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Are you looking for funding? 
If you are looking for funding for your organisation or project, WCVA can carry out a funding search for its members on Grantfinder. Contact the Helpdesk on 0800 2888 329, help@wcva.org.uk or complete a funding enquiry form online here. 
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Contracts & tenders
To promote your organisation to public sector purchasers and to get free email alerts of relevant tenders and contracts, register with Sell2Wales - www.sell2wales.co.uk. 
Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: Woodfuel Wales

For the attention of: Martin Leett, Woodfuel Wales, Unit 6, Dyfi Ecopark, Machynlleth, Powys SY20 8AX. Tel 0845 456 0342, email martin.leett@woodfuelwales.org.uk, www.woodfuelwales.org.uk. 

Object of the contract
Woodfuel Wales Evaluation – submission date change
The objectives of this study will cover a number of differing elements relating to the overall evaluation: 

· Monitoring: development of monitoring and reporting system to measure progress towards achievement of outputs.

· Process: project implementation, procurement processes, progress against outcomes. 

· Impact: achievements against objectives, assessment of broader outcomes and impacts of the project, unintended consequences, next steps.
Instructions to suppliers
Please see attached tender invitation for full details. Tenders are required by 20 October 2010.

Note: The successful applicant will be invited to attend an Evaluators Information Session at WAG in Aberystwyth on 19 November 2010. 

Reference number: A AAB 62 04 qA800671

Deadline date: 20 October 2010
Resource
Evaluation Tender Document (85 Kb) 
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Funding
Big Lottery Fund: plans for a new online application system
The Big Lottery Fund is spending millions on a new funding management system aimed at enabling it to significantly increase the number of applications it receives and processes online. It hopes the new software will be usable within a couple of years. Despite attempts to provide online application systems and interactive PDF application forms, most applications to the Big Lottery Fund are made with old fashioned pen and paper. BIG is not happy with that, and has appointed SAP-UK to come up with a plan for a new funding management system. It will cost between £3 million and £10 million. 

(Source: fundinginformation.org, 28/9/10)

Big Lottery Fund: International Communities
The Big Lottery Fund has launched a new international funding programme called International Communities. Due to run until 2015, the budget for the period 2010-12 will be up to £26 million. Grants of between £50,000 and £500,000 will be available to UK-based NGOs and voluntary organisations that are working with overseas partners to tackle the causes of poverty and deprivation and bring about a long-term difference in the lives of the most disadvantaged people.

The programme will support UK-based voluntary organisations and NGOs working in partnership with organisations in Africa, Asia (including the Pacific and Central Asian countries), the Middle East, Central and South America, the Caribbean and/or parts of Eastern Europe and the Balkans.

British Council’s Connecting Classrooms
The British Council is now, additionally, accepting applications from UK schools to its Connecting Classrooms scheme in both East Asia and Latin America as well as India and Sri Lanka. Connecting Classrooms is a global programme that creates partnerships between clusters of schools in the UK and others around the world. These partnerships bring an international dimension to young people’s learning, to improve their knowledge and understanding of other cultures and prepare them for life and work as global citizens. Grants are available to schools to support the development of partnerships and cover project-related costs. The deadline to work with partners in East Asia, India and Sri Lanka and Latin America is 29 October 2010. The deadline to work with partners in Sub-Saharan Africa is 4 February 2011.
(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 6/10/10)

Community Radio Fund
Community radio stations are not-for-profit stations with a social purpose, and work to involve the target community in running the service. This fund helps support the core costs of running a community radio station, eg management; administration; financial management and reporting; fundraising to support the station (grants and commercial funding); community outreach; and volunteer organisation and support. There is no limit to how much can be applied for and only community radio licensees are eligible to apply. The second funding round closes on 9 November.
(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 30/9/10)

Countryside Council for Wales – main grants programme
Expressions of Interest are now invited for the Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) Main Grants Programme. CCW provides grants of between £5,001 and £35,000, for up to 50 per cent of costs, to support organisations in Wales in a broad range of activities from gaining knowledge about biodiversity to delivering a healthy natural environment, and from ensuring that people have the opportunities to enjoy the outdoor world to sustainable economic development. CCW is looking for projects that develop, pilot and demonstrate, as well as delivering immediate benefits and will normally offer funding that helps projects start, or that creates capacity in organisations for development of initiatives. The deadline for Expressions of Interest for funding in 2011/12 is 22 October 2010.
(Source: Grantfinder Update Bulletin, 29/9/10)

Funding to Support Older People to Bring Positive Change to Their Communities (UK) 
Comic Relief is seeking applications through its Older People’s Programme. The aim of the programme is to support older people to bring positive change to their communities. The fund is open to a range of organisations including self-help and community groups, voluntary organisations, community interest companies and social enterprises who are targeting their work at older people aged 65 and over. Comic Relief are particularly keen to make sure their funding reaches those who have often missed out, such as older people from Black and Minority Ethnic communities, lesbians, gay men, bisexual or transgendered people and older men for example. The deadline for submitting your first-stage application is 17 December 2010. 

(Source: Grants Online Funding Newsletter, October 2010)  

Joint Welsh Assembly Government and Equality & Human Rights Commission Capacity Building Fund
This new small grants scheme has been established by the Welsh Assembly Government on a joint/matched funding basis with the Equality and Human Rights Commission, to support capacity development in the third sector in Wales. A total grant fund of £50,000 is available, with each payment limited to a maximum of £5,000 per organisation. The programme will consider applications from those wishing to work together in increasing awareness of equality and human rights issues. Proposals for initiatives which will strengthen the governance of organisations will be particularly welcome. Eligible project costs may include: staff costs (salaries and office overheads); volunteer costs (travel, lunch, expenses, training); operational/activity costs (equipment or venue hire, food, refreshments, childcare); and publicity costs (publicity material, information and websites). Third sector organisations located in Wales may apply. The deadline for receipt of applications is 17 December 2010.
(Source: Grantfinder Update Bulletin, 6/10/10)

Leverhulme Trust Study Abroad Studentships
The Leverhulme Trust’s Study Abroad Studentships programme supports an extended period of advanced study or research at a centre of learning in any overseas country with the exception of the USA. Basic annual maintenance grants of £17,000 are available, as well as additional allowances payable at the Trust’s discretion. Eligible applicants: must have been resident in the UK for at least five years at the time of application and must hold an undergraduate degree from a UK institution; should either be a student at the time of application or have been registered as a student within the last eight years; and should be able to demonstrate how their work would benefit from being conducted overseas rather than in the UK. The deadline for applications is 10 January 2011.

Lloyds TSB Foundation for England and Wales: New Criminal Justice Programme

The Lloyds TSB Foundation for England and Wales has launched a new issue-based funding scheme to support work that is improving the life choices and chances of people with mental illness in the criminal justice system. Revenue grants only, for up to three years, will be available to registered charities working alongside statutory services in England and/or Wales, and the Foundation is specifically interested in activities that: are new or innovative and push existing boundaries; will extend or replicate an existing and proven model of working; will improve joined-up working with statutory agencies to deliver better services. The Foundation recognises that the application timetable is tight. The guidelines are available from here. There is a two-stage application process. Initial expressions of interest are required by 3 November 2010. 

(Source: fundinginformation.org, 6/10/10)

Launch of the 2011 International Women’s Day Grant for Wales


The 2011 theme is ‘A Celebration of Women’s Achievements in the Last 100 Years’. Applications should reflect this theme. A total grant fund of £30,000 is available and each payment will be limited to £2,500. Funding events should highlight issues and concerns relating to women and represent the diverse needs of women in Wales. The Welsh Assembly Government will favour not-for-profit organisations that establish a partnership to organise events together which promote IWD. The deadline for receipt of applications is 17 December 2010. Further details are available from Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Division, Welsh Assembly Government, tel 029 2082 6828, email edidmailbox@wales.gsi.gov.uk.   

Splash – the Water Recreation Challenge Fund for Wales 

The Welsh Assembly Government is offering up to 100% grants to projects (large and small) which help people to enjoy the waters of Wales. Minimum grant is £5,000. The emphasis will be on supporting new capital and other works improving bank-side facilities, signage, off road parking, etc. This can also include facilities designed to meet the needs of disabled people. All projects should help promote sustainable and responsible access. 
(Source: CCW External Funding Newsletter, 5/10/10)

Tidy Towns funding
For larger town projects for grant funding between £1,000 and £1,500 contact Hywel Dodd at BTCV on 01978 261538 or 07764 655717, email hywel.dodd@btcv.org.uk. Small scale clean ups for grant funding of up to £1,000 contact Judith Wright at Keep Wales Tidy on 07717 495188 or email Judith.wright@keepwalestidy.org. 

The Tree Council
The Tree Council’s Tree Futures Project offers help for tree planting. Any school or community group within the UK that is planning a project that actively involves children under 16 is encouraged to draw on the fund to plant trees and make a greener future. The Tree Council’s National Tree Week is the focus for these projects. The Council is able to fund projects between £100 and £700 and successful applicants will receive up to 75 per cent towards their planting costs. For further details please visit www.treecouncil.org.uk/?q=grants. 
Grants still available for WWII Veterans in Wales

Second World War veterans and their widows in Wales can still apply for a Big Lottery Fund grant to make commemorative trips back to places across the world where they served. Lottery grants of up to £5,500 (depending on the number of people taking part and the destination) are available for travel and accommodation costs for veterans or their widows, along with spouses or carers. 

So far the scheme has been a great success. To date, over £300,000 has been awarded across Wales, with more than 190 grants made to enable people to go on the commemorative trips. Veterans have used the grants to return to places including Italy, France, Greece, Holland, Germany, USA, the Far East and Australia, as well as to make trips within the UK. The Heroes Return 2 scheme closes on 31 January 2011. 
Details about the scheme and how to apply are available by calling 0845 00 00 121 or visiting www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/heroesreturn 

Wallace & Gromit’s Children’s Foundation
The Wallace & Gromit’s Children’s Foundation raises money to improve the quality of life for children in hospitals and hospices throughout the UK. Grants are available for projects which are not directly funded by the NHS and enrich and enhance the lives of patients in hospitals and hospices in regional centres across the country. Applications are welcomed from registered charities in the UK and preference will be given to projects conceived by and in children’s hospitals and hospices. The deadline for applications is 3 December 2010. 

(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 11/10/10)

Awards
Cast your vote in the Network Wales Awards 2010

Since 2008, the Network Wales Awards have been honouring the cream of Wales’ voluntary organisations – and this year, they’re bigger and better than ever.

The 2010 NWAs, again supported by Class Telecommunications, see the introduction of a brand new nomination category – the Health, social care and wellbeing award, given to the group that has best taken a new approach in healthcare or has seen positive outcomes thanks to creative partnership working. If you know a group that fits the bill, this could be its chance to shine.

But, of course, all the usual categories return. These are:

· The Class award for best communications – for the group with the most effective or innovative way of communicating its message.

· The Green award – for the organisation with the most innovative method of reducing its carbon footprint, or the group that has made the greatest strides in becoming sustainable.

· The Most admired organisation – given to the group most admired for the causes it represents and the work it does.

Remember, your vote could lead your favourite third sector organisation to be heralded at the Network Wales Awards ceremony, held at WCVA’s annual conference dinner on 2 December in Cardiff. To view the nomination form, and the rules of the scheme, click here. All entries must be received by 21 October, so get your votes in now!

Ashden Awards
The 2011 Ashden Awards are inviting applications from businesses, local authorities and charities based anywhere in the UK. There will be six UK Awards in total, the overall winner will get £20,000 and the other five will get £10,000 each. The emphasis will be on the benefits that sustainable energy brings rather than the technology used. The six Awards will be shared across the following: businesses; public sector organisations; construction sector; not-for-profit groups; schools; organisations promoting behavioural change. Entries can be made for the entire work of the organisation or a specific part of the work. Projects must involve the delivery of sustainable energy at a local level and scale. The deadline for entry is 26 October. Visit www.ashdenawards.org/uk_apply. 
(Source: Latest Awards News, 1/10/10)

BBC Sports Unsung Hero Award
The BBC Sports Unsung Hero 2010 Awards are now inviting nominations. The Award is designed to pay tribute to those who help others to take part in sport in the UK. It features people of all ages and from all walks of life involved in the running of sport at any level on a purely voluntary basis, without any financial reward. Initially, 15 winners will be picked from the nominations. Regional winners will each receive a regional BBC Sports Unsung Hero Award 2010 Trophy and the national winner will receive the national BBC Sports Unsung Hero Award 2010 Trophy. There are no cash alternatives and the award cannot be sold or transferred in any circumstances. Nominees must be individuals aged 16 and over (there is no upper age limit), and be living in the UK. Nominations for the 2010 Awards must be submitted by 29 October 2010.
(Source: Grantfinder Update Bulletin, 29/9/10)

e-Government National Awards announce deadline extension
Covering eleven categories, the e-Government National Awards recognise teams and organisations deploying excellence and technological innovation in the way they communicate and interact with citizens and businesses. The Awards are open to organisations in local and national Government, the NHS, education and the third sector. The new extended deadline for entry is 29 October 2010. For more info: www.e-governmentawards.co.uk/
(Source: Latest Awards News, 8/10/10)

Global Business Excellence Awards
Open to the private, public and third sectors, the Global Business Excellence Awards want to hear from dynamic organisations of any size that are delivering inspiring work. You do not need to be conducting business internationally to enter, many past winners trade in the UK only or in their respective country of operation. There are no rigid categories as the Award is a mark of business excellence so you are not competing directly against other organisations in the same category. The deadline for entries is 29 October. For more information visit www.gbeawards.com/. 
Rushlight Awards
The Rushlight Awards are a celebration and promotion of the leading organisations throughout UK and Ireland which have furthered environmental technology and innovation in the fields of: renewable energy; clean fuels; power generation; energy efficiency; ‘green’ products and services; water; waste; resource minimisation; environmental management; environmental monitoring and analysis. Entries are invited from all types of organisations which have pursued or developed either a specific technology or a process/ initiative that is having or will have a significantly beneficial impact on the environment. The Awards are open to all sizes of organisation in the public, private and voluntary sectors, research establishments and commercial enterprises which are located in the UK or Ireland or are owned by companies located there. All entries, the work/initiatives of which must have been carried out or completed during the period from 1 January 2007 to 31 July 2010, must be submitted by 31 October. For more info: www.rushlightawards.co.uk
(Source: Latest Awards News, 8/10/10)

Sustain Magazine Awards

The 2011 sustain magazine awards for sustainability, business and the built environment are officially open for entries. The Awards are designed to celebrate the high hopes and hard work, commitment and creativity, radicalism and rigour, inspiration and perspiration of all those achieving distinction and success in the field of sustainability. There are three categories of award: property and the built environment; trade and industry; and business and society. Entry packs are available from events@sustainmagazine.com. Further details are available from www.sustainmagazine.com/pages/eshot-basic.html. 

Tidy Wales Awards
The Tidy Wales Awards are now open for entries. Groups and individuals are able to apply for one of the following categories: river improvement; beach improvement; long term effort; action against flytipping; biodiversity enhancement; public sector; business; woodland improvement; community group; Best Tidy Wales Week Event; Wales’s best unstaffed station; Wales’s best staffed station; school. To enter Tidy Wales Awards 2010 please visit our website www.keepwalestidy.org/events/tidy-wales-awards. If you have any queries please contact 029 2072 6962. The closing date for receiving applications is 19 November 2010. 

Welsh Language in Healthcare Awards
Now in its eighth year, the Welsh Language in Healthcare Awards has opened to nominations, ahead of its 2011 funding round. The main aim of the programme is to improve Welsh language provision in healthcare, for both patients and the public. In total there are eight award categories open to nominations. Each category carries a cash prize, ranging from £500 to £1,000, to be used to promote the Welsh language. Nominations are accepted from groups, teams, departments or organisations from the NHS and related establishments, including primary care teams and volunteer groups. Higher and further education institutes and local authorities may also be eligible. The deadline for nominations is 25 February 2011.
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Ways to save cash 

Don’t forget to look at our range of money-saving affinity schemes for WCVA members – save on energy bills with Utility Aid, promotional merchandise with Recognition Express and much more besides. http://tinyurl.com/yf25g6u
Have yourselves a merry little Christmas… by selling your festive greetings cards on 3to3!

Christmas will be here before you know it, and that can only mean one thing – Christmas cards. If your group creates its own cards to sell, you might find you have trouble getting them noticed among the cavalcade of cards available at this time of year. That’s where 3to3.org.uk can do you a favour.

3to3 is the online marketplace for the third sector in Wales, where groups sell all manner of goods and services (and keep all the profit to themselves). That means it’s the ideal place to sell those all-important charity Christmas cards and spread your group’s message into the bargain. (Oh, and earn a little money for your cause, of course.) 3to3 offers a wide range of unique Christmas gifts, so shouldn’t your unique Christmas cards be there as well?

And more and more people are visiting 3to3 each day, so there’s never been a better time to register with us and get selling.

To start selling your cards – and anything else you fancy! – just visit 3to3.org.uk. Don’t miss out on the chance to make a merry Christmas just that little bit merrier.

Participation Cymru Newsletter

Would you like to receive free monthly updates on what’s happening in the field of participation and citizen engagement? Then the Participation Cymru newsletter is for you! It includes lots of useful information on policy, practice, advice, support and training. It also contains the latest news on our services, as well as work that other organisations are doing. Click here to see the latest edition, or go to www.participationcymru.org.uk/info/newsletter/sign-up to sign up to our mailing list.

ABCD Cymru wish to appoint new trustees
ABCD Cymru is an all-Wales charity, which works with Black and Minority Ethnic disabled children and young people (0 – 25 years). We seek dynamic and enthusiastic individuals to join ABCD Cymru’s Board of Trustees who have time and energy to contribute, particularly in the following areas: finance, governance, children and young people’s services, advocacy, strategic planning, health, social care, and SEN, amongst others. Trustees meet quarterly. In order to register your interest, or for further information, please call 029 2025 0055, email info@ABCDCymryu.org.uk. 
A breath of fresh air - Charity Commission urges charities to do more to attract young trustees  

Just 0.5 per cent of all trustees in England and Wales are aged between 18 and 24. New research suggests that few young people know about charity trusteeship, and that charities are not doing enough to think creatively about how to attract them to the role. As a result the vast majority of charities are missing out on the energy, enthusiasm and fresh perspective that young people can bring to charity trustee boards. It also means that many young people do not have the chance to experience a role that, as one young trustee interviewed pointed out, can lead to a sense of achievement, new friendships and enhanced job applications. The findings are published by the Charity Commission in a new report on young people’s attitudes towards and experiences of trusteeship - A Breath of Fresh Air: young people as charity trustees. The research provides insight into the experiences of young trustees, as well as young volunteers’ attitudes to and awareness of trusteeship. For further information on trusteeship, including trustees’ stories and details of how to become a trustee, visit www.trusteesweek.org.uk.  
Financing the future: a study of older people's finances

Financing the future is Consumer Focus Wales’s latest report in their ‘Consumer Finances in Wales’ series and focuses on the financial circumstances of older people in Wales and how this differs from other age groups. It explores levels of income, borrowing and over-indebtedness and examines how older people are managing financially with the recent economic downturn. The research provides a timely insight into the financial circumstances of older people and highlights a worrying potential for increasing levels of over-indebtedness and poverty among the older population in future years. The report includes a number of policy recommendations to government, banks, advice providers and energy companies.  

Nationally recognised qualification in children and young people's advocacy 
There is now a nationally recognised accredited advocacy qualification underpinned by National Occupational Standards. The tutor and self study pack for the training module to gain a Level 3 Certificate in Independent Advocacy with Children and Young People has been formally approved by City & Guilds. This was funded by the WAG and the National CAMHS Support Service (NCSS). The module has been developed by a range of advocates from a number of advocacy providers from across Wales and England. 
The qualification was piloted with advocates with varied experiences, including children and young people who had been involved in peer advocacy, to ensure it is of a high quality and relevant to all. It is a competency based qualification that is suitable for people who work in the sector. Assessment is in the form of observational interviews and completion of a portfolio. 

Discussions are now being held regarding the possibility of registering qualified advocates. Initial discussions seem positive. A key criterion for registration will be that advocates have achieved the Level 3 Certificate in Independent Advocacy with Children and Young People. Copies will be available to download from the Welsh Assembly Government and City & Guilds websites and hard copies will be available from the Advocacy Unit on request. If you are an advocate or an advocacy provider for children and young people then please be aware of this new qualification and consider the benefits of achieving this accreditation.

If you are a commissioner of advocacy for children and young people then please consider if it would be of benefit for the advocates you commission to have completed this qualification, and the assurance you would have of a high quality service for the children and young people you represent.

 

For more information please see the attached clip: http://www.youtube.com/welshgovernment#p/u/2/7mLoxAGLxoI or email advocacyinformation@wales.gsi.gov.uk. 

Tax-effective giving calculators
The Institute of Fundraising has an ongoing campaign to raise awareness and promote tax-effective giving. As part of this campaign a series of online calculators have been devised that will allow users to make the most of donations to their organisation. To see how it works click here.

(Source: Institute of Fundraising Cymru e-briefing, Sept 10)
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Sustainable Social Enterprises

Social Enterprises are a vital part of a sustainable economy in both a monetary and non-monetary sense. This course is suitable for anyone working with communities or adult and community learning groups wishing to establish a social enterprise that is sustainable not only for local communities but also on a regional level. We will explore practical activities from a variety of cultures implementing successful and not-so successful social enterprises. 

· What makes a 'sustainable' social enterprise? 

· How do social enterprises sustain local people, families and communities? 

· Are sustainable social enterprises more beneficial to local communities than the commercially, market driven and monetary based enterprise or economy? 

· How do social enterprises sustain local culture? 

Lunch, refreshments and course notes provided 

28 - 29 October (North Wales)
16 - 17 December (Mid Wales)
Details of venues to be confirmed at time of booking course 
Times: 9.30am - 4.00pm each day 

Refer to website or email for costs

Telephone: +44 (0) 7766 194 563
Email: mail@SymbioticSustainableSystems.com 
www.symbioticsustainablesystems.com
Community action for climate change network

22-23 November 2010, The Pavilion, Llangollen
The event is to celebrate the community action already taking place in Wales and the announcement of the Wales Green List for 2010. The event will be of interest for people who are involved in community action, who are able to offer support to groups, or those who are interested in taking action locally. 

Day 1 includes:

Inspirational speakers such as Jay Griffiths (author) and George Marshall founder (of the Climate Outreach and Information Network) and artists with commentary on climate change and sustainable development.

Evening of Day 1:

Environment Minister Jane Davidson will host the evening reception where we will announce the winners of the Wales Green List 2010.

Day 2 includes:

Launch of the innovative work on timebanking by Edgar Cahn, founder of Time Banks USA. Speakers from organisations signed up to the Assembly Government’s Sustainable Development Charter to share their experiences and ideas. Sharing digital stories from community groups.

To book your place

Register on our website: www.walescarbonfootprint.gov.uk
Email: climate-change@wales.gsi.gov.uk
Phone: 02920 825157

Climate Change for Non-Greens Conference CD
After holding a successful and well attended Annual Conference in Llandudno, WCVA has produced a conference CD showcasing the presentations. To obtain your free copy please ring the Helpdesk on 0800 2888 329 or email help@wcva.org.uk.
Return to green news
Training
Introduction to sustainable development training course
WCVA's new training programme includes a course on the subject of SD for the first time.  It has been developed in conjunction with WCVA and is being run by Cynnal Cymru. Cynnal Cymru is an independent, not-for-profit organisation that promotes sustainable development and provides practical information to help people live sustainably. The course description is available on the training page of WCVA's website.
Return to green news
News and Policy
New WCVA Affinity Scheme - Can you save money and make a difference?

Before you start to work out how to reduce CO2 usage, first find out if your current energy bill bares any resemblance to what you actually used.
65 per cent of charities pay annually on estimated billing

15 per cent of charities are on the wrong profile

5 per cent of charities pay the wrong bill or indeed getting no bill at all

Utility Aid will help you understand your actual energy usage, check exactly what you are paying for, and then advise on how to really make a difference both to you and the planet, all whilst also offering a pathway into the realms of the wholesale energy market.

WCVA has signed an agreement with Utility Aid to promote their services to our members. As energy brokers to the SCVO, CFDG, Charity Buying Group and more, Utility Aid has worked in the not-for-profit sector for over the last ten years reducing bills, controlling costs and helping our clients on the way to making a difference. They are a bespoke organisation designed to work at your pace to talk in your language. What is even more remarkable, as a charity, you are eligible for a free, no obligation energy audit to start you on your way. So call Lotte on 0808 178 8170 (free phone) or visit www.utility-aid.co.uk.
Publication of the Climate Change Strategy

The Welsh Assembly Government has set out how it will manage its programme against climate change to achieve its ambition of a 3 per cent year on year reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. The strategy, which is the first of its kind in the UK, highlights that the Welsh approach to tackling climate change will focus not only on reducing carbon emissions but also on helping the country adapt to the inevitable changes to the climate. It is accompanied by two delivery plans that set out how the strategy’s targets, aspirations will be achieved and who will be involved in their delivery. It identifies a number of areas in which the Assembly Government will focus its action. These include:

· A comprehensive approach to behaviour change. 

· The consideration of climate change in all the Assembly Government’s decision making. 

· Delivering increased energy efficiency, making low carbon transport a reality and building the skills to ensure that Wales makes the most of the opportunities associated with a low carbon economy.  

· Ensuring that our approach to research and development, technology and skills helps Wales to gain maximum benefit from climate change business and research. 

· Creating a framework to help us adapt to climate change. 

· Using land use and spatial planning to help us move towards a low carbon economy. 

The strategy commits the Welsh Assembly Government to achieving at least a 40 per cent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions in Wales by 2020 against a 1990 baseline.

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/environmentandcountryside/2010/101007ccstrategy/?lang=en.
Tidy Wales Week

Environment Minister, Jane Davidson AM has launched Tidy Wales Week with a clean-up of the Dock Feeder behind Cardiff Castle in Bute Park. Organisers, Keep Wales Tidy, is predicting that this year’s nationwide clean up of littered black spots will have been the biggest yet. From 20 to 26 September under the banner of ‘Tidy Wales Week’ it is hoped that over 50,000 volunteers will have joined the battle to make Wales a cleaner country. Litter-picks were arranged throughout Wales during the week, with the county of Cardiff having registered the most events to date with over 100 activities planned. 
Wales' recycling reaches 44 per cent
Wales now recycles or composts 44 per cent of its municipal waste, according to figures released today. The report – which covers the period 1 April to 30 June 2010 – shows an increase on the same period last year, when we recycled or composted 41 per cent. In addition, the overall amount of municipal waste we produce has fallen (from 427 thousand tonnes during April to June last year to 413 thousand tonnes in the same period this year), while the amount of residual household waste produced per person has fallen from 77 kg to 71 kg. Environment Minister Jane Davidson has welcomed the report, saying that ‘recycling rates continue to go in the right direction.’ She has cautioned against over-optimism, however, stating that ‘recycling rates tell only part of the story.’

New Climate Change Commission Chair named
Environment Minister, Jane Davidson has announced the appointment of the first independent Chair to the Climate Change Commission for Wales. Peter Davies is the current Chair of the Sustainable Development Commission for Wales, which is being wound down by the UK Government. Peter will take up his position as Chair to Climate Change Commission for Wales in October. The Climate Change Commission for Wales was established by the Welsh Assembly Government in 2007 and has until now been chaired by the Environment Minister. The appointment of an independent chair is to help establish its position as an independent advisory body, capable of creating cross-party and cross-sector consensus on climate change.

New figures show a more sustainable Wales

Air quality, recycling rates and green house gas emissions have all improved in Wales over the last year, according to new figures. The latest sustainable development figures show that Wales has made clear improvements in 17 of the 44 areas measured by sustainable development indicators. The figures also reveal that Wales’ performance in 22 of the indicators has shown little or no change. These figures come after the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs publication of the ‘Measuring progress: sustainable development indicators 2010’. This brings together a range of economic, social and environmental indicators to provide a statistical overview of the country’s progress on sustainable development.
Community Centres Challenge Climate Change
Pontrobert Community Centre near Llanfair Caereinion, Powys, Bridges Community Centre in Monmouth and Bloomfield Community Centre in Narberth, Pembrokeshire are taking part in the Welsh Assembly Government’s Climate Change Challenge 2010. Over the next year, the three centres will be competing to find innovative and fun ways to cut their carbon footprint. The Challenge aims to demonstrate that individuals and communities can have a positive impact on reducing Wales’ carbon footprint through their everyday actions. Environment Minister Jane Davidson visited Bloomfield Community Centre for the launch of the Challenge, where she met representatives from the three centres.

Community Green: Using local spaces to tackle inequality and improve health

The Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment have just published ‘Community Green: Using local spaces to tackle inequality and improve health.’ The document examines the impact of the quality of local green spaces on the health and wellbeing of people in six deprived and ethnically diverse areas. It shows that providing good quality local green space is an effective way to tackle inequality. It will be of interest to policymakers and those working in local government, social housing and the voluntary and community sector. Download the full publication at:  



" 
www.cabe.org.uk/publications/community-green

More Trees, More Good

The Woodland Trust are launching a new campaign ‘More Trees, More Good’, which aims to double the number of native woods and trees in the UK. The UK is one of the least wooded countries in Europe with only 4% native woodland cover. The target is to have twice as many native trees and woods for the sake of wildlife and people, to combat climate change and improve our environment. Research gathered over recent years has highlighted the countless essential benefits to people, wildlife and their environment that comes from planting trees. To maximise these, the UK needs to plant 20 million native trees per year. 
The Woodland Trust are calling on all sections of society to get involved, from farmers and communities, to schools and companies the woodland trust need to rally those who can plant trees with our help and inspire those who can contribute financially. A large range of organisations have already risen to the challenge including Sainsbury’s, the National Association of Local Councils, The Ministry of Defence and the Women’s Institute. The coalition government has also committed to a national tree planting campaign. Though ambitious, this aim is ultimately achievable – but only if we work together.

The Woodland Trust has free tree planting packs for community groups, schools and youth groups. For more information, visit MoreTreesMoreGood.org.uk or telephone 0845 293 5689. 
An Unexamined Truth

On 16 June 2010, the Baring Foundation hosted an event for independent funders to launch a new report called An Unexamined Truth. This report describes a pilot project that has supported non-environmental voluntary organisations to explore how the impacts of climate change will affect their primary charitable purpose. The approaches taken by the four groups of organisations that led the work will be of interest to all those in the voluntary sector, the independent funding community and in government that are interested in practical ways to widen the circle of organisations involved in action on climate change. 

Welsh third sector declaration on climate change
All types of organisations and groups in the third sector are encouraged to sign up to WCVA's climate change declaration as a way of making a public declaration about their commitment to tackling climate change - both through their internal practices and the work they do with people and communities across Wales. The declaration can be found on WCVA's climate change web page, alongside some useful 'where to go for help guidance' listing sources of help and support for taking action on climate change. 
Guardian 10:10 campaign – WCVA signs up
WCVA has now signed up to this Guardian climate change campaign; this new initiative shows that we can all act now - and achieve something. The idea is simple: by signing up, individuals and organisations commit to doing their best to cut their emissions by 10% by the end of 2010, precisely the sort of deep, quick cut the scientists say is needed. For more information visit: www.1010uk.org. 
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Funding
Climate Change poetry competition
Poetry - up to 40 lines on any aspect of climate change. It can be funny, sad, political, green, - non-green! It can be about the causes of climate change, the effects of climate change, and any measures you might take to combat climate change - so the scope is pretty wide.
Judges: Gillian Clarke and Menna Elfyn
For adults and children. English and Welsh
Prizes per language: adults £200, £50, £25; Children: £20, £10, £5
Entry fee:  Adults: £3 (4 for £10) Children: £1 (4 for £3)
Closing date: 30 November 2010
www.awelamantawe.co.uk/ arts and climate change  
info@awelamantawe.co.uk  

Free energy saving plugs

Grass Roots are working with British Gas, who are obligated to reduce carbon emissions emitted by households under a Government programme called Carbon Emissions Reduction Target (CERT). They are funding the scheme under this initiative which is governed by Ofgem.

1 million free lime energy saving plugs to people who are in receipt of benefits and/or are aged 70 and above. The plug is worth approximately £20 and is completely free to those who request one (including P&P). Plus for every unit that is requested they will make a 5p per plug donation to your charity. The lime energy saving plug operates with all conventional Infra Red remote controlled appliances such as TV’s, DVD players, stereos or games consoles etc. By using your existing remote control, the plug will automatically cut off the electricity to all your connected equipment rather than putting it on standby.

Rules:
Due to this being a Government led scheme, there are a few requirements:
 

· The person must request a unit (via web registration or Response Card) - they cannot be given away on mass. 

· The person must be in receipt of the qualifying criteria.  

· One unit only per household can be given away (donations can't be made for duplicates).  

Promotion:

Grass Roots are looking for charities who would like to promote this scheme to their members and supporters. Grass Roots will provide all relevant marketing material required to make the promotion as easy as possible.

If you are keen to take up this opportunity, please contact Kim Dunton on 01442 829442 or via email: kim.dunton@grg.com.   

For more information on CERT follow the link below.

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/consumers/saving_energy/cert/cert.aspx
BIG Lottery Community Wildlife Programme

Community Wildlife will fund projects that bring local people together to discover, enjoy or protect the wildlife in their local area. BIG have teamed up with the BBC Wildlife Fund’s Go Wild campaign to bring you the Community Wildlife programme. This new programme will fund projects that bring local people together to discover, enjoy or protect the wildlife in their local area. The programme will fund between £300 and £10,000 for projects that:

Improve rural or urban environments for people to enjoy, for example by:
· protecting wildlife habitats 

· creating a nature trail, woodland walk or wildlife garden for people to enjoy 

· improving natural community spaces, such as rivers, ponds and woodlands.

Get people more active and healthier, for example by:
· exploring parks, rivers and the countryside to look for rare or endangered species 

· encouraging people to take up gardening or go on nature walks 

· providing opportunities for children to learn about nature through play.

The deadline for applications is 24 November 2010.
If you are unsure of anything or would like further help, please call 0845 367 0610 or email general.enquiries@biglotteryfund.org.uk
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_community_wildlife.htm?regioncode=-uk
Naturesave Trust
The Naturesave Trust has announced that it will now provide start up 'seed corn' grants for community renewable energy projects. The Trust is keen to help communities, in particular, that do not have the initial start-up capital to undertake all the preliminary work to get to the planning stage, and most importantly, for the community to retain as much control as possible over the operating income once the project has been successful. Grants are available whatever type of renewable power generation the community is considering. Applications can be made at any time. 
If you would like to include anything in the next edition of ‘green news’ please contact Michael Delahunty at WCVA: mdelahunty@wcva.org.uk. 

Return to contents
JRF Publications
The following publications have been added to the JRF website.

Older people with high support needs
The Round-up summarises everything we've learnt so far about older people with high support needs and how they can live a better life.


Return to contents
Local Government ‘Green Book’ Issues
This is a new section in the e-briefing, which replaces the previous WLGA ‘Green Book’ subscription service that was provided by WLGA for organisations which use local government ‘Green Book’ terms and conditions. 

Advisory bulletin 569 is available on the following website.


Return to contents
Policy

Assembly news
Consultations
Assembly news
Cymorth grant arrangements for 2011-12

In April the Welsh Assembly Government set out their intention to bring together a number of existing grant funding streams including Cymorth and the Child and Family Organisation Grant to support an innovative, national programme of activity designed to give effect to their Child Poverty Strategy. In July, the Deputy Minister for Children, Huw Lewis AM, announced two Families First pioneer areas: one cluster led by Rhondda Cynon Taf including Blaenau Gwent and Merthyr Tydfil and the other led by Wrexham including Denbighshire and Flintshire. 

Based on the lessons learned from the pilot areas, the Deputy Minister for Children intends to introduce Families First across all local authorities from April 2012. At the same time a new Families First Fund, which will replace Cymorth, will be established to support locally led programmes of transformation to develop new approaches to working with families. 

There are no immediate plans to withdraw the funding currently provided by the Cymorth grant. However, as with other Assembly Government supported programmes, future funding remains the subject of wider budgetary discussions. Nonetheless, the redesign of Cymorth is integral to our plans for developing and promoting integration between services and a new focus on family support. Therefore, the Cymorth programme as it is currently delivered will end in March 2011 and transition arrangements will be put in place for 2011-12 to support the introduction of Families First.  
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Consultations

Inward investment in Wales
The Welsh Affairs Committee announces an inquiry on Inward investment in Wales. Call for evidence. During the late 1980s and much of the 1990s, Wales was successful in attracting inward investment, with the nation regularly gaining around 15% of the inward investment and associated jobs coming to the UK. However, in recent years, the environment for attracting investment has changed rapidly, and Wales has lost large portions of its foreign manufacturing employment and output. The Committee has agreed to undertake an inquiry into direct investment in Wales. The deadline for responses is 26 November 2010.

Inquiry into Welsh Participation in EU Research, Innovation and Lifelong Learning Programmes
The European and External Affairs Committee is undertaking an inquiry into Welsh participation in EU research, innovation and lifelong learning programmes for the period 2007-2013. We invite individuals, groups and organisations with an interest or expertise in this area to submit written evidence. There is a plethora of EU programmes available for the period 2007-2013 across a wide range of policy areas that Welsh organisations may be eligible to apply for. The inquiry will review participation of Welsh organisations in the three largest EU funding programmes outside of EU Structural Funds and Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), namely, the Framework Research Programme for Research & Development Seven (FP7); the Lifelong Learning Programmes; and the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP). In total these three ‘clusters’ of programmes (as there are sub-programmes within each of them) have a combined overall budget of approximately €60bn EU-wide for 2007-2013. The deadline for responses is 12 November 2010.

Implementation of the Children and Young People Act 2008 - Visits to Former Looked After Children in Detention
This consultation seeks views on draft regulations and statutory guidance to ensure that formerly looked after children in detention are visited by local authority social services. The purpose of the visit is to provide advice, support and assistance; to assess the child's need for services; and to plan for their release. The Regulations are being made under section 15 of the Children and Young Persons Act 2008 which amends section 23 of the Children Act 1989. Section 20 of the Children Act 1989 requires local authorities to provide accommodation for children in need in their area. Under these arrangements children can become ‘looked after’ by the local authority in which they normally live. The deadline for responses is 24 December 2010.
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Procurement through Value Wales
Value Wales is the Welsh Assembly Government initiative set up to help public sector organisations’ procurement with efficiency savings via approved suppliers. This initiative has been opened up to voluntary organisations. The companies and products listed below are not specifically endorsed by WCVA but members are eligible to take advantage of the deals on offer.

The complete Value Wales catalogue and prices are available through the Value Wales – Buy4Wales site at www.buy4wales.co.uk. If you experience problems accessing the Buy4Wales site please contact carla.lavender@wales.gsi.gov.uk. 

European Electronique - Value Wales Framework Supplier WFEPC/025/07

Sales enquiries

Telephone: 0845 345 8340 Welsh Public Sector Enquiry Centre (local rate call).

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
 valuewales@euroele.com
Value Wales (Procurement)’s principle services include advice, guidance and support on best practice. It also undertakes a role in negotiating all-Wales contracts in key areas and leads national initiatives where centralised co-ordination will deliver benefits.

European Electronique is an ‘Approved Value Wales Supplier’ and a successful privately owned company with 130 permanent members of staff.

European Electronique is a Vendor Independent IT & Solutions provider with over 20 years experience providing products and solutions to the Public Sector.

Vendor independent products available under the framework from European Electronique

Lot 1: PC & TFT

Lot 2: Laptop

Lot 3: PC & TFT All Inclusive – Delivery to Desk service

Lot 4: Handhelds & PDA's

Lot 5: Printers

Lot 6: Servers

Lot 7: Networking

Lot 8: Storage

Services available to public sector in Wales

· Framework pricing for leading Manufacturers that should reflect the lowest attainable purchase pricing for the Welsh public sector.

· Demonstration & Evaluation Equipment.

· Free on site consultancy and advice on request.

· Dedicated Account Management.

· Free Delivery.

· Retrospective rebate Scheme for purchases during the contract period.

· All public sector bodies within Wales are awarded a credit account (30 days Net monthly) with European Electronique and are able to place orders immediately for next day delivery (Stock allowing).

Contacts at European Electronique

Please use the following contact points at European Electronique in order that we may provide the fastest possible solution to your enquiry.

Sales enquiries

Telephone:
0845 345 8340 Welsh Public Sector Enquiry Centre (local rate call).

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
valuewales@euroele.com
Your dedicated Customer Relationship Manager is David Castle;

Telephone:
01865 883300

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
dave.castle@euroele.com
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Training
WCVA Trustee Conference
3-SET event
The Equality Act 2010
WCVA training
Other training
Don’t miss out on the third sector’s premiere trustee conference!

WCVA trustee conference 2010, 11 November, Cardiff Holiday Inn

Are you a trustee for a charity, or a member of staff who works with trustee boards? Then WCVA’s Trustee conference 2010 could play a pivotal role in planning for your group’s future.

This year’s Trustee conference, at the Holiday Inn, Cardiff, on 11 November 2010, offers a wide range of topics of interest to trustees. Graham Benfield, WCVA Chief Executive, will start the day with a round-up of key issues to emerge from the Comprehensive Spending Review, while later on Rhian Brace of Geldards will advise audience members on the implications for the third sector of the Equality Act 2010. 

Expect a diverse line-up of workshops too. Sara Burgess of Companies House will introduce attendees to the benefits of the Community Interest Company model, Gisele Davies of Geldards will take a look at the new Fit and Proper Person test and Maggie Bradley of Denbighshire Voluntary Services Council will speak on Managing volunteers – issues for trustees to consider. 

And not only will a great many other plenary sessions and workshops take place, the Trustee conference is also an invaluable opportunity for networking and exchanging ideas.

To book your place, click here for the programme and here for the booking form. Or call WCVA Helpdesk on 0800 2888 329, email eventsadmin@wcva.org.uk or visit www.wcva.org.uk.

Return to training
Delivering European-funded projects

WCVA’s third sector European team (3-SET) is holding an event in November to provide practical support and a networking opportunity to organisations delivering EU-funded projects or contracts.

The event, which is free to attend, is taking place at Cefn Lea Park in Newtown on Wednesday 17 November between 9.30am and 4.30pm.

WCVA’s 3-SET Officer Matthew Brown said: ‘We’re aiming to give delegates new practical skills that will help them improve how they deliver European-funded activities.

‘This will be through expert-led workshops in areas like measuring soft outcomes, organisation sustainability, managing risk and cross cutting themes.

‘We’re also going to facilitate an opportunity for delegates to develop new contacts and networks with other deliverers of EU-funded projects to help identify participant referral routes and complementary services.

‘It will be a practical and valuable event for any third sector organisation working on European funded projects or contracts.’

For more information and to register a place, contact the WCVA Helpdesk on 0800 2888 329 or email 3SET@wcva.org.uk.

Return to training
Diary Marker – The Equality Act 2010 – it’s potential to drive change

Tuesday 16 November – WCVA, Rhyl, North Wales
Thursday 18 November – Cardiff
The new landmark Equality Act came into force on 1 October. In response to the feedback we have received from stakeholders The Equality and Human Rights Commission along with WCVA are running two events in November for third sector organisations. 

The events will be an opportunity to learn about and discuss the new Equality Act, what it will mean in practice and how it can be used by third sector organisations as a lever for change. We will also use the sessions to look at the critical issue of Equality Impact Assessments (EIA). The Commission sees EIAs as a vital mechanism in ensuring the public spending cuts are made fairly. These events will be an opportunity to learn about EIAs and how third sector organisations can use them as a tool to ensure that the financial decisions taken by public sector leaders are transparent and take into account their impact on the people and groups you represent.

The Equality Act also represents an opportunity for the Welsh Assembly Government to set its own equality priorities through writing the Public Sector Equality Specific Duties. The Assembly Government is currently consulting on these specific duties and there will be an opportunity at these events to hear about, and input into what is being proposed. 

There is no charge for these events. If you are interested in attending these events email mandy.bain@equalityhumanrights.com or telephone 01248 360581. 
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WCVA training
Price bands (All prices are excluding VAT)
A WCVA members 

B Voluntary and community organisations 

C Others

Coaching and mentoring skills for managers
Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 November 2010, Morfa Hall, Rhyl
Trainer: Eileen Murphy

Duration: 2 days

Format: Training course

Aims: To develop your mentoring and coaching skills and confidence and enhance your ability to run an effective mentoring and coaching scheme.
This two day course will give you an overview of good practice in coaching and mentoring in the workplace and enable you to apply learning theory to your support programmes. The training methods will include presentation, small group work, discussion and practice, all supported by a course work book. This course will enable you to put your newly enhanced knowledge and skills into practice back in your organisation, project or community.
This course is for managers, and for those taking on a mentoring or coaching role in their organisation, project or community. 
 
You will need to commit to the full 2-day course.

Fees:

A £200

B £250

C £300 

LEAN and quality assurance – new
Tuesday 23 November 2010, Morfa Hall, Rhyl
Trainer: Alison Utting
Duration: ½ day 9.45am – 1pm
Format: Training course
Aims: To provide participants with an overview of LEAN methodology and other quality assurance tools and techniques that can be used to support an organisation making process improvements whilst still managing quality assurance.

As third sector organisations we are increasingly asked to deliver more with fewer resources, so ensuring we deliver consistently to quality standards saves time and effort and makes us better placed to deliver services. On this course participants will be introduced to the LEAN technique and a variety of tools & techniques that you can introduce into the work place to make improvements to the delivery of services with potential for efficiency savings within your organisation.

The course is for individuals from organisations who are responsible for providing efficient and quality service delivery.

Fees:

A   free**

B £80


C £95

How to tender
Wednesday 24 and Thursday 25 November 2010, Mudiad Ysgolion Meithrin, Aberystwyth
Trainer: WCVA staff


Duration: 2 days

Format: Training course
Aim: A practical, interactive two-day course for those new to tendering and those wanting to gain an insight into preparing winning tenders. 

· Understand the role of procurement and tendering in today’s funding climate
· Help you to assess your potential for tendering

· Take you step by step through the tendering process

· Allow you to practice your bid writing skills

· Provide an insight into what purchasers are looking for

It will provide a mix of presentations, practical group work and discussion. 

All participants receive a comprehensive pack of tools and resources to assist in their work. 

Fees:

Free**

A £150
B £200
C £300

**European 3-SET training 

These courses are delivered by the third sector European team project (3-SET), funded by the European Social Fund (ESF) and the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) of the Convergence and Regional Competitiveness and Employment Structural Funds programmes 2007-2013).  

3-SET training courses are free to attend for staff and volunteers of third sector organisations that can demonstrate they are involved in the development and/or delivery of European funded projects in Wales
Administering an event
Thursday 25 November 2010, Morfa Hall, Rhyl
Trainer: Wendy Gilbert

Duration: 1 day

Format: Training Course

Aims: To provide participants with the knowledge, skills and confidence to successfully set up, market and administer events.
This practical and interactive course will take participants through the complete process of event administration from the planning stages, ensuring smooth delivery on the day through to evaluating and reviewing the event.

Planning tools will be used to develop an actual event: considering the target audience; when to deliver and what to avoid; choosing the location ensuring it is accessible and inclusive; and how to market it successfully.
This course is for staff and volunteers who are new to or want to develop their skills for administering events.
Fees:

A £125

B £155 

C £185 

For more information email training@wcva.org.uk or telephone the WCVA helpdesk on 0800 2888 329. 
Return to training
Other training
NewLink Wales Training Courses

The courses scheduled to take place over the next couple of months include the following:

October

21
Legal Highs

25
Cultural Awareness for Substance Misuse Workers

26
Engaging Service Users

November

23 & 24
Solution Focused Brief Therapy Level Two – this course is free to workers based in Cardiff whose role brings them into contact with substance misusers.
December

1 & 2
Cognitive Behaviour Therapy Level Two – this course is free to workers based in Cardiff whose role brings them into contact with substance misusers.
9

Bereavement & Substance Misuse

9 & 10

Substance Misuse Awareness Level Two

Bursaries for these courses may be available. For further details on the individual courses, how to apply, or for more information on NewLink Wales’s training services, including in-house courses, or training towards qualifications, please contact Anne Williams on 029 2052 9002 or e-mail her at anne.williams@newlinkwales.org.uk.

Glo-Networks seminar & networking for charities in Wales
Tuesday 19 October 2010, Park House Club, Cardiff
Are you ready to respond? Is your organisation ready to do ‘more with less’?

Up to now small private sector businesses have seemingly shouldered the brunt of the recession and although the economy may be improving, public sector cuts are going to have a big impact on the private sector but the not-for-profit sector may well fare worse still. Many now believe that the recession is only just about to hit the third sector in earnest, and the brunt of this may well be borne by charities that rely on core funding. As contractors demand ‘more for less’, Patrick Nash will discuss how charities can use customer experience technology to deliver services and engage people online – thereby managing increasing demand for less cost and proving outcomes to feed back into the fundraising and tendering process. The seminar is free to attend. Further details are available from Adam Wilkinson, tel 01443 827647, email adam.wilkinson@connectassist.co.uk.  
Young Spice training

21 October 2010, Flintshire 4pm – 7pm

22 October 2010, Flintshire 9am – 1pm
Fun participation activities for under-11s delivered by Dynamix. The course is for those working in a participatory capacity with under-11s. 30 free places on each session. Places are allocated on a first come, first served basis. Further details are available from Sarah Mitchell, tel 01352 704115, email sarah.mitchell@flintshire.gov.uk. 

National Principles for Public Engagement in Wales - consultation events
Monday 25 October, Transport House, Cardiff

Thursday 28 October, Guildhall, Wrexham

Friday 29 October, Conwy Business Centre, Llandudno Junction

Monday 1 November, Ivy Bush, Carmarthen
In 2009 Participation Cymru hosted an open meeting to gauge opinion and views around principles or standards for public engagement. There was no consensus at the meeting as to whether broad principles or standards were more appropriate, but it was agreed by all involved that some form of national guidance was needed to ensure a consistency of approach. These results with recommendations were then published and submitted to the Welsh Assembly Government.

TPAS Cymru (Tenant Participation Advisory Service) and Participation Cymru have drafted an initial set of National Principles for Public Engagement in Wales for consideration, which we would like your opinion on at this series of free ½ day events across Wales. You can download a flyer, information sheet and booking form here. For further information and bookings, please contact: Amanda Oliver, TPAS Cymru, tel 029 2023 7303, email enquiries@tpascymru.org.uk. 
Equality and diversity and the Equality Act 2010 

28 October 2010, Cardiff 

Acas Wales are holding a half day conference covering the new Equality Act 2010 and how this will impact on your organisation. The half day event will cover the changes in Equality legislation together with the extension of tribunal recommendations. In this session we will show you how to get the best out of your employees by ensuring they are treated with dignity and respect at work. Along with the new Act will come a new Code of Practice and non-statutory guidance produced by the Equality and Human Rights Commission. Book your place on the half day’s conference on-line or alternatively phone the events team on 08457 38 37 36. 

Car is king – has the time come for abdication?  
Tuesday 2 November 2010, Theatre Foyer, Chapter Arts Centre, Cardiff
It is a commonly held assumption that the freedom to travel where we like, when we like, has liberated us socially and economically. Our towns, suburbs and countryside have, as a result, been re-shaped to accommodate mass car ownership. For the last fifty years the building of new roads has been seen as the way of bringing prosperity to deprived communities. But is this true? And can it continue? Limited space is available. Call 029 2066 0820 or email emmabrennan@iwa.org.uk to register. 

Tax-effective giving
Tuesday 16 November 2010, National Museum, Cardiff

Thursday 18 November 2010, AVOW, Wrexham
These workshops are provided by the Institute of Fundraising’s tax-effective giving experts and cover a wide range of means to increase your organisations income with minimal effort. The sessions will cover Gift Aid, Payroll Giving, Share Giving and Legacies in detail giving you the information and tools you’ll need in this increasingly difficult economic climate. For more information or to book one of only 25 available places click here. 
Disability Hate Crime Matters
Thursday 18 November 2010, Liberty Stadium, Swansea
A conference event delivered in partnership with South Wales Police and Disability Wales to raise awareness of disability related harassment and to consider multi-agency solutions and good practice to effectively address its causes. Further details are available from Disability Wales on 029 2088 7325 or email info@disabilitywales.org. 

Introduction to benefits for disabled children & their families
25 November 2010, Cardiff
The course will address issues for young people in transition ie when it is best for disabled children to come off their parents claim and claim in their own right and what benefits they could then claim. These courses are at an introductory level so it is designed to raise awareness of benefits for these client groups but would not include any calculations. Further details are available from Learning Disability Wales, tel 029 2068 1160, email training@learningdisabilitywales.org.uk. 
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End of e-briefing
Disclaimer
Inclusion of third party information in WCVA’s members' email briefing does not constitute an endorsement by WCVA. WCVA takes no responsibility for the quality of third party events, products or services featured in this briefing. Whilst every care is taken to provide accurate information, neither WCVA nor the editor undertakes any liability for any error or omission. If you wish to be deleted from this mailing list, please email help@wcva.org.uk.  
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