplier 2011 award, only non-profit organisations are eligible for nomination. Both fundraisers and their agencies and suppliers can nominate before 5pm on Tuesday 1 March 2011 by clicking on the ‘nominate’ option from www.nationalawards.org.uk and then following instructions. 

Leading Wales Awards
The Leading Wales Awards recognise and celebrate personal achievement in outstanding leadership and management, which helps to drive the growth of the Welsh economy. Championing and influencing leadership development, the programme rewards individuals at all levels whose efforts have resulted in positive outcomes for their project, business or community. There are eight categories for nominations. Those categories relevant to individuals in the voluntary or community sector are: voluntary/not-for-profit sector award; social enterprise category; young leader award; team leader award; leadership in social responsibility; and leadership for the future. The deadline for nominations is 4 March 2011. 

(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 12/1/11) 
National Lottery Awards
The National Lottery Awards are an annual search to find the UK’s favourite Lottery-funded projects. The awards recognise the difference these projects have made to people, places and communities across the UK and celebrate the talent, hard work and dedication of those involved in their running. Reflecting the different types of projects that benefit from Lottery funding, awards are made under the following categories: best arts project; best education project; best environment project; best health project; best heritage project; best sport project; and best voluntary/charity project. Winners will receive a cash prize of £2,000 and will be determined by a public vote featured in a special BBC1 television show in the autumn. In addition, projects reaching the shortlist stage will be showcased in local and national media, enabling them to share their success with people across the UK. The deadline for receipt of entries is 5pm on 18 February 2011.
(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 10/1/11)
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General
Keep up to date and receive relevant health and social care information

If you work in the health, social care and wellbeing third sector and would like to receive the WCVA specialist bulletin, plus invitations to Network 3 - the Health Social Care and Wellbeing Network meetings and other events – join Network 3, contact Fiona Harris at WCVA fharris@wcva.org.uk.
Appointments to the Advantage Programme Committee for Wales
How would you spend £20 million to help improve the quality of life of older people in Wales?
The Big Lottery Fund is the largest distributor of National Lottery money to good causes and currently invests up to £1 million every week in projects across Wales. The Big Lottery Fund is seeking to improve the quality of life of people over the age of 50, by funding projects that improve access to befriending and advocacy services. The AdvantAGE programme has a budget of approximately £20 million to distribute across Wales.

We are looking to recruit committee members to decide how this money is spent. As a member of the AdvantAGE Programme Committee, you will have an excellent knowledge and understanding of some of the following:
· Challenges and opportunities facing the older people sector in Wales; 

· local or regional knowledge of existing or planned services available for older people; 

· developing advocacy or befriending services for older people.

AdvantAGE programme committee members will:
· Decide on which grant applications should be funded based on assessment reports written by our officers;

· advise on the priorities and strategic context of the programme;

· contribute specific knowledge and expertise;

· take a strategic overview of applications within the context of this programme.

Committee members will be expected to attend pre-arranged committee meetings on Friday 18 March 2011 and Tuesday 29 March 2011. Members are unpaid, but they may claim expenses. Committee meetings will be held at our offices in Cardiff or Newtown.  

To find out more about this role, come along to our AdvantAGE committee recruitment event in Cardiff on Thursday 3 February 2011, 10am to 1pm. If you would like to attend, you need to register beforehand by calling Katie Byers on 029 2067 8227 or by sending an email to katie.byers@biglotteryfund.org.uk.  

For an application pack, visit our website www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/wales or email maggie.armstrong@biglotteryfund.org.uk, call Maggie on 01686 611720 or write to: Maggie Armstrong, Big Lottery Fund, 2nd Floor, Newtown, Powys

SY16 1JB.
The closing date for applications to join the AdvantAGE Programme Committee is 5pm on Friday 11 February 2011.

For more information on the AdvantAGE programme in Wales, visit our website at http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_advantage?regioncode=-uk 

Holding out for a hero
The makers of the successful BBC shows ‘In It To Win It’, ‘Who Dares Wins’ and ‘Eggheads’ are developing a quiz show with a difference for ITV and are looking for extra special contestants to take part. On this game show, contestants don’t play to win themselves a prize; they play to win a life-changing sum of money to make someone else’s dream come true. Whatever money they win, they will be handing it over to their recipient – a deserving person, local cause or small charity with an amazing story who has no idea someone has decided to be their ‘hero’. If you would like the opportunity to be a real life hero by putting your general knowledge to the test to potentially win big money to help others then we would love to hear from you! If you’re interested in applying to be on the show or know of anyone who may be then you can email their story to hero@12yard.com or write to Hero applications, 12 Yard Productions, 131-151 Great Tichfield Street, London W1W5 5BB by 11 February 2011.

(Source: FLVC mailing) 

I Will for Wales Campaign
Keep Wales Tidy has launched the ‘I Will for Wales’ campaign, which is making a plea to the people of Wales to look after the environment and keep their local area clean and tidy in 2011. They are encouraging individuals and organisations to make small lifestyle changes that collectively will have a huge impact on the environment and people’s pockets; small changes that will dramatically improve the areas where we work, live and for tourists. To ensure they appeal to the widest possible audience, Keep Wales Tidy are asking Welsh organisations to corporately support this campaign and sign up to make some ‘Tidy’ resolutions. If you are interested in supporting this campaign and would like to discuss your possible involvement in more detail, please contact Louise Tambini, Projects Director, tel 07824 504790 or 029 2072 6976, email louise.tambini@keepwalestidy.org.   
Poverty and Social Exclusion in Wales
‘Poverty and Social Exclusion in Wales’ combines expert papers with real life stories to try and paint a complete picture of poverty and social exclusion in Wales today. The book is available to download for free or you can order a hard copy from Daneka Norman, tel 01495 356702, email daneka.norman@bevanfoundation.org. 

Sport Wales launches Vision urging everyone to make a promise
The Welsh public are being urged to take a stand and make a promise to keep fit. Sport Wales has launched their Vision for sport in Wales and is calling on families to play their part in getting the nation active. The Vision outlines Sport Wales’ priorities for sport as well as the big shifts necessary in order to deliver increased participation and improved performance. Sport Wales has consulted on the Vision with its key partners – local authorities, governing bodies of sport, and schools amongst others – and believes that the time is right to refresh the approach to sport in Wales in order to continue to grow participation and improve performance. If you want to make a promise to help Sport Wales achieve their aim then you could make a start by joining Change4Life (www.wales.gov.uk/change4life), the Welsh Assembly Government campaign to help us all become more active and healthier. Alternatively you could sign up to becoming involved in volunteering or coaching by registering at www.behindeverystar.org.uk, Sport Wales’ campaign to get more adults involved in volunteering and coaching in Welsh sport. You can let us know what promise you will be making at www.facebook.com/sportwales  

(Source: Sport Wales press release, 14/1/11)
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Training
Introduction to sustainable development training course
WCVA's new training programme includes a course on the subject of SD for the first time.  It has been developed in conjunction with WCVA and is being run by Cynnal Cymru. Cynnal Cymru is an independent, not-for-profit organisation that promotes sustainable development and provides practical information to help people live sustainably. The course description is available on the training page of WCVA's website.
Return to green news
News and Policy
Read the latest newsletter from Cynnal Cymru – Sustain Wales
New WCVA Affinity Scheme - Can you save money and make a difference?

Before you start to work out how to reduce CO2 usage, first find out if your current energy bill bares any resemblance to what you actually used.
65 per cent of charities pay annually on estimated billing

15 per cent of charities are on the wrong profile

5 per cent of charities pay the wrong bill or indeed getting no bill at all

Utility Aid will help you understand your actual energy usage, check exactly what you are paying for, and then advise on how to really make a difference both to you and the planet, all whilst also offering a pathway into the realms of the wholesale energy market.

WCVA has signed an agreement with Utility Aid to promote their services to our members. As energy brokers to the SCVO, CFDG, Charity Buying Group and more, Utility Aid has worked in the not-for-profit sector for over the last ten years reducing bills, controlling costs and helping our clients on the way to making a difference. They are a bespoke organisation designed to work at your pace to talk in your language. What is even more remarkable, as a charity, you are eligible for a free, no obligation energy audit to start you on your way. So call Lotte on 0808 178 8170 (free phone) or visit www.utility-aid.co.uk.
Home Energy Efficiency Scheme (HEES) - Final deadline announced
The Welsh Assembly Government is now in the final stages of replacing the Home Energy Efficiency Scheme (HEES) with a new Fuel Poverty Scheme, targeted at the most vulnerable, hard-to treat homes. As such, HEES will end on 31 March 2011 and the new Fuel Poverty Scheme will commence on 1 April 2011. Over the past ten years, HEES has been providing support and funding for energy efficiency improvements to needy households in Wales, assisting the Welsh Assembly Government in meeting its aim of eradicating fuel poverty. Through HEES, grant support covers heating and insulation measures including: loft and cavity wall insulation; draught proofing; hot water tank insulation; gas room and electric storage heaters; and low energy light bulbs.

Eligible householders must be receiving a qualifying benefit. They must also either be pregnant and in receipt of maternity certificate MAT B1 or have a child under 16. For those aged over 60, disabled people or single parents with a child under 16 receiving a disability benefit, a higher level of support is offered through HEES’ sister scheme, HEES Plus. The maximum grant levels provided through HEES and HEES Plus are £2,000 and £3,600 respectively. In addition, a further grant strand provides up to £5,000 towards households using oil central heating.

All remaining HEES applications now need to be processed, and all works completed and inspected by 1 April 2011. An announcement regarding the new Fuel Poverty Scheme and arrangements will be made later this month. No further online applications for HEES are being accepted. The final deadline for applications by telephone is 18 February 2011.     

Publication of the Climate Change Strategy

The Welsh Assembly Government has set out how it will manage its programme against climate change to achieve its ambition of a 3 per cent year on year reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. The strategy, which is the first of its kind in the UK, highlights that the Welsh approach to tackling climate change will focus not only on reducing carbon emissions but also on helping the country adapt to the inevitable changes to the climate. It is accompanied by two delivery plans that set out how the strategy’s targets, aspirations will be achieved and who will be involved in their delivery. It identifies a number of areas in which the Assembly Government will focus its action. These include:

· A comprehensive approach to behaviour change. 

· The consideration of climate change in all the Assembly Government’s decision making. 

· Delivering increased energy efficiency, making low carbon transport a reality and building the skills to ensure that Wales makes the most of the opportunities associated with a low carbon economy.  

· Ensuring that our approach to research and development, technology and skills helps Wales to gain maximum benefit from climate change business and research. 

· Creating a framework to help us adapt to climate change. 

· Using land use and spatial planning to help us move towards a low carbon economy. 

The strategy commits the Welsh Assembly Government to achieving at least a 40 per cent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions in Wales by 2020 against a 1990 baseline.

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/environmentandcountryside/2010/101007ccstrategy/?lang=en.
New figures show a more sustainable Wales

Air quality, recycling rates and green house gas emissions have all improved in Wales over the last year, according to new figures. The latest sustainable development figures show that Wales has made clear improvements in 17 of the 44 areas measured by sustainable development indicators. The figures also reveal that Wales’ performance in 22 of the indicators has shown little or no change. These figures come after the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs publication of the ‘Measuring progress: sustainable development indicators 2010’. This brings together a range of economic, social and environmental indicators to provide a statistical overview of the country’s progress on sustainable development.
Community Green: Using local spaces to tackle inequality and improve health

The Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment have just published ‘Community Green: Using local spaces to tackle inequality and improve health.’ The document examines the impact of the quality of local green spaces on the health and wellbeing of people in six deprived and ethnically diverse areas. It shows that providing good quality local green space is an effective way to tackle inequality. It will be of interest to policymakers and those working in local government, social housing and the voluntary and community sector. Download the full publication at:  



" 
www.cabe.org.uk/publications/community-green

More Trees, More Good

The Woodland Trust are launching a new campaign ‘More Trees, More Good’, which aims to double the number of native woods and trees in the UK. The UK is one of the least wooded countries in Europe with only 4% native woodland cover. The target is to have twice as many native trees and woods for the sake of wildlife and people, to combat climate change and improve our environment. Research gathered over recent years has highlighted the countless essential benefits to people, wildlife and their environment that comes from planting trees. To maximise these, the UK needs to plant 20 million native trees per year. 
The Woodland Trust are calling on all sections of society to get involved, from farmers and communities, to schools and companies the woodland trust need to rally those who can plant trees with our help and inspire those who can contribute financially. A large range of organisations have already risen to the challenge including Sainsbury’s, the National Association of Local Councils, The Ministry of Defence and the Women’s Institute. The coalition government has also committed to a national tree planting campaign. Though ambitious, this aim is ultimately achievable – but only if we work together.

The Woodland Trust has free tree planting packs for community groups, schools and youth groups. For more information, visit MoreTreesMoreGood.org.uk or telephone 0845 293 5689. 
An Unexamined Truth

On 16 June 2010, the Baring Foundation hosted an event for independent funders to launch a new report called An Unexamined Truth. This report describes a pilot project that has supported non-environmental voluntary organisations to explore how the impacts of climate change will affect their primary charitable purpose. The approaches taken by the four groups of organisations that led the work will be of interest to all those in the voluntary sector, the independent funding community and in government that are interested in practical ways to widen the circle of organisations involved in action on climate change. 

Welsh third sector declaration on climate change
All types of organisations and groups in the third sector are encouraged to sign up to WCVA's climate change declaration as a way of making a public declaration about their commitment to tackling climate change - both through their internal practices and the work they do with people and communities across Wales. The declaration can be found on WCVA's climate change web page, alongside some useful 'where to go for help guidance' listing sources of help and support for taking action on climate change. 
Guardian 10:10 campaign – WCVA signs up
WCVA has now signed up to this Guardian climate change campaign; this new initiative shows that we can all act now - and achieve something. The idea is simple: by signing up, individuals and organisations commit to doing their best to cut their emissions by 10% by the end of 2010, precisely the sort of deep, quick cut the scientists say is needed. For more information visit: www.1010uk.org. 
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Sustain Magazine Awards

The 2011 sustain magazine awards for sustainability, business and the built environment are officially open for entries. The Awards are designed to celebrate the high hopes and hard work, commitment and creativity, radicalism and rigour, inspiration and perspiration of all those achieving distinction and success in the field of sustainability. There are three categories of award: property and the built environment; trade and industry; and business and society. Entry packs are available from events@sustainmagazine.com. Further details are available from www.sustainmagazine.com/pages/eshot-basic.html. 

Launch of the Glastir Woodland Creation Grant Scheme
The new Glastir Woodland Creation Scheme aims to help to fulfil the commitment to create more native and mixed woodland as set out in Woodlands for Wales, the Welsh Assembly Government's woodland strategy. It is a bespoke element of Glastir, Wales's new sustainable land management scheme and offers grants to landowners, especially farmers, to create new woodlands on their land.

There will be three types of grant available to all landowners in Wales - woodland establishment grants, fencing grants and woodland creation premium grants. The maximum amount available will be £10,000 per hectare over the 15 years of payments. Grants for fencing of £3.15 per metre are provided where required. The grants can support the costs of creating new woodlands as well as 'income foregone payments' for taking land out of agriculture. Any landowner in Wales may apply, regardless of whether they are a farmer or not. Applications may be submitted at any time. www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-6j2gxd. 

Free energy saving plugs

Grass Roots are working with British Gas, who are obligated to reduce carbon emissions emitted by households under a Government programme called Carbon Emissions Reduction Target (CERT). They are funding the scheme under this initiative which is governed by Ofgem.

1 million free lime energy saving plugs to people who are in receipt of benefits and/or are aged 70 and above. The plug is worth approximately £20 and is completely free to those who request one (including P&P). Plus for every unit that is requested they will make a 5p per plug donation to your charity. The lime energy saving plug operates with all conventional Infra Red remote controlled appliances such as TV’s, DVD players, stereos or games consoles etc. By using your existing remote control, the plug will automatically cut off the electricity to all your connected equipment rather than putting it on standby.

Rules:
Due to this being a Government led scheme, there are a few requirements:
 

· The person must request a unit (via web registration or Response Card) - they cannot be given away on mass. 

· The person must be in receipt of the qualifying criteria.  

· One unit only per household can be given away (donations can't be made for duplicates).  

Promotion:

Grass Roots are looking for charities who would like to promote this scheme to their members and supporters. Grass Roots will provide all relevant marketing material required to make the promotion as easy as possible.

If you are keen to take up this opportunity, please contact Kim Dunton on 01442 829442 or via email: kim.dunton@grg.com.   

For more information on CERT follow the link below.

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/consumers/saving_energy/cert/cert.aspx
As well as providing the energy saving plugs, Grass Roots are also providing shower widgets – www.waterwidget.co.uk/index.htm and home insulation - www.freecavitywall.co.uk/index.htm. 
Naturesave Trust
The Naturesave Trust has announced that it will now provide start up 'seed corn' grants for community renewable energy projects. The Trust is keen to help communities, in particular, that do not have the initial start-up capital to undertake all the preliminary work to get to the planning stage, and most importantly, for the community to retain as much control as possible over the operating income once the project has been successful. Grants are available whatever type of renewable power generation the community is considering. Applications can be made at any time. 
If you would like to include anything in the next edition of ‘green news’ please contact Jessica McQuade at WCVA: jmcquade@wcva.org.uk. 
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JRF Publications
The following publications have been added to the JRF website.

Local housing market volatility 
House price changes in the UK from the perspective of local and regional areas. 

How can local authorities with less money support better outcomes for older people? 
This Solutions provides examples of imaginative, affordable and effective ways of supporting older people's health, well-being, social engagement and independence. 

JRF newsletter - January 2011 

What will poverty look like up to 2014?

Hundreds of thousands more adults and children will be in absolute poverty by 2014. Under government welfare reforms there will be:
· A rise in absolute poverty of nearly one million, including 200,000 children and half a million childless adults;
· a rise in relative poverty of about 800,000.
That's according to a study from the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS), published last month. It gives projections of relative and absolute income poverty among children and working-age adults for each year between 2010/11 and 2013/14.
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation supported this project as part of its work to keep a spotlight on people and places in poverty as public spending is reduced. 
Coalition reforms will mean slightly more people in poverty than if previous policies had continued, increasing the challenge of reducing the high levels of relative and absolute poverty in the UK. Programme manager, Chris Goulden, said: ‘This research highlights the continuation of a trend begun decades ago, and exacerbated under the Labour Government, of rising poverty for adults without children. They remain a hugely neglected group at risk of severe poverty.’
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Policy

Consultations

A new approach to financial regulation: Consultation on reforming the consumer credit regime
This consultation, conducted jointly by HM Treasury and the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, considers the merits of transferring responsibility for consumer credit regulation from the Office of Fair Trading (OFT) to the new consumer protection and markets authority (CPMA - working title). The creation of the CPMA was announced by HM Treasury in July as part of a wider programme to reform the institutional framework for financial regulation in the UK. This consultation is open to all businesses, consumer groups and individuals with an interest. The Government particularly welcomes views from firms currently subject to consumer credit regulation and their representatives, consumers and consumer bodies. The deadline for responses is 22 March 2011.

Building resilience to climate change: Approach to exercising powers to issue guidance and directions under Part 4 of the Climate Change Act 2008
Part 4 of the Climate Change Act 2008 gives the Welsh Ministers powers in relation to responding to the consequences of climate change and enabling effective adaptation action. We want your views on our statutory guidance and our approach to using the power of direction. We are facing some unavoidable changes to our climate because of past and current emissions of greenhouse gases. This consultation focuses on a few organisations that have influence over Wales’s ability to adapt – the key reporting authorities. But other organisations also need to consider the risks of the changing climate. We encourage all organisations to look at how the climate is going to change and consider how they can build resilience. The deadline for responses is 15 March 2011.

Charity shop risk assessment
This consultation introduces HSE's latest online risk assessment tool, for low-risk charity shops. In some respects it mirrors the recently-launched tool for small low-risk shops but is tailored specifically for voluntary organisations and seeks to address the risks typically found in low-risk charity shops. The consultation seeks comments on the usability of the tool and how it compares with HSE's other risk assessment guidance. The deadline for responses is 16 March 2011.

Proposed National Assembly for Wales (Legislative Competence) (Health and Health Services) Order 2011
The proposed Order aims to extend the legislative competence of the National Assembly for Wales to make new laws for Wales by Measure in relation to the storage and use of the body of a deceased adult, and the removal, storage and use of any relevant material of which such a body contains for the purposes of transplantation to a human body. Online Survey. The deadline for responses is 21 January 2011.
Public consultation on changes to the Statutory Guidance under Part 2A of the Environmental Protection Act 1990
This is a joint consultation with the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra). Contaminated land is a devolved area of policy. There are separate regimes in England, Wales and Scotland. This consultation is only relevant to the contaminated land regimes in England and Wales. It seeks views on updating and revising guidance on the contaminated land under the Environmental Protection Act 1990. It also seeks views on changes to the Contaminated Land (England) Regulations 2006 and the Contaminated Land (Wales) Regulations 2006. The deadline for responses is 15 March 2011.
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Procurement through Value Wales
Value Wales is the Welsh Assembly Government initiative set up to help public sector organisations’ procurement with efficiency savings via approved suppliers. This initiative has been opened up to voluntary organisations. The companies and products listed below are not specifically endorsed by WCVA but members are eligible to take advantage of the deals on offer.

The complete Value Wales catalogue and prices are available through the Value Wales – Buy4Wales site at www.buy4wales.co.uk. If you experience problems accessing the Buy4Wales site please contact carla.lavender@wales.gsi.gov.uk. 

European Electronique - Value Wales Framework Supplier WFEPC/025/07

Sales enquiries

Telephone: 0845 345 8340 Welsh Public Sector Enquiry Centre (local rate call).

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
 valuewales@euroele.com
Value Wales (Procurement)’s principle services include advice, guidance and support on best practice. It also undertakes a role in negotiating all-Wales contracts in key areas and leads national initiatives where centralised co-ordination will deliver benefits.

European Electronique is an ‘Approved Value Wales Supplier’ and a successful privately owned company with 130 permanent members of staff.

European Electronique is a Vendor Independent IT & Solutions provider with over 20 years experience providing products and solutions to the Public Sector.

Vendor independent products available under the framework from European Electronique

Lot 1: PC & TFT

Lot 2: Laptop

Lot 3: PC & TFT All Inclusive – Delivery to Desk service

Lot 4: Handhelds & PDA's

Lot 5: Printers

Lot 6: Servers

Lot 7: Networking

Lot 8: Storage

Services available to public sector in Wales

· Framework pricing for leading Manufacturers that should reflect the lowest attainable purchase pricing for the Welsh public sector.

· Demonstration & Evaluation Equipment.

· Free on site consultancy and advice on request.

· Dedicated Account Management.

· Free Delivery.

· Retrospective rebate Scheme for purchases during the contract period.

· All public sector bodies within Wales are awarded a credit account (30 days Net monthly) with European Electronique and are able to place orders immediately for next day delivery (Stock allowing).

Contacts at European Electronique

Please use the following contact points at European Electronique in order that we may provide the fastest possible solution to your enquiry.

Sales enquiries

Telephone:
0845 345 8340 Welsh Public Sector Enquiry Centre (local rate call).

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
valuewales@euroele.com
Your dedicated Customer Relationship Manager is David Castle;

Telephone:
01865 883300

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
dave.castle@euroele.com
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Training
WCVA training
Other training
WCVA training
Price bands (All prices are excluding VAT)
A WCVA members 

B Voluntary and community organisations 

C Others

Time 4 young people – with Timebanking Wales
Tuesday 1 March 2011, Integrated Children’s Centre, Merthyr Tydfil

Trainer:  Geoff Thomas

Duration: 1 day
     
          Format Training course

Aims: To outline different methodologies for the practical implementation of Time 4 Young People.
Person to agency timebanking has become a well evidenced and recognised resource in Wales within a relatively short time frame. The New Economics Foundation in ‘The New Wealth of Time: How Timebanking helps people build better public services’ evidences that person to agency timebanking is a cost effective and high impact method of engaging ‘people as a resource to co-produce services’. Timebanking has had a dramatic impact in engaging young people as positive contributors to their communities in areas suffering from high levels of disengagement and anti-social behaviour. Many of these young people passively attend youth services, but are difficult to actively engage. This 1-day session outlines different methodologies for the practical implementation of Time 4 Young People enabling youth services to successfully and actively engage young people into constructive patterns of behaviour.

Learning outcomes:

By attending this course you will be able to:
· Move youth work out of closed youth club environments: promote inclusion

· Increase levels of membership and participation: engage collective action

Outcomes for young people:
· Builds a positive image of young people: young people feel more valued.

· Engages young people in community projects: develops life skills and confidence.

· Gives young people responsibility: assists transition into adulthood.

 

 Outcomes for communities:
· Builds new relationships and social networks: creating respect and trust.

· Young people become active citizens: lowering levels of anti-social behaviour.

· Improves the environment: increases the feeling of ownership and pride.

Who is this course for?

Organisations working with young people who wish to develop Timebanking opportunities.
Fees:

A £125
B £155
C £185
An introduction to storytelling in organisations 
Thursday 3 March 2011, AVOW, Wrexham

Trainer:  Karen Lewis

Duration: 1 day
     
          Format Training course

Aims: To explore the opportunities of using storytelling to share experience and engage service users.
Many organisations are seeing the benefit of gathering ‘real-life’ stories from service users, staff and volunteers to help improve their service delivery. This session explores the range of methodology being used to collect and share stories and offers some practical exercises to get you thinking about how you might approach story gathering in your work.

Who is this course for?

Frontline staff and managers looking to use story telling to engage service users, citizens and communities.
Fees:

A £125
B £155
C £185

Spaces still available book now to avoid disappointment!!

How to tender
Tuesday 15 and Wednesday 16 February 2011, Morfa Hall, Rhyl

Trainer:  WCVA staff 

Duration: 2 days 

         Format: Training course
Fees:

Free**

   A £150
B £200
C £300

*3-SET training courses are free to attend for staff and volunteers of third sector organisations that can demonstrate they are involved in the development and / or delivery of European funded projects in Wales

Administering an event
Thursday 17 February 2011, Baltic House, Cardiff
Trainer:  Karen Lewis

Duration: 1 day
     
         Format: Training course
Fees:

A £125
B £155
C £185

For more information email training@wcva.org.uk or telephone the WCVA helpdesk on 0800 2888 329. 
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Energy Best Deals
Do you work with service users who struggle with their energy bills figures estimate around 6 million people in the UK are living in fuel poverty – that means they spend more than 10% of their total income on fuel. Energy Best Deals is a fun, informative and very timely session that helps people understand how to access cheaper deals on their fuel bills, how to compare and switch energy providers, understand about social tariffs, grant schemes and schemes to help those who are struggling with utility bill arrears. Funded by Ofgem and Citizens Advice it is entirely impartial and seeks only to raise consumer awareness and access to schemes that can help them pay less for their utility bills. It is equally helpful for staff, volunteers or service users alike.

If you have a group of at least 8-10 people and would like us to come and deliver this session for you free! Contact Jayne Bellis or Gail Roberts at Pennysmart CIC. We are based in the FLVC building at Corlan in Mold Flints and work across all areas of Chester, Ellesmere Port & North Wales. Tel: 01352 744078, enquiries@pennysmart.org.uk. But hurry we are booking up fast we only have these sessions available until April 2011.

National Assembly for Wales – Vote 2011 sessions 

Thursday 27 January 2011, 10.30 – 11.30

Saturday 29 January 2011, 11.00 – 12.00

Media Briefing Room, The Senedd
The National Assembly for Wales and Women Making a Difference are working in partnership to deliver two informative and engaging sessions on the three opportunities to vote this year. In 2011, the people of Wales will be asked to vote in the referendum on the National Assembly‘s law-making powers, the National Assembly election and the referendum on changing the UK’s voting system. These sessions will give you an opportunity to find out more about Vote 2011 and take a tour of the Senedd. Further details are available from assembly.bookings@wales.gov.uk, tel 0845 010 5500.

The Annual Conference of the Family and Intergenerational Learning Network: Valuing Outcomes for All
1 February 2011, The Pavilion Conference Centre, Llandrindod Wells
Chaired by Lynne Hill, Policy Director for Children in Wales, this conference highlights the wide variety of positive outcomes for all involved in family and intergenerational learning.

 
Keynote address from WAG Department of Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills
 

Presentations, workshops and networking time provide opportunities for delegates to learn how:

Parc Prison is reducing reoffending through family activities.

Maths is Fun family numeracy project tackles family poverty and improves school attainments.

The People’s Collection, an exciting and ambitious web-portal, developed by the culture sector in Wales will encourage digital inclusion, enhance cultural knowledge and celebrate community history and identity and

trac uses the traditional music and dance of Wales to bring generations together and enhance well being.

There will also be an option in the afternoon to follow a short training session on the new Credit and Qualifications Framework for Wales with a particular focus on using it to acknowledge achievements within family and intergenerational learning. 

Places are still available. For a detailed programme and booking information contact Wendy Ellaway-Lock, wendy@niacedc.org.uk or 029 2037 0900, or link to the website.
The Nuts & Bolts..of providing domestic abuse services
2 February 2011, Media Resource Centre, Llandrindod Wells
A one day event to discuss a range of ‘hot topics’ for those working to provide domestic abuse services. Themes will include: how we better serve people with complex needs, how we respond to men fleeing domestic abuse, the importance of women-only services, as well as ensuring the general quality of services and accommodation can continue to improve in the current economic climate. This event offers attendees the opportunity to explore these issues with frank and open debate as well as sharing and learning from existing practice, new ideas and approaches. View full Programme or contact Nicola Evans, Cymorth Cymru, tel 029 2055 3687, email nicolaevans@cymorthcymru.org.uk. 
Working with the media & community fundraising
Wednesday 16 February, Ivybush Hotel Royal Hotel, Carmarthen
Arfon Haines-Davies, Broadcaster with over 30 years experience working in both the media and third sector, will explain how to get the best out of your relationship with the press and media. The Institute of Fundraising Cymru’s Wales National Manager will be providing a broad overview of fundraising covering the various aspects of one of the most important areas of fundraising. To book on this February Network meeting, contact the Institute of Fundraising Cymru on 029 2034 0062 or email chris@institute-of-fundraising.org.uk. 

NEA Cymru Fuel Poverty Conference
Thursday 17 February 2011, SWALEC Stadium, Cardiff
This conference is the only Wales-wide conference with the sole focus on fuel poverty and the solutions needed to tackle it. This year’s conference ‘Bridging the divide: tackling fuel poverty in Wales’ is sponsored by Calor. Further details are available at http://www.nea.org.uk/nea-cymru-conference-201/
An introduction to housing related support
17 February 2011, Cardiff
Housing related support continues to offer realistic living options to vulnerable people and is a recognisable component of a comprehensive community care package. However, the planning and management of supported housing is still unknown territory to many mainstream housing or social care practitioners. The principal aim of this course is to equip participants with an understanding of the key elements of supported housing provision and management. To book your place please fill out the attached booking form and email to kathrynjellings@cymorthcymru.org.uk, tel 029 2055 3687.

PATH for individuals, projects and organisations
18 February 2011, Cardiff
This short course will help you gain the skills to plan for the future. PATH is a Person Centre Planning tool used to help individuals, teams or organisations create a plan for the future where different and sometimes complex actions are involved. Delegates will learn how to identify actions needed to reach a goal, look at who will need to be involved and start using PATH when planning for the future. Further details are available from Learning Disability Wales, tel 029 2068 1160, email training@learningdisabilitywales.org.uk. 

How to combine email with social media for bigger impact
Tuesday 8 March, Chapter Arts Centre, Cardiff
Following the success of his last session with the Institute of Fundraising Cymru, Howard Lake is back to deliver another unmissable guide to maximising your fundraising income through the social media. This is a half day session that will be delivered by highly respected industry speaker, Howard Lake, Director of UK Fundraising. Your charity or business probably has good experience of using email to recruit and retain donors or customers. You’re probably also exploring how social media sites and tools like Facebook and Twitter can help your organisation. You probably know that you ought to be combining all these channels to get the most out of them, but aren’t sure how to. This course will help you get started and, we hope, inspire you to take it further. To book on this February Network meeting, contact the Institute of Fundraising Cymru on 029 2034 0062 or email chris@institute-of-fundraising.org.uk. 

Siaradwn Ni Second Annual Conference
Friday 18 March 2011, Port Talbot
The theme of the annual conference is ‘Real Women, Real Issues, Real Challenges’. The term ‘body image’ is thrown around a lot these days, mostly in regards to eating disorders. Sometimes it is difficult to communicate our emotions and women may ‘swallow’ their emotions. We also hear that young women are more likely to internalise any feelings of inadequacy leaving them vulnerable to self harm. The real women and mental health conference will focus on raising awareness on how these issues can affect women and will encourage the finding of solutions. Keynote speakers include Kirsty Williams AM, Leader of Welsh Liberal Democrats, Bethan Jenkins AM (Chair of cross-party working group on eating disorders), Shehla Khan, EYST Manager. Further details are available from Mental Health Matters Wales, tel 01656 651450, email admin@mhmwales.org.  
Grandparents & Kinship Care

Thursday 31 March 2011, Future Inns, Cardiff

The aim of the conference is to bring together leading policy makers and professionals in the field to review policy and practice around kinship care and to highlight legal, financial, practical and emotional issues associated with it. Good practice examples from across Wales and the UK will be examined. The conference will also help put a spotlight on the important, but often ignored role grandparents play in Wales in supporting sometimes very vulnerable children. Further details are available from Children in Wales, tel 029 2034 2434, email info@childreninwales.org.uk. 
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End of e-briefing
Disclaimer
Inclusion of third party information in WCVA’s members' email briefing does not constitute an endorsement by WCVA. WCVA takes no responsibility for the quality of third party events, products or services featured in this briefing. Whilst every care is taken to provide accurate information, neither WCVA nor the editor undertakes any liability for any error or omission. If you wish to be deleted from this mailing list, please email help@wcva.org.uk.  
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