
[image: image1.jpg]



Wales Council for 
Voluntary Action
Issue date:
13 December 2010
Issue date: 13 December 2010
Contents
Are you looking for funding?
Contracts & tenders
Funding
General
Green news
JRF Publications
Local Government ‘Green Book’ Issues
Policy
Procurement through Value Wales 
Training

Return to contents
Are you looking for funding? 
If you are looking for funding for your organisation or project, WCVA can carry out a funding search for its members on Grantfinder. Contact the Helpdesk on 0800 2888 329, help@wcva.org.uk or complete a funding enquiry form online here. 
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Contracts & tenders
To promote your organisation to public sector purchasers and to get free email alerts of relevant tenders and contracts, register with Sell2Wales - www.sell2wales.co.uk. 
New opportunity to access Gateway funding

Organisations across Wales are being given a new opportunity to access funding from WCVA’s Engagement Gateway project. Voluntary organisations and charities that support out-of-work people could win a contract from the project, which is funding organisations to develop the skills and confidence of disadvantaged and economically inactive people.

To become eligible for Gateway contracts of between £25,000 and £150,000, organisations can join the project’s approved supplier list by submitting a pre qualification questionnaire (PQQ) by 2pm on 24 January 2011.

Organisations whose PQQ meets the assessment criteria will be able to tender for contracts from March 2011.

Briefing sessions on how to complete a PQQ will be run across Wales during November and December. For more information about the Gateway project and the dates of the PQQ briefing sessions, contact the WCVA Helpdesk on 0800 2888 329 or email help@wcva.org.uk.

Click here to download the pre qualification questionnaire and guidance notes.

Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: Wrexham County Borough Council

For the attention of: Jan Gilhooley, Wrexham County Borough Council, Housing Services, Ruthin Road, Wrexham LL13 7TU. Tel 01978 315524, email jan.gilhooley@wrexham.gov.uk. 

Object of the contract
Supply of ‘Doorstop’ – Supported Accommodation and Floating Support Scheme
Please note: This is a re-tendering opportunity and as such, Tenderers should be aware that the Transfer of Undertakings (Protection of Employment) Regulations 2006 (TUPE) may apply in respect of the successful bid.

Wrexham County Borough Council's Supporting People team is inviting tender submissions from suitably experienced organisations for a housing related support service to people with offending backgrounds who have substance misuse issues.

The scheme will have two distinct elements:
It will support, in a supported accommodation setting, six individuals, who are prison leavers with significant drug misuse issues and it will support via floating support, a further twelve individuals who have offended or who are at risk of offending and have drug and/or alcohol misuse issues.

Support will be offered for a period of up to two years and will aim to enable people to sustain settled accommodation and develop stable lifestyles. 

The contract will be for an initial period of three years with an option to extend by a further two years.
Instructions to suppliers
Interested providers should request a tender pack which will include a full description of the conditions of tender, the service required and the evaluation criteria. It will also contain documents to be completed, including a qualification questionnaire, a service questionnaire and an invitation to tender.

Reference number: SP-E4/5/9-SA/FS

Deadline date: 5 January 2011

Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: Merthyr CBC Commissioning and Contracting

For the attention of: Gareth Richards, Room 325, Ty-Kier-Hardie, Riverside Court, Merthyr Tydfil CF47 8XE. Tel 01685 725005, email Gareth.richards@merthyr.gov.uk.  

Object of the contract
Domiciliary Care Services 2011-14
Social Care

2 framework contracts of circa 600-800 hours per week are offered, with the option for cost & volume purchasing of hours above this level. The service involves providing a mixture of personal care, general domestic, night sitting and day sitting support to individuals in their own homes.

Extra Care

A block contract of 300 hours per week with the option for cost & volume purchasing of hours above this level. The service will deliver 24 hour cover within the facility which will become operational in November 2011. There is an expectation that the provider liaises with the provider of tenancy support services that will be commissioned at a later time.
Instructions to suppliers
The initial stage is a Pre-Qualification (PQQ) Stage designed to assess providers' suitability. PQQ submissions are required by Thursday 23 December 2010. 

Successful shortlisted applicants will then be issued with an Invitation to Tender (ITT) in January 2011. We expect to invite no more than 6 Providers to participate at the ITT stage.
A further shortlist of tenderers will be invited to attend for interview in March 2011 as part of the overall evaluation process.

Reference number: DC2011

Deadline date: 23 December 2010

Resources
Covering letter (47 Kb) 

PQQ guidance notes (45 Kb) 

PQQ Evaluation Criteria (47 Kb) 

PQQ Enclosures Checklist (36 Kb) 

PQQ questionnaire (890 Kb) 

Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: People 1st
For the attention of: Phil Raynsford, Second Floor, Armstrong House, 38 Market Square, Uxbridge UB8 1LH. Tel 01895 817000.

Object of the contract
WorldHost customer service – Bilingual Delivery
We are seeking excellent Trainers who can deliver bilingually (Welsh and English) to deliver the WorldHost customer service programme in Wales. People 1st have already recruited a cohort of trainers to deliver the programme. We require additional trainers able to deliver through the medium of Welsh as well as English. This is an opportunity for organisations and individuals to be accredited to deliver the new training programme across Wales. We are inviting interest from individuals and organisations interested in becoming recognised to deliver the new customer service programme.
Instructions to suppliers
Please send a full Curriculum Vitae, copy of your certificate for train the trainer or teaching certificate and a covering letter providing further information on why you feel you are qualified to become an accredited trainer and deliver the new customer service programme in Wales.

Reference number: 201110

Deadline date: 31 December 2010

Official name and address of contracting authority
Organisation: Gwynedd Council Skills and Employment Service

For the attention of: Nia Swann Bowden / Sioned Morgan, Council Offices, Shire Hall Street, Caernarfon LL55 1SH. Tel 01286 679774 / 01286 679628, email niaswannbowden@gwynedd.gov.uk / sionedmorgan@gwynedd.gov.uk, www.gwynedd.gov.uk. 

Details of the request for quote
Gwynedd’s Rural Development Plan – Strategic Innovation within Agriculture
An opportunity now exists to undertake a number of strategic innovation studies as part of the ‘Innovate’ project. We wish to issue a call for proposals, inviting interested parties to propose Strategic Innovation projects that have the potential to lead to the creation of sustainable ventures which will deliver significant sustainable wealth creation opportunities within the field of agriculture within rural Gwynedd. 

Each Strategic Innovation proposal should cover a novel but viable potential commercial agricultural opportunity. Each successful Strategic Innovation provider will be funded to enable a detailed examination of the issues that need to be addressed to enable commercialisation of the proposed idea; which may include market research, piloting and feasibility study stages to inform a comprehensive business plan. The work itself must be restricted to pre-commercial research and feasibility.

In addition to providing a suitable proposal for Strategic Innovation, the provider must also demonstrate their competence and capacity to undertake and deliver the market research, piloting and feasibility study or any other associated work outlined in their proposal.

Reference number: AR.STRAT.AM 01
Deadline date: 20 December 2010

Resources
English Invitation to Tender – Strategic Innovation: Agriculture (155 Kb) 

Welsh Invitation to Tender – Strategic Innovation: Agriculture (137 Kb) 

Annex A Treaty of Rome (Part 1) (1280 Kb) 

Annex A Treaty of Rome (Part 2) (999 Kb) 

Annex A Treaty of Rome (Part 3) (1326 Kb) 

Gwynedd Local Development Strategy (Welsh) (291 Kb) 

Gwynedd Local Development Strategy (English) (296 Kb) 
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Funding
Communities First Trust Fund - apply now before it’s too late!!!

Funding is still available via the Communities First Trust Fund 2010/2011. Grants can be awarded up to £5,000 for any type of activity that involves local people from a Communities First area! Your group can apply if you are a small community led organisation and are a not-for-profit group and the project provides some kind of social, cultural, economic or environmental benefit. Deadline for applications is Friday 31 January 2011. You cannot apply for the same/similar items or an identical project previously having received funding from the Trust Fund. For further information or an application pack contact Communities First Helpline on 0800 587 8898, email help@wcva.org.uk, www.wcva.org.uk. 
Academi launches the 2011 International Poetry Competition
Offering one of the largest money prizes for a poetry competition of its kind, this event encourages writers to submit their own poems, giving them a chance to get their unique writing style known. The first prize is £5,000; the second £500; the third £250 and five runners up will receive awards of £50. Entries are accepted from writers of any nationality and from any country, provided they are in English. The closing date for entries is 25 March 2011. 

(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 22/11/10)

Big Lottery Fund: Jubilee People’s Millions Competition

The Big Lottery Fund has launched a re-branded version of the People’s Millions Competition for 2011. The Jubilee People’s Millions will give communities throughout the UK the opportunity to win local public support and share in £3.6 million of Lottery funding, marking the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012. Grants of between £20,000 and £60,000 will be provided for projects that transform local environments and offer opportunities or facilities for people to take part and enjoy their local area. This will include initiatives focusing on buildings, amenities, public and green spaces and natural habitats. Voluntary and community groups, social enterprises, local authorities, schools and statutory health organisations are invited to apply. The deadline for entries is 4 February 2011.

(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 29/11/10)   
Community Asset Transfer Fund for Wales
The Big Lottery Fund and the Welsh Assembly Government have announced the third round of the Community Asset Transfer Fund, providing capital and revenue grants to support the transfer of assets from public sector organisations to community ownership. Through the Fund, a total of £13 million is being invested in communities, helping them transfer, develop, manage and sustain assets, such as land or buildings, thereby improving neighbourhoods and people’s livelihoods. Grants will be awarded up to the value of £800,000, including a combination of both capital and revenue costs. Revenue grants range from £50,000 to £300,000 and capital grants range from £250,000 to £500,000. Applications are welcome from cross-sector partnerships comprising at least one third sector organisation and one public sector organisation. The third sector organisation must be the lead applicant. The deadline for round three, stage one applications is 3 March 2011. 

(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 25/11/10)    
The Co-operative Loan Fund
The Co-operative Loan Fund aims to strengthen the size and scope of the co-operative sector through the provision of ethical, accessible loan finance. It exclusively lends to co-ops, and is entirely funded and run by co-ops, so unlike many conventional lenders it truly understands and actively supports democratically owned and controlled enterprises. It also reinvests its surpluses to continue its support. Loan applications are welcome from new and existing co-operatives that need between £5,000 - £75,000 of loan finance to: set up as a new co-operative; expand their size and scope; assist an employee buyout or company succession; purchase a property or business; purchase capital equipment or create working capital. Further details are available here. 
First Light Young Film Fund
First Light Movies provides funding to organisations to support film-making among young people aged between five and 19. Productions of any genre are eligible to receive funding (eg live action, animated fiction and creative documentaries). Young people are expected to play a lead role in all aspects of the production process. Organisations such as schools and local authorities are eligible to participate in the scheme. The deadline for applications is 11 January 2011. 

(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 3/12/10)
Global Curriculum Project Grants

Schools across the UK which have well-established partnerships with schools in eligible southern countries are invited to apply for Global Curriculum Project Grants. The initiative aims to enable well-established partnerships to further develop joint curricular activities with a global dimension. Grants can be applied for on a school-to-school or cluster-to-cluster basis. Funding of up to £6,200 is available for school-to-school partnerships and the maximum cluster-to-cluster grant available is £18,600. Partnerships between pre-schools, primary schools, middle schools, secondary schools, special schools and sixth-form colleges are eligible to apply to the programme. Successful applications are usually from schools that have been working together for at least two years. The deadline for applications is 1 March 2011. 

(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 26/11/10)
Awards
Awards for Young Musicians
The Awards for Young Musicians provides financial support to the UK’s most talented young musicians in the greatest financial need. Awards are made to help with the following: the purchase or hire of musical instruments and accessories; music lessons; weekend music schools; music courses; orchestra fees; travel. Grants of between £200 and £2,000 are available in support of exceptionally talented young instrumentalists aged five to 17 in the UK. The deadline for applications is 25 March 2011. Further details are available from www.a-y-m.org.uk 
(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 22/11/10)  

Business Charity Awards
The Business Charity Awards recognise the outstanding contribution made by businesses in the UK to good causes. Does your charity or business partner deserve an award for its charity work? To learn about the 14 categories, and how to enter, visit www.businesscharityawards.com. The closing date for entries is Thursday 27 January 2011. For more information, contact Kate Collins on 020 8267 8188, email kate.collins@businesscharityawards.com. 
The Charity Awards

The Charity Awards recognise and celebrate excellence in the leadership and management of charities. Highlighting charities' management achievements helps to spread good practice throughout the sector, and draws attention to the talent and expertise being brought to bear on voluntary activity in the UK. The Charity Awards are open to UK charities who are: registered with the Charity Commission in England and Wales; recognised by HMRC in Scotland or Northern Ireland or an exempt or excepted charity registered with HMRC in England and Wales. The closing date for entries is Friday 11 March 2011. Further details are available from here. 

Social Enterprise Awards
Organisations and individuals can now enter the Social Enterprise Awards, the nationwide competition that celebrates the work and achievements of the UK’s most inspiring and successful social enterprises. There are seven categories open for applications: Start Up Social Enterprise; Young Person’s Social Enterprise; Social Enterprise Leader; Social Enterprise Mark Holder; Social Enterprise Unsung Hero; Social Enterprise Partner and Social Enterprise of the Year. The deadline for entries is 18 January 2011. Further details are available here. 
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General
Media monitoring needed

WCVA is looking for an individual or organisation to provide its weekly press cuttings/ media monitoring service. Our previous provider monitored all national, regional and local newspapers in Wales, the Welsh language press including all Welsh language local publications (‘papurau bro’). We are looking to increase the monitoring reports to include online news and social networking services. Cuttings and reports will need to be delivered to us weekly in electronic form. If you are interested, please contact Lynne Reynolds, Communications Manager at lreynolds@wcva.org.uk or if you know of an individual or organisation who would be able to provide this service, please pass on to them.

50 per cent discount on Fundraising Standards Board membership – WCVA exclusive
From the 1 November 2010 the FRSB is offering WCVA members a 50 per cent discount on their first year’s annual FRSB membership fee. The application process is simple and you can apply in two ways:

· Online at www.frsb.org.uk/wcva or,

· By calling direct on 0845 402 5442 quoting reference WCVA Offer. 

For more details on the scheme visit www.frsb.org.uk or contact Simon Boex, FRSB Manager for Wales, on: 0845 026 8931 (mobile: 07875 718482), e-mail: simonb@frsb.org.uk or address: PO Box 564, Swansea SA8 9AG.
Acas model workplace
Acas has launched a new free online tool to help organisations identify and resolve problems at work. The Acas Model Workplace, www.acas.org.uk/modelworkplace helps employers assess the effectiveness of people management in their workplace. It offers practical guidance on maintaining good employment relations and directs employers to other useful resources to address or prevent potential problems. 

Appointment of Chair and Members of the Board of Governors

The University of Wales Institute, Cardiff is seeking to appoint a Chair and a number of independent governors to take office on 1 August 2011. At an important time for higher education UWIC invites applications for the positions of Chair and/or independent governor from outstanding candidates who are able to give a voluntary commitment of time and expertise to make a significant contribution to UWIC and higher education in Wales. The Chair, who is or will become a member of the Board of Governors, will be responsible for the leadership of the governing body and accountable to all of UWIC’s stakeholders. For an informal discussion please contact Richard Walters, Clerk to the Governors, on the number below. Application packs may be obtained from the Clerk to the Governors on 029 2041 6072 or from jmay@uwic.ac.uk. General information about UWIC is available from www.uwic.ac.uk. The closing date for applications is 17 December 2010.

UWIC is committed to Equality and Diversity and welcomes applications from all sections of the community.
From Vision to Action
The Independent Commission on Social Services’ report From Vision to Action has been published by the Commission. The report will be sent to all those who gave evidence to the Commission: this included some 40 third sector organisations.
Green Dragon programme to support social enterprises 
Social enterprises across parts of Wales are to benefit from a free programme that will establish environmental management systems and develop their businesses using the Green Dragon Environmental Standard. 

Groundwork, in partnership with the Wales Co-operative Centre’s Social Enterprise Support Project, has been awarded a contract to deliver Level 1 and Level 2 of the Green Dragon Environmental Standard to social enterprises across the convergence areas of Wales. The Green Dragon Environmental Standard is a stepped system comprising five Levels of achievement, which provides the framework to make cost savings, comply with legislation, improve environmental performance and increase competitiveness. 

This scheme is free to qualifying social enterprises and offers the benefits of financial savings and improved environmental performance. The Project is part-funded by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) through the European Union’s Convergence programme which is administered by the Welsh Assembly Government. Places on the programme are limited, so if you are a social enterprise interested in participating, please contact Alison Bedford, Environment Project Coordinator on 01978 757524, alison.bedford@groundwork.org.uk. For further information about Green Dragon please visit www.greendragonems.com. 

Mobilising communities handy guide
BTCV Cymru has produced a bi-lingual guide to mobilising communities. In the new pocket-sized publication BTCV explains how the practical element of its conservation work has countless positive knock-on effects including improved health, confidence and skills. BTCV empowers communities to come together and offers sustainable solutions. To obtain a copy of the report, written in both English and Welsh, please email information@btcv.org.uk or download a flip book version at www.btcv.org.  
People wanted for BBC Wales’ political panel
BBC Wales is seeking candidates for its People's Assembly. Sixty people are being sought for BBC Wales' People's Assembly to give opinion on politics ahead of a referendum on more powers for Wales and the Assembly election. The panel will be invited to give their views via BBC programmes on radio, TV and online. It comes ahead of the referendum on extra powers for the Welsh Assembly as well as the Assembly elections. Issues like tuition fees, spending cuts, the state of the roads or free prescriptions as well as the matter of allowing Wales more powers are all topics the co-ordinators of the People's Assembly/ Cynulliad y Bobol say they want to hear opinions on. They also say they want to hear from people who feel like they are not listened to by their assembly member or people who feel disillusioned with the Welsh Assembly. If you want to be in with a chance to be part of the People's Assembly/Cynulliad y Bobol, please ring BBC Wales' Audience Line on 03703 500 700 (0930-1930 weekdays) or e-mail: people.wales@bbc.co.uk and pobol.cymru@bbc.co.uk. 
UK National Parks launch accessibility guide
The UK’s National Parks have launched a ‘Guide to accessible activities in Britain’s National Parks’. It’s packed with ideas for anyone with limited mobility, including those needing access for pushchairs and wheelchairs or those whose legs aren’t as young as they used to be. The guide, produced by the UK Association of National Park Authorities, details some great accessible activities which can be enjoyed in Britain’s most beautiful countryside – the family of UK National Parks. Available in a number of different accessible formats the guide can be found on www.nationalparks.gov.uk/visiting/accessforall.htm. 
YWCA in Wales becomes Platform 51 Cymru

YWCA England and Wales will now be operating under a new name – Platform 51 Cymru: girls and women at heart. In England the organisation will operate under Platform 51. The organisation values will be changing too; to reflect the work they do with girls and women. If you would like to know more about the organisation, contact Linda Pritchard, Welsh Policy Officer, tel 029 2044 4077.
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Sustainable Social Enterprises

Social Enterprises are a vital part of a sustainable economy in both a monetary and non-monetary sense. This course is suitable for anyone working with communities or adult and community learning groups wishing to establish a social enterprise that is sustainable not only for local communities but also on a regional level. We will explore practical activities from a variety of cultures implementing successful and not-so successful social enterprises. 

· What makes a 'sustainable' social enterprise? 

· How do social enterprises sustain local people, families and communities? 

· Are sustainable social enterprises more beneficial to local communities than the commercially, market driven and monetary based enterprise or economy? 

· How do social enterprises sustain local culture? 

Lunch, refreshments and course notes provided 

16 - 17 December (Mid Wales)

Details of venues to be confirmed at time of booking course 
Times: 9.30am - 4.00pm 

Refer to website or email for costs

Telephone: +44 (0) 7766 194 563
Email: mail@SymbioticSustainableSystems.com 
www.symbioticsustainablesystems.com
Return to green news
Training
Introduction to sustainable development training course
WCVA's new training programme includes a course on the subject of SD for the first time.  It has been developed in conjunction with WCVA and is being run by Cynnal Cymru. Cynnal Cymru is an independent, not-for-profit organisation that promotes sustainable development and provides practical information to help people live sustainably. The course description is available on the training page of WCVA's website.
Return to green news
News and Policy
Read the latest newsletter from Cynnal Cymru – Sustain Wales
New WCVA Affinity Scheme - Can you save money and make a difference?

Before you start to work out how to reduce CO2 usage, first find out if your current energy bill bares any resemblance to what you actually used.
65 per cent of charities pay annually on estimated billing

15 per cent of charities are on the wrong profile

5 per cent of charities pay the wrong bill or indeed getting no bill at all

Utility Aid will help you understand your actual energy usage, check exactly what you are paying for, and then advise on how to really make a difference both to you and the planet, all whilst also offering a pathway into the realms of the wholesale energy market.

WCVA has signed an agreement with Utility Aid to promote their services to our members. As energy brokers to the SCVO, CFDG, Charity Buying Group and more, Utility Aid has worked in the not-for-profit sector for over the last ten years reducing bills, controlling costs and helping our clients on the way to making a difference. They are a bespoke organisation designed to work at your pace to talk in your language. What is even more remarkable, as a charity, you are eligible for a free, no obligation energy audit to start you on your way. So call Lotte on 0808 178 8170 (free phone) or visit www.utility-aid.co.uk.
Publication of the Climate Change Strategy

The Welsh Assembly Government has set out how it will manage its programme against climate change to achieve its ambition of a 3 per cent year on year reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. The strategy, which is the first of its kind in the UK, highlights that the Welsh approach to tackling climate change will focus not only on reducing carbon emissions but also on helping the country adapt to the inevitable changes to the climate. It is accompanied by two delivery plans that set out how the strategy’s targets, aspirations will be achieved and who will be involved in their delivery. It identifies a number of areas in which the Assembly Government will focus its action. These include:

· A comprehensive approach to behaviour change. 

· The consideration of climate change in all the Assembly Government’s decision making. 

· Delivering increased energy efficiency, making low carbon transport a reality and building the skills to ensure that Wales makes the most of the opportunities associated with a low carbon economy.  

· Ensuring that our approach to research and development, technology and skills helps Wales to gain maximum benefit from climate change business and research. 

· Creating a framework to help us adapt to climate change. 

· Using land use and spatial planning to help us move towards a low carbon economy. 

The strategy commits the Welsh Assembly Government to achieving at least a 40 per cent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions in Wales by 2020 against a 1990 baseline.

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/environmentandcountryside/2010/101007ccstrategy/?lang=en.
Too Good To Waste

With funding from Environment Wales, an important message ‘Buy re-use to combat climate change.’ has been printed on new T-shirts that are worn with pride by volunteers and staff of toogoodtowaste.  

It takes a lot of energy and natural resources to manufacture a new item – whether it is a piece of furniture, electrical item or garment. It therefore makes sense that we maximise the use of what we have and choose re-use whenever possible.  

Last year the Charity prevented over 16,000 items from going to landfill. ‘Most of the items donated are still in good condition, some are almost new. It is important we recognise the impact on the climate change when we choose re-use.’ said Lynda Davies CEO.   
Residents of Rhondda Cynon Taf, who make a donation and / or purchase items from local charity toogoodtowaste, are making a real difference to the environment whilst supporting local employment and volunteering.  

The Charity continues to work with a number of groups and organisations to help low income households as well as develop new ways of re-using existing items.

Toogoodtowaste is currently recruiting additional volunteers for the Board of Trustees; Marketing and Video/audio processing - to help raise awareness of re-use and recycling within Rhondda Cynon Taf.

For more information tel: 01443 680090 or www.toogoodtowaste.co.uk   

New figures show a more sustainable Wales

Air quality, recycling rates and green house gas emissions have all improved in Wales over the last year, according to new figures. The latest sustainable development figures show that Wales has made clear improvements in 17 of the 44 areas measured by sustainable development indicators. The figures also reveal that Wales’ performance in 22 of the indicators has shown little or no change. These figures come after the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs publication of the ‘Measuring progress: sustainable development indicators 2010’. This brings together a range of economic, social and environmental indicators to provide a statistical overview of the country’s progress on sustainable development.
Community Green: Using local spaces to tackle inequality and improve health

The Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment have just published ‘Community Green: Using local spaces to tackle inequality and improve health.’ The document examines the impact of the quality of local green spaces on the health and wellbeing of people in six deprived and ethnically diverse areas. It shows that providing good quality local green space is an effective way to tackle inequality. It will be of interest to policymakers and those working in local government, social housing and the voluntary and community sector. Download the full publication at:  



" 
www.cabe.org.uk/publications/community-green

More Trees, More Good

The Woodland Trust are launching a new campaign ‘More Trees, More Good’, which aims to double the number of native woods and trees in the UK. The UK is one of the least wooded countries in Europe with only 4% native woodland cover. The target is to have twice as many native trees and woods for the sake of wildlife and people, to combat climate change and improve our environment. Research gathered over recent years has highlighted the countless essential benefits to people, wildlife and their environment that comes from planting trees. To maximise these, the UK needs to plant 20 million native trees per year. 
The Woodland Trust are calling on all sections of society to get involved, from farmers and communities, to schools and companies the woodland trust need to rally those who can plant trees with our help and inspire those who can contribute financially. A large range of organisations have already risen to the challenge including Sainsbury’s, the National Association of Local Councils, The Ministry of Defence and the Women’s Institute. The coalition government has also committed to a national tree planting campaign. Though ambitious, this aim is ultimately achievable – but only if we work together.

The Woodland Trust has free tree planting packs for community groups, schools and youth groups. For more information, visit MoreTreesMoreGood.org.uk or telephone 0845 293 5689. 
An Unexamined Truth

On 16 June 2010, the Baring Foundation hosted an event for independent funders to launch a new report called An Unexamined Truth. This report describes a pilot project that has supported non-environmental voluntary organisations to explore how the impacts of climate change will affect their primary charitable purpose. The approaches taken by the four groups of organisations that led the work will be of interest to all those in the voluntary sector, the independent funding community and in government that are interested in practical ways to widen the circle of organisations involved in action on climate change. 

Welsh third sector declaration on climate change
All types of organisations and groups in the third sector are encouraged to sign up to WCVA's climate change declaration as a way of making a public declaration about their commitment to tackling climate change - both through their internal practices and the work they do with people and communities across Wales. The declaration can be found on WCVA's climate change web page, alongside some useful 'where to go for help guidance' listing sources of help and support for taking action on climate change. 
Guardian 10:10 campaign – WCVA signs up
WCVA has now signed up to this Guardian climate change campaign; this new initiative shows that we can all act now - and achieve something. The idea is simple: by signing up, individuals and organisations commit to doing their best to cut their emissions by 10% by the end of 2010, precisely the sort of deep, quick cut the scientists say is needed. For more information visit: www.1010uk.org. 
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Biffaward Pond Digging Fund - final round now open

The final round of the Biffaward Pond Digging Fund is now open to applications. The Pond Digging Fund aims to support pond creation for BAP species in England and Wales, and has been developed to support the Million Ponds Project. The aim of the Million Ponds Project is to create an extensive network of new ponds across the UK, and ultimately, to reverse a century of pond loss.

Phase 1 of the project runs from 2008 to 2012 and aims to create the first 5,000 clean water ponds in England and Wales. Around a quarter of the ponds will be targeted to support some of the pond species that are national priority for conservation action under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP). To contribute to the clean water pond target, a new pond needs:

· a clean water source;

· to be left to colonise naturally; and

· to be left to thrive without undue disturbance.

Alternatively, a pond can be created specifically for a pond-associated BAP species (as listed on the project website). These ponds should, as far as possible, also fulfil the three criteria above. Enquiry forms can be submitted at any time up to the final deadline of 23 December 2010. Following this, qualifying schemes will be asked to submit a full application in January 2011. Please click here for more details.
Sustain Magazine Awards

The 2011 sustain magazine awards for sustainability, business and the built environment are officially open for entries. The Awards are designed to celebrate the high hopes and hard work, commitment and creativity, radicalism and rigour, inspiration and perspiration of all those achieving distinction and success in the field of sustainability. There are three categories of award: property and the built environment; trade and industry; and business and society. Entry packs are available from events@sustainmagazine.com. Further details are available from www.sustainmagazine.com/pages/eshot-basic.html. 

Launch of the Glastir Woodland Creation Grant Scheme
The new Glastir Woodland Creation Scheme aims to help to fulfil the commitment to create more native and mixed woodland as set out in Woodlands for Wales, the Welsh Assembly Government's woodland strategy. It is a bespoke element of Glastir, Wales's new sustainable land management scheme and offers grants to landowners, especially farmers, to create new woodlands on their land.

There will be three types of grant available to all landowners in Wales - woodland establishment grants, fencing grants and woodland creation premium grants. The maximum amount available will be £10,000 per hectare over the 15 years of payments. Grants for fencing of £3.15 per metre are provided where required. The grants can support the costs of creating new woodlands as well as 'income foregone payments' for taking land out of agriculture. Any landowner in Wales may apply, regardless of whether they are a farmer or not. Applications may be submitted at any time. www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-6j2gxd. 

Free energy saving plugs

Grass Roots are working with British Gas, who are obligated to reduce carbon emissions emitted by households under a Government programme called Carbon Emissions Reduction Target (CERT). They are funding the scheme under this initiative which is governed by Ofgem.

1 million free lime energy saving plugs to people who are in receipt of benefits and/or are aged 70 and above. The plug is worth approximately £20 and is completely free to those who request one (including P&P). Plus for every unit that is requested they will make a 5p per plug donation to your charity. The lime energy saving plug operates with all conventional Infra Red remote controlled appliances such as TV’s, DVD players, stereos or games consoles etc. By using your existing remote control, the plug will automatically cut off the electricity to all your connected equipment rather than putting it on standby.

Rules:
Due to this being a Government led scheme, there are a few requirements:
 

· The person must request a unit (via web registration or Response Card) - they cannot be given away on mass. 

· The person must be in receipt of the qualifying criteria.  

· One unit only per household can be given away (donations can't be made for duplicates).  

Promotion:

Grass Roots are looking for charities who would like to promote this scheme to their members and supporters. Grass Roots will provide all relevant marketing material required to make the promotion as easy as possible.

If you are keen to take up this opportunity, please contact Kim Dunton on 01442 829442 or via email: kim.dunton@grg.com.   

For more information on CERT follow the link below.

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/consumers/saving_energy/cert/cert.aspx
As well as providing the energy saving plugs, Grass Roots are also providing shower widgets – www.waterwidget.co.uk/index.htm and home insulation - www.freecavitywall.co.uk/index.htm. 
Naturesave Trust
The Naturesave Trust has announced that it will now provide start up 'seed corn' grants for community renewable energy projects. The Trust is keen to help communities, in particular, that do not have the initial start-up capital to undertake all the preliminary work to get to the planning stage, and most importantly, for the community to retain as much control as possible over the operating income once the project has been successful. Grants are available whatever type of renewable power generation the community is considering. Applications can be made at any time. 
If you would like to include anything in the next edition of ‘green news’ please contact Jessica McQuade at WCVA: jmcquade@wcva.org.uk. 

Return to contents
JRF Publications
The following publications have been added to the JRF website.

Monitoring poverty and social exclusion 2010 
The annual report on the state of poverty and social exclusion in the United Kingdom from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation and the New Policy Institute.

Young people's charter on housing 
Young people's housing experiences, choices and aspirations. 

Young people and housing: the need for a new policy agenda 
A review of issues concerning young people and housing. 

Young people and housing in 2020: identifying key drivers for change
The housing challenges that will face young people in 2020 and the likely influences on their housing options.

A minimum income standard for rural households 
An extension of the work on a Minimum Income Standard (MIS) for the UK, exploring how needs and costs vary for rural households.

Between decent work and forced labour: examining the continuum of exploitation 
This paper was commissioned as part of JRF's programme on forced labour, which aims to influence the development of policy and practice to reduce forced labour in the UK.
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Local Government ‘Green Book’ Issues
This is a new section in the e-briefing, which replaces the previous WLGA ‘Green Book’ subscription service that was provided by WLGA for organisations which use local government ‘Green Book’ terms and conditions. 

Advisory bulletin 571 is available on the following website.
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Policy

WCVA news
Consultations
WCVA news
Regional policy event – regenerating communities in Wales
As we enter the New Year, WCVA will continue the regeneration theme in its regional policy events in January ‘Regenerating Wales – Beyond the Comprehensive Spending Review’.  The event will explore the way forward beyond Communities First, and discuss approaches to regeneration at the local and national level, alongside emerging opportunities to join up policies, programmes and networks as well as the scope for third sector organisations to collaborate and work in partnership to achieve maximum impact on communities as cuts bite. These events will be run in conjunction with Community Development Cymru and the newly established Centre for Regeneration Excellence in Wales. All delegates signed up to the events will receive the latest versions of CREW’s Regeneration Manifesto and the joint paper by CDC and WCVA ‘The Way Forward’ and the sessions will be another occasion for consultation and input from the sector on the shape of a third sector action plan for regeneration for the next decade. Further details are available from here.
Return to policy
Consultations

WCVA website survey
WCVA are planning to improve and develop our website to meet your needs and expectations. The answers you provide will help us develop the new site. The survey should take less than 5 minutes to complete and all the information you provide will be kept secure and totally confidential. The deadline for responses is 10 January 2011.

A Platform for the Future
In March 2010 an announcement was made that the Ministry of Justice would be bringing Her Majesty’s Courts Service (HMCS) and the Tribunals Service together, creating a single unified organisation. This consultation paper sets out the rationale for the creation of a new agency and explains what we believe the benefits will be. In seeking the views of the public on these benefits it also sets out what will remain the same following the creation of the agency. The deadline for responses is 25 February 2011.

Measuring national well-being
ONS is developing new measures of national well-being. The aim is that these new measures will cover the quality of life of people in the UK, environmental and sustainability issues, as well as the economic performance of the country.

To develop better measures of the nation’s well-being we want to consult with people, organisations and business across the UK as well as central and local government to ask what matters most in people’s lives and what is important for measuring the nation’s well-being. The deadline for responses is 15 April 2011.
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Procurement through Value Wales
Value Wales is the Welsh Assembly Government initiative set up to help public sector organisations’ procurement with efficiency savings via approved suppliers. This initiative has been opened up to voluntary organisations. The companies and products listed below are not specifically endorsed by WCVA but members are eligible to take advantage of the deals on offer.

The complete Value Wales catalogue and prices are available through the Value Wales – Buy4Wales site at www.buy4wales.co.uk. If you experience problems accessing the Buy4Wales site please contact carla.lavender@wales.gsi.gov.uk. 

European Electronique - Value Wales Framework Supplier WFEPC/025/07

Sales enquiries

Telephone: 0845 345 8340 Welsh Public Sector Enquiry Centre (local rate call).

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
 valuewales@euroele.com
Value Wales (Procurement)’s principle services include advice, guidance and support on best practice. It also undertakes a role in negotiating all-Wales contracts in key areas and leads national initiatives where centralised co-ordination will deliver benefits.

European Electronique is an ‘Approved Value Wales Supplier’ and a successful privately owned company with 130 permanent members of staff.

European Electronique is a Vendor Independent IT & Solutions provider with over 20 years experience providing products and solutions to the Public Sector.

Vendor independent products available under the framework from European Electronique

Lot 1: PC & TFT

Lot 2: Laptop

Lot 3: PC & TFT All Inclusive – Delivery to Desk service

Lot 4: Handhelds & PDA's

Lot 5: Printers

Lot 6: Servers

Lot 7: Networking

Lot 8: Storage

Services available to public sector in Wales

· Framework pricing for leading Manufacturers that should reflect the lowest attainable purchase pricing for the Welsh public sector.

· Demonstration & Evaluation Equipment.

· Free on site consultancy and advice on request.

· Dedicated Account Management.

· Free Delivery.

· Retrospective rebate Scheme for purchases during the contract period.

· All public sector bodies within Wales are awarded a credit account (30 days Net monthly) with European Electronique and are able to place orders immediately for next day delivery (Stock allowing).

Contacts at European Electronique

Please use the following contact points at European Electronique in order that we may provide the fastest possible solution to your enquiry.

Sales enquiries

Telephone:
0845 345 8340 Welsh Public Sector Enquiry Centre (local rate call).

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
valuewales@euroele.com
Your dedicated Customer Relationship Manager is David Castle;

Telephone:
01865 883300

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
dave.castle@euroele.com
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Training
WCVA training
Other training
WCVA training
Price bands (All prices are excluding VAT)
A WCVA members 

B Voluntary and community organisations 

C Others

Pricing your bid to win™

25 January 2011, Newport
26 January 2011, Rhyl
Boost your chances of winning public sector contracts by booking onto WCVA’s tendering master class – Pricing your bid to win™, in partnership with DHRinterim. Only a few places remain.
Attending this half-day skill-builder event will offer delegates a chance to learn:

· How the public sector deficit will impact on tender pricing.
· What a successful public sector pricing structure looks like.
· What factors influence pricing success.
· How to price your bid in the ‘age of austerity’.
· Gain a competitive advantage over your competitors.
The workshop is aimed at those individuals and front-line organisations for whom tendering is not new; those who have undertaken a level of tendering activity and have identified a need to increase their skills and capabilities. 

For more information or to book your place visit www.sustainablefundingcymru.org.uk/events or contact WCVA’s Helpdesk on 0800 2888 329 or help@wcva.org.uk. 

Spaces still available book now to avoid disappointment!!

Note-taking at participative events and consultations (half day)

Tuesday 11 January 2011, Baltic House, Cardiff

Trainer: Sarah Jones 
Duration:  ½ day (9:30 – 12:30) 
         Format: Training course 

Aims: To explore ways of recording the variety of data generated at participative events and consultations.
Who is this course for?

Administrative and frontline staff within public service and third sector organisations who are required to take notes and record data at participative events and consultations.

Fees:

A £65

B £80

C £95
Introduction to Welsh Politics
Tuesday 18 January 2011, Baltic House, Cardiff

Trainer: Michelle Matheron/Jen Bradbury 
Duration: ½ day 
Format: Workshop

Aims: To give participants the knowledge of how decisions are made within the political structures in Wales so they can improve the effectiveness of their political campaigning.

Who is this course for?

This introductory course is aimed at those working in voluntary and community organisations who want to influence decision making in Wales.  

Fees:

£10 (plus VAT)

Our Voices for Change Cymru project is supported by the Big Lottery Fund.  We are therefore able to offer this training at the subsidised rate of £25 + VAT per person per day’s training (£10 + VAT per person for ½ day’s training) for voluntary and community organisations operating in Wales.
Project Management in the Voluntary Sector
Tuesday 18, Wednesday 19 January, Tuesday 1, Wednesday 2 February and Tuesday 1 and Wednesday 2 March 2011, Baltic House, Cardiff 
Trainer:   Rebekah Sharpe/Angela Tillcock   Duration: 6 days
         Format: Training course

Aims: To provide those who run projects within their organisation with practical skills and knowledge so that they can deliver and demonstrate successful project outcomes.

Who is it for?

This course is for anybody who has responsibility for developing and running projects as part of their every day work.

You will need to commit to:

* Attending the full 6-day course

* Completing reflective diary entries during the course

* Completing the written assessments based on a real project at work

Fees:

A £745
B £865
C £995 

Fees include the costs of ILM registration and assessment fees 

Advanced facilitation    NEW 

Wednesday 19 January 2011, Science Park, Aberystwyth

Trainer: Sarah Jones


Duration: 1 day
         Format: Training course

Aims: To enable participants to enhance their existing facilitation skills and learn new techniques for facilitating groups.
Who is this course for?

This course is aimed at those who already have some experience of facilitating meetings and events with citizens, communities, colleagues and partnerships and who want to develop their skills and add new methods to their toolbox.

Fees:

A £125
B £155
C £185
Introduction to local government
Thursday 20 January 2011, Baltic House, Cardiff

Trainer: Michelle Matheron/Jen Bradbury 
Duration: ½ day
       Format: Workshop

Aims: To give participants an understanding of how local government works and what opportunities exist to engage with and influence decisions, policies and services.

Who is this course for? 

This is an introductory course aimed at people working in the third sector who need to engage with their local authorities.  

Fees:

£10 (plus VAT)
Our Voices for Change Cymru project is supported by the Big Lottery Fund.  We are therefore able to offer this training at the subsidised rate of £25 + VAT per person per day’s training (£10 + VAT per person for ½ day’s training) for voluntary and community organisations operating in Wales.
Coming soon - book now for February 2011

Using social media for successful campaigning
Tuesday 1 February 2011, Baltic House, Cardiff

Trainer: Louise Brown – NCVO

Duration: 1 day 
         Format: Training course
Fees:

£25 (plus VAT)

Engaging with seldom heard individuals and communities
Wednesday 2 February 2011, YMCA, Newport
Trainer: Alain Thomas

Duration:  1 day

         Format: Training course
Fees:

A £125
B £155
C £185

For more information email training@wcva.org.uk or telephone the WCVA helpdesk on 0800 2888 329. 
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Other training
‘Recognising Learning’
Wednesday, 15 December 2010, Glamorgan Archives, Leckwith, Cardiff
This project aims to give recognition for the diversity of adult learning that takes place across Wales. Adult Learning is wide in its definition and includes informal and formal learning or training. This may be through a voluntary organisation or in a library, museum or arts centre. It covers work based learning either as training sessions, working with a more experienced member of staff or formal learning to acquire new skills, either out of interest or to further your career or to gain employment. The Welsh Assembly Government has designed an adult learning framework called the Credit and Qualification Framework for Wales, which provides a mechanism to give recognition to take the learning forward into qualifications, if that is appropriate. This will give currency, value and quality endorsement to adult learning and for learners, employers and providers. This is advance notice of a series of seminars across Wales to make organisations aware of the development, how to become part of it and the advantages and challenges the new framework is generating. The project is being undertaken by NIACE Dysgu Cymru and is funded by Welsh Assembly Government through the Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills. Further information is available from Katy Burns, email katyburns@tiscali.co.uk.

Planning for renewables workshop
16 December 2010, St Peter’s Hall, Carmarthen
In a fast-changing landscape, Carmarthen Energy Agency (CEA) is organising a consultation workshop to discuss and inform the findings of a timely study they have commissioned on Planning for Renewables. As part of its RDP-funded Zero Carbon Communities project (a partnership with Menter Cwm Gwendraeth), CEA have commissioned leading planning consultants CDP Planning, who have expertise in renewables and an all-Wales presence, to carry out the study. The workshop will be of interest to community halls, community organisations, local authorities, developers, individuals and any others who are considering installing or developing renewable energy projects. Further details are available from Guto Owen, tel 01554 899846, email guowen@sirgar.gov.uk. 

Acas courses

Introduction to mediation
12 January 2011, Cardiff
Mediation – lasting solutions to workplace conflict. Understand what mediation is and how it can help you manage conflict in your organisation or team.

Managing Change
13 January 2011, Swansea
This one day course considers how an organisation needs to plan for change and the effects that change creates for the business and its employees.

The route to successful Employee Engagement
26 January 2011, Cardiff
Effective Employee Engagement results in employers and employees working together towards common goals. It is a practical way of strengthening your business’ productivity, innovation, turnover and improving attendance. In a challenging economic environment having employees who are engaged and prepared to ‘go the extra mile’ will invariably lead to strong and continued business performance.  
Summary of CVCDP courses - January - April 2011

Mental Health First Course (2 day course)
17 & 18 January, 16 & 17 February, 16 & 17 March, 4 & 5 April 2011, Cardiff
Equality Act – Disability   27 January, 3 March, 30 March 2011, Cardiff
Equality Act   4 March 2011, Cardiff
Youth Mental Health First Course (2 day course)   18 & 19 April 2011, Cardiff
Other Courses - Dates to be confirmed

Course Title:
Sexual Diversity
Course Title:
Deaf Equality
Course Title:
Disabilty Equality
Course Title:
Equality and Diversity
Course Title:
Religious Diversity
If you would like further information or you would like to book a place on any of the above courses, please contact Niccy at Cardiff and Vale Coalition of Disabled People who can provide the relevant information and send a booking form for you to complete. Email training@cvcdp.org, tel 029 2036 8888.
Citizens Advice Specialist Support

The following courses are running in Cardiff in 2011 and still have spaces available.

Money advice training programme – New for 2011!
Problem solving for debt cases

18 January

DROs in practice



3 February

Introduction to insolvency options 
8 February

Statutory demands



1 March

Introduction to debt advice
(2 days)
7 & 8 March

Welfare benefits training programme

Tax credits - the tricky bits


26 January

DLA and Attendance Allowance

16 February

All courses are CPD accredited. Complete the booking form at www.citizensadvice.org.uk/advisertraining where you can view the full training programme for England and Wales. For more information email adviser.training@citizensadvice.org.uk or ring 0113 224 5824.
Handling difficult contacts – helping you build strong customer relationships
2 February 2011, National Museum Wales, Cardiff

6 April 2011, Ramada Inn, Wrexham
The Fundraising Standards Board (FRSB) is delighted to announce that it will be hosting a series of training days throughout 2011 with The Samaritans. Called Handling Difficult Contacts, the aim of the programme is to provide organisations across the charity sector with the tools needed to effectively handle angry or emotional calls from members of the public. In addition, delegates will learn techniques that will help them to produce sensitive and appropriate responses to written complaints. To book a place contact Pete Meacham, Compliance Manager, tel 0207 655 4694, email petem@frsb.org.uk. 
Third annual Big Lunch
Sunday 5 June 2011
Led by the Eden Project, The Big Lunch is an initiative to celebrate neighbourliness across the UK by encouraging communities to come together for lunch once a year. Thousands of events have taken place and nearly a million people have participated each year since the campaign launched in 2009. From small intimate affairs, to full blown street parties with bouncy castles and hog roasts, Big Lunches have been held in all types of community around the UK. Whether you're new to The Big Lunch or a street party pro, be sure to visit the website which will be packed full of new information and resources for 2011. You can also have a chat with the team by calling 0845 850 8181 or emailing info@thebiglunch.com.
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End of e-briefing
Disclaimer
Inclusion of third party information in WCVA’s members' email briefing does not constitute an endorsement by WCVA. WCVA takes no responsibility for the quality of third party events, products or services featured in this briefing. Whilst every care is taken to provide accurate information, neither WCVA nor the editor undertakes any liability for any error or omission. If you wish to be deleted from this mailing list, please email help@wcva.org.uk.  
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