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Are you looking for funding? 
If you are looking for funding for your organisation or project, WCVA can carry out a funding search for its members on Grantfinder. Contact the Helpdesk on 0800 2888 329, help@wcva.org.uk or complete a funding enquiry form online here. 
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Contracts & tenders
To promote your organisation to public sector purchasers and to get free email alerts of relevant tenders and contracts, register with Sell2Wales - www.sell2wales.co.uk. 
Do you work with disadvantaged groups or economically inactive people?
Do you need funding to start a project? Or sustain a project? Or to try something new?
WCVA’s Engagement Gateway project is funding organisations to boost the skills and confidence of disadvantaged groups and economically inactive people and this is your last opportunity to become eligible to apply for funding.
How much funding is available?
We’re offering small contracts of up to £25,000 through to a maximum of £150,000. In return, we want you to work with the target groups, develop their confidence and skills and link the progress you make to a ‘next step’ like volunteering, training or employment. How you do that is up to you, as we take the view that you know your client groups best.

This is the last chance to apply?

Yes. To become eligible to apply for funding, you need to join our approved suppliers list by successfully completing a pre-qualification questionnaire (PQQ). Once you have done that, you’ll be able to apply for funding.
What’s the deadline?

You need to submit a PQQ by 2pm on Monday 24 January 2011.

When could I have funding in place by?

We will inform you whether your PQQ has been successful by March 2011. From then you will have the chance to apply for funding, and you could have funding confirmed as early as June.

How easy is this process?

There are already almost 300 organisations that have successfully submitted PQQs and are now accessing the funds. They are mostly voluntary organisations, both large and small, and located all over Wales.

To make life easier, we are holding briefing sessions in January to give you clear guidance on how to submit a successful PQQ.

· Rhyl: 11 January 2011

· Flintshire: 12 January 2011

· Torfaen: 14 January 2011

Why should we get involved?

You have nothing to lose by submitting a PQQ and this is your last chance. If you submit a successful PQQ, you will at least have the opportunity to apply for funding from this project between now and 2012.

We have failed before, so is it worth trying again?

There are many organisations that are on our approved supplier list thanks to a second attempt at the PQQ. Because this project has to abide by European procurement rules we’re not able to remind you if you’ve forgotten one of your supporting documents, haven’t signed the application form or have handed it in late.

So we’d urge you to have a second attempt if you previously didn’t succeed and remind you of some of the most common reasons for not getting on.

· Not signing the PQQ

· Using the wrong PQQ – the ILM and Engagement Gateway PQQs are different

· Not sending all the supporting documents required

· Not sending complete or final policy documents

· Not answering all the questions 

· Not providing evidence to support all groups and/or areas ticked on the PQQ

· Submitting the PQQ after the deadline

You can view a list of questions and answers about the PQQ process by clicking here.

Who can I contact about this?

Click here for contact details of our Gateway advisors and find your local one. They are your first point of call for any queries or support in getting involved in the project. Alternatively, email me at ejones@wcva.org.uk or ring me on 07872 912189. 

So what next?

You can download the PQQ and PQQ guidance by clicking here. If you’d like to book onto one of the PQQ briefing sessions in January, contact the WCVA Helpdesk on 0800 2888 329 or email help@wcva.org.uk.

And remember the deadline – 2pm on Monday 24 January 2011!
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Antigone
Antigone is the name of the grant making foundation set up by Martha Lane Fox, founder of the website lastminute.com and now the UK’s Digital Champion. It supports a small number of charities each year and seeks not only to fund them but also develop their relationships with government and other supporters. There is a particular interest in supporting start up or early stage charities, which must be working in the fields of education, healthcare or criminal justice. You should have an annual income of less than £500,000. Applications to Antigone are managed through a link with the fundraising website theBigGive.org.uk. To make an application you will need to provide your charity number or equivalent, and if you are not already registered, register with theBigGive. The application link is www.marthalanefox.com. The closing date is 31 January 2011. For further information you can email Lily Bygraves, Martha Lane Fox’s Executive Assistant at lily@marthalanefox.com. 

(Source: fundinginformation.org, 13/12/10)
Big Lottery Fund extends Heroes Return 2 Programme
The Big Lottery Fund has announced that it has extended its Heroes Return 2 Programme for a further 12 months. The programme’s extension will ensure Second World War veterans who are yet to take advantage of the funding will have more time to apply for grants to cover travel and accommodation expenses and enables them to make trips throughout 2011 back to places across the world where they served. They can also receive funding to take part in an official commemoration in the UK. Applicants can apply for a fixed amount of between £150 and £5,500, depending on the number of people taking part and the destination. A fixed amount of money will be available for each veteran and their spouse and/or carer towards the cost of their visit. The deadline for applications is 31 January 2012. 

(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 13/12/10)
Hilton in the Community Foundation 
Hilton in the Community (HCF) is committed to supporting those most in need to have a brighter future. The purpose of HCF is to support young people worldwide, whilst its vision is to make a real difference to those most in need, in places where Hilton International operates. The Director of the Foundation considers applications of up to £5,000. Grants of up to £10,000 are reviewed by the grants committee and, if favoured, grant applications for more than £10,000 are recommended to the trustees for final approval. Aside from disaster relief projects, grants are only awarded to schools and registered charities/causes working with young people that are considered to be most in need or who have special needs within the UK and Ireland. The next deadline for application is 15 February 2011.

(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 30/11/10)
Jubilee People’s Millions

The Big Lottery Fund and ITV, with the approval of Buckingham Palace, will be helping to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012. They are looking to fund new projects that will improve local places and the lives of people in your community. Grants of up to £60,000 are available from the Big Lottery Fund for up to four projects across Wales. During June 2011 ITV Wales news will feature two great project ideas each night for three nights, competing for viewers’ phone votes. To have a chance of winning you’ll need to inspire local people to get involved with your project. It’ll also need to capture the public’s imagination and persuade them to vote for you. The programme is currently open and the deadline for entries is 4 February 2011. 

We are holding briefing events in Wales to support potential applicants to the programme as follows:

Cardiff – 11am-12pm, 12 January 2010 - Big Lottery Fund offices

Newtown – 11am-12pm, 13 January 2010 – Big Lottery Fund offices

At the events BIG staff will provide advice on how to apply for funding. One to one sessions with staff will be available following the presentation. Further information on the programme is available at www.jubileepeoplesmillions.org.uk. 
Prince’s Foundation for Children and the Arts: Start Programme
The Prince’s Foundation for Children and the Arts’ Start Programme provides primary and secondary school students in the UK with the opportunity to engage with the arts. The Start Programme awards funding for cultural organisations in the UK to develop and deliver arts enrichment programmes for primary and secondary school students. Grants of up to £15,000 per project for up to three years are available, although funding can only be guaranteed for one year. Applications are welcomed from cultural and arts organisations in the UK partnering with local schools that currently do not have a strong relationship with a cultural venue. Successful Stage One applicants will be shortlisted and invited to apply to Stage Two. The deadline for Stage One applications is 2 February 2011. 
(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 5/1/11)
Awards
BT Community Connections
BT Community Connections is an award scheme which offers community groups the chance to get online and help people discover the wonders of the Internet. The award will be 12 months’ free connection to BT Business Total Broadband Advance. Applications are welcomed from a diverse range of UK community organisations, charities, social enterprises and community interest companies. Priority will be given to applications from community groups that operate in areas of deprivation and that have not previously won an award. Applications must be submitted by 13 January 2011. 
(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 14/12/10)
The Inspire Awards 2011
Tutor/Mentor Awards - Nomination deadline for Tutor / Mentors is 21 January 2011
NIACE Dysgu Cymru wants to identify, and celebrate, excellent tutors and mentors from across Wales. From university lecturers and work-based trainers through to voluntary community tutors and learning support mentors. Without inspirational tutors and mentors we cannot have inspired learners. We are looking for people who ‘go the extra mile’ in helping their learners achieve great things.

How to Nominate

Please find below two links (one Welsh, one English) to the Inspire Tutor and Mentor Awards nomination forms. You can choose to complete your nomination as a Word document or, for the first time, as an online form which, once submitted, is sent to us electronically. Please ring Steve Martin, Rhydian Thomas or Essex Havard on 029 2037 0900 if you need further clarification regarding the online nomination. 

English nomination forms
Welsh nomination forms
Adult Learner Awards - Nominations deadline for Adult Learners 25 February 2011
Do you know someone who has changed their lives through learning? If so, then why not nominate them for an Inspire! Adult Learner Award?

Each nomination will receive a special certificate, with the winners invited to this year’s Adult Learners Award Ceremony  

Who are we looking for? 

Groups, families and individuals whose learning achievements will inspire others to return to learning, who have improved their lives and/or the lives of others, and gained a positive or life-changing experience from returning to learning.
Who can make a nomination?

Anyone can nominate an individual, family or group for an Inspire Award.  You may self-nominate - however a statement of support must accompany your nomination. Your supporter could be a friend, a member of your family or a tutor. Someone who has knowledge about your learning and the difference it has made to your life. 
How to Nominate

Please find below two links (one Welsh, one English) to the Inspire Tutor and Mentor Awards nomination forms. You can choose to complete your nomination as a Word document or, for the first time, as an online form which, once submitted, is sent to us electronically. Please ring Steve Martin, Rhydian Thomas or Essex Havard on 029 2037 0900 if you need further clarification regarding the online nomination. 

Click here to Nominate! (English)
Click here to Nominate! (Welsh) 

Philip Leverhulme Prizes
Philip Leverhulme Prizes are designed to recognise and facilitate the work of outstanding young research scholars or practitioners of proven achievement, who have made and are continuing to make original and significant contributions to knowledge in one of the following disciplines: astronomy and astrophysics; economics; engineering; geography; modern European language and literature; performing and visual arts. Prizes of £70,000 over two or three years will be awarded in 2011. The closing date for the receipt of nominations is 17 May 2011. 

(Source: Grantfinder Newsflash, 5/1/11)
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WCVA State of the Sector survey

WCVA has conducted a series of surveys in the last two years to monitor the effects of the recession and recovery on organisations in Wales. This has shown that some third sector organisations are seeing funding from local authorities reduce, resulting in significant cuts in their service provision. In other cases, organisations are reporting services, that they were funded to provide, being incorporated into the local authority's mainstream service provision, resulting in a decline in the total service delivery capacity for service users.
Analysis of the Welsh Assembly Government’s budget, it seems that many of the increases and cuts are modest and the exact impact on an organisation’s grant may not precisely follow the budget line. The Local Government budget settlement was judged as ‘good as it gets’ by local authority representatives, as it contained revenue rises in 2012/13 and 2013/14 of 0.2% and 1.3% respectively, after a reduction of 1.4% in 2011/12. This means that authorities need not make major cuts to third sector budgets as a result of the Welsh Assembly Government budget settlement, particularly in the areas of social services and education. 
The Welsh Assembly Government will be finalizing its budget in February 2011. At the same time, WCVA wishes to continue to monitor the situation, to gather information about any proposed cuts and to be in a situation where WCVA can better predict the effects on third sector organisations.

The Recession and Recovery survey has been renamed the State of the sector survey, to take on board the continuously changing policy and funding environment that the sector is in at the moment. This survey is live from 6 January until the 17 February. To complete the questionnaire on-line go to the Research page of the WCVA website – www.wcva.org.uk 
100 Rural Voices

CPRW calls for ‘A Fair Deal’ for rural Wales and needs your collective support. The Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales believes it would be a powerful message if we could muster what we’re labeling as a ‘100 Rural Voices’ challenge to WAG and the existing or successor Government to listen to a concerted rural call. The aim is to get 100 named organisations with an interest in Rural Wales to endorse an agreed Rural Charter. They believe that by using this approach a strong rural message will be heard overcoming the silo mentality which can occur in WAG when it comes to dealing with issues affecting Rural Wales in their usual individual thematic ways rather than in a more holistic and integrated sense. 
Even though those living in rural Wales are isolated, have poor communications, inadequate services, lack affordable housing and fewer job opportunities, CPRW believes there is no moral or practical reason why they should be disadvantaged or denied access to the same basic range and standard of every day services, which people living in towns accept as normal. For more information please contact Cat Griffith-Williams, CPRW, tel 07792 917218, email cat@cprwmail.org.uk.

Domestic abuse of disabled women in Wales - research
Disability Wales, Welsh Women’s Aid and Glamorgan University are keen to hear the experiences of disabled women who are/have experienced Domestic Abuse in Wales. This research project is the first of its kind in Wales and brings together two organisations leading on domestic abuse and disability equality issues. The research is based on the social model of disability which aims to identify barriers faced by disabled women experiencing domestic abuse.

As part of this research we have devised a questionnaire to be completed by disabled women with support if necessary. All documents can also be downloaded from http://tinyurl.com/39c8do2. Responses are requested by 16 February 2011.    

National Theatre Wales seeks new Board Members

National Theatre Wales has already proved itself a major player in British theatre, The Guardian 

National Theatre Wales is in the middle of its exciting and highly-praised first year of productions. Created in 2008, with Arts Council Wales support, its goal is to enrich English-language theatre in Wales and beyond. Having received outstanding critical and audience responses for its first seven shows and with ambitious plans for the years ahead, the company is currently seeking to recruit additional non-executive directors/trustees to complement and strengthen the skills of its existing Board. 

Supported by a highly committed and enthusiastic professional team, the Board of trustees wishes to reflect in its own membership the diversity of its audience and stakeholders. Successful candidates should be able to demonstrate achievement and expertise in one or more of the following areas: finance and accounting, arts practice, community engagement, business strategy.

Trustees are expected to serve on the main Board and at least one of its committees, along with a variety of its ad hoc working parties: a minimum of eight meetings per annum, usually held in Cardiff during normal working hours. These positions are unremunerated, but reasonable expenses are reimbursed.

For further information and details on how to apply, please contact Rhian Jones, Administrator, National Theatre Wales, 30 Castle Arcade, Cardiff CF10 1BW. Email rhianjones@nationaltheatrewales.org. 

Wales Council for the Blind to explore developing a new Welsh agency with Sight Support and Vision Support

Wales Council for the Blind has been looking at the best way to support sight loss services across Wales and at its AGM held on Wednesday the 8 December, its membership voted to pursue the option to work in collaboration with Sight Support and Vision Support to create a new Welsh sight loss organisation. This new organisation will draw on the strengths of its partners to extend support for the visual impairment sector in Wales, aiming to develop new, high quality services across the Principality. During the course of 2011, WCB will be consulting across the sector to make sure the new organisation meets the needs of local clubs, societies and Wales' statutory partners that puts people with a visual impairment at the heart of service delivery.
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Introduction to sustainable development training course
WCVA's new training programme includes a course on the subject of SD for the first time.  It has been developed in conjunction with WCVA and is being run by Cynnal Cymru. Cynnal Cymru is an independent, not-for-profit organisation that promotes sustainable development and provides practical information to help people live sustainably. The course description is available on the training page of WCVA's website.
Return to green news
News and Policy
New WCVA Affinity Scheme - Can you save money and make a difference?

Before you start to work out how to reduce CO2 usage, first find out if your current energy bill bares any resemblance to what you actually used.
65 per cent of charities pay annually on estimated billing

15 per cent of charities are on the wrong profile

5 per cent of charities pay the wrong bill or indeed getting no bill at all

Utility Aid will help you understand your actual energy usage, check exactly what you are paying for, and then advise on how to really make a difference both to you and the planet, all whilst also offering a pathway into the realms of the wholesale energy market.

WCVA has signed an agreement with Utility Aid to promote their services to our members. As energy brokers to the SCVO, CFDG, Charity Buying Group and more, Utility Aid has worked in the not-for-profit sector for over the last ten years reducing bills, controlling costs and helping our clients on the way to making a difference. They are a bespoke organisation designed to work at your pace to talk in your language. What is even more remarkable, as a charity, you are eligible for a free, no obligation energy audit to start you on your way. So call Lotte on 0808 178 8170 (free phone) or visit www.utility-aid.co.uk.
Publication of the Climate Change Strategy

The Welsh Assembly Government has set out how it will manage its programme against climate change to achieve its ambition of a 3 per cent year on year reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. The strategy, which is the first of its kind in the UK, highlights that the Welsh approach to tackling climate change will focus not only on reducing carbon emissions but also on helping the country adapt to the inevitable changes to the climate. It is accompanied by two delivery plans that set out how the strategy’s targets, aspirations will be achieved and who will be involved in their delivery. It identifies a number of areas in which the Assembly Government will focus its action. These include:

· A comprehensive approach to behaviour change. 

· The consideration of climate change in all the Assembly Government’s decision making. 

· Delivering increased energy efficiency, making low carbon transport a reality and building the skills to ensure that Wales makes the most of the opportunities associated with a low carbon economy.  

· Ensuring that our approach to research and development, technology and skills helps Wales to gain maximum benefit from climate change business and research. 

· Creating a framework to help us adapt to climate change. 

· Using land use and spatial planning to help us move towards a low carbon economy. 

The strategy commits the Welsh Assembly Government to achieving at least a 40 per cent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions in Wales by 2020 against a 1990 baseline.

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/environmentandcountryside/2010/101007ccstrategy/?lang=en.
New figures show a more sustainable Wales

Air quality, recycling rates and green house gas emissions have all improved in Wales over the last year, according to new figures. The latest sustainable development figures show that Wales has made clear improvements in 17 of the 44 areas measured by sustainable development indicators. The figures also reveal that Wales’ performance in 22 of the indicators has shown little or no change. These figures come after the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs publication of the ‘Measuring progress: sustainable development indicators 2010’. This brings together a range of economic, social and environmental indicators to provide a statistical overview of the country’s progress on sustainable development.
Community Green: Using local spaces to tackle inequality and improve health

The Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment have just published ‘Community Green: Using local spaces to tackle inequality and improve health.’ The document examines the impact of the quality of local green spaces on the health and wellbeing of people in six deprived and ethnically diverse areas. It shows that providing good quality local green space is an effective way to tackle inequality. It will be of interest to policymakers and those working in local government, social housing and the voluntary and community sector. Download the full publication at:  



" 
www.cabe.org.uk/publications/community-green

More Trees, More Good

The Woodland Trust are launching a new campaign ‘More Trees, More Good’, which aims to double the number of native woods and trees in the UK. The UK is one of the least wooded countries in Europe with only 4% native woodland cover. The target is to have twice as many native trees and woods for the sake of wildlife and people, to combat climate change and improve our environment. Research gathered over recent years has highlighted the countless essential benefits to people, wildlife and their environment that comes from planting trees. To maximise these, the UK needs to plant 20 million native trees per year. 
The Woodland Trust are calling on all sections of society to get involved, from farmers and communities, to schools and companies the woodland trust need to rally those who can plant trees with our help and inspire those who can contribute financially. A large range of organisations have already risen to the challenge including Sainsbury’s, the National Association of Local Councils, The Ministry of Defence and the Women’s Institute. The coalition government has also committed to a national tree planting campaign. Though ambitious, this aim is ultimately achievable – but only if we work together.

The Woodland Trust has free tree planting packs for community groups, schools and youth groups. For more information, visit MoreTreesMoreGood.org.uk or telephone 0845 293 5689. 
An Unexamined Truth

On 16 June 2010, the Baring Foundation hosted an event for independent funders to launch a new report called An Unexamined Truth. This report describes a pilot project that has supported non-environmental voluntary organisations to explore how the impacts of climate change will affect their primary charitable purpose. The approaches taken by the four groups of organisations that led the work will be of interest to all those in the voluntary sector, the independent funding community and in government that are interested in practical ways to widen the circle of organisations involved in action on climate change. 

Welsh third sector declaration on climate change
All types of organisations and groups in the third sector are encouraged to sign up to WCVA's climate change declaration as a way of making a public declaration about their commitment to tackling climate change - both through their internal practices and the work they do with people and communities across Wales. The declaration can be found on WCVA's climate change web page, alongside some useful 'where to go for help guidance' listing sources of help and support for taking action on climate change. 
Guardian 10:10 campaign – WCVA signs up
WCVA has now signed up to this Guardian climate change campaign; this new initiative shows that we can all act now - and achieve something. The idea is simple: by signing up, individuals and organisations commit to doing their best to cut their emissions by 10% by the end of 2010, precisely the sort of deep, quick cut the scientists say is needed. For more information visit: www.1010uk.org. 
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Sustain Magazine Awards

The 2011 sustain magazine awards for sustainability, business and the built environment are officially open for entries. The Awards are designed to celebrate the high hopes and hard work, commitment and creativity, radicalism and rigour, inspiration and perspiration of all those achieving distinction and success in the field of sustainability. There are three categories of award: property and the built environment; trade and industry; and business and society. Entry packs are available from events@sustainmagazine.com. Further details are available from www.sustainmagazine.com/pages/eshot-basic.html. 

Launch of the Glastir Woodland Creation Grant Scheme
The new Glastir Woodland Creation Scheme aims to help to fulfil the commitment to create more native and mixed woodland as set out in Woodlands for Wales, the Welsh Assembly Government's woodland strategy. It is a bespoke element of Glastir, Wales's new sustainable land management scheme and offers grants to landowners, especially farmers, to create new woodlands on their land.

There will be three types of grant available to all landowners in Wales - woodland establishment grants, fencing grants and woodland creation premium grants. The maximum amount available will be £10,000 per hectare over the 15 years of payments. Grants for fencing of £3.15 per metre are provided where required. The grants can support the costs of creating new woodlands as well as 'income foregone payments' for taking land out of agriculture. Any landowner in Wales may apply, regardless of whether they are a farmer or not. Applications may be submitted at any time. www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-6j2gxd. 

Free energy saving plugs

Grass Roots are working with British Gas, who are obligated to reduce carbon emissions emitted by households under a Government programme called Carbon Emissions Reduction Target (CERT). They are funding the scheme under this initiative which is governed by Ofgem.

1 million free lime energy saving plugs to people who are in receipt of benefits and/or are aged 70 and above. The plug is worth approximately £20 and is completely free to those who request one (including P&P). Plus for every unit that is requested they will make a 5p per plug donation to your charity. The lime energy saving plug operates with all conventional Infra Red remote controlled appliances such as TV’s, DVD players, stereos or games consoles etc. By using your existing remote control, the plug will automatically cut off the electricity to all your connected equipment rather than putting it on standby.

Rules:
Due to this being a Government led scheme, there are a few requirements:
 

· The person must request a unit (via web registration or Response Card) - they cannot be given away on mass. 

· The person must be in receipt of the qualifying criteria.  

· One unit only per household can be given away (donations can't be made for duplicates).  

Promotion:

Grass Roots are looking for charities who would like to promote this scheme to their members and supporters. Grass Roots will provide all relevant marketing material required to make the promotion as easy as possible.

If you are keen to take up this opportunity, please contact Kim Dunton on 01442 829442 or via email: kim.dunton@grg.com.   

For more information on CERT follow the link below.

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/consumers/saving_energy/cert/cert.aspx
As well as providing the energy saving plugs, Grass Roots are also providing shower widgets – www.waterwidget.co.uk/index.htm and home insulation - www.freecavitywall.co.uk/index.htm. 
Naturesave Trust
The Naturesave Trust has announced that it will now provide start up 'seed corn' grants for community renewable energy projects. The Trust is keen to help communities, in particular, that do not have the initial start-up capital to undertake all the preliminary work to get to the planning stage, and most importantly, for the community to retain as much control as possible over the operating income once the project has been successful. Grants are available whatever type of renewable power generation the community is considering. Applications can be made at any time. 
If you would like to include anything in the next edition of ‘green news’ please contact Jessica McQuade at WCVA: jmcquade@wcva.org.uk. 
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JRF Newsletter
JRF newsletter – December 2010

Monitoring poverty and social exclusion 2010
· A record 2.1m children are living in poverty in working households.
· Despite the recession, the number of children living in poverty in the UK fell to 3.7m, while those in workless households fell to 1.6m.

· But those in poverty in working families rose slightly to 2.1m, and they now account for 58% of the total. 
That's according to the thirteenth Monitoring Poverty and Social Exclusion, which focuses on the 18-month recession of 2008 and 2009. This annual report analyses trends and differences between groups, and this is the first to be published under the new government. 
The report looks at the long-term trends, as well as more recent changes from the recession, and highlights the challenges faced. Other key findings include:
· By 2008/09, 13m people were in poverty. Of these, 5.8m (44% of the total) were in 'deep poverty', the highest proportion on record. 

· By mid-2010, the unemployment rate among those aged16–24 was, at 20%, the highest in 18 years, and three times that for other adults. After the last recession (1993), the rate was just 16%, only twice as high as for the rest of the population.
Report co-author, Tom MacInnes of the New Policy Institute, said: ‘It is simply not possible to base anti-poverty policies on the idea that work alone is a route out of poverty. Child poverty in working households must be given the same focus as out-of-work poverty.’ 
Other news and latest JRF work

Increasing supply within the social rented sector 
Tenure rights and responsibilities
Housing market activity and neighbourhood renewal in Northern Ireland
Young people and alcohol: influences on how they drink
A review of benefit sanctions
Supporting Derek - a new resource for staff working with people who have a learning difficulty and dementia
The local impact of the global internet
Globalisation, the media and UK communities
The impact of foreign policy on local communities
Young people and housing in 2020: identifying key drivers for change
A young people’s charter on housing
Young people and housing: the need for a new policy agenda
Between decent work and forced labour: examining the continuum of exploitation
A minimum income standard for rural households
Shaping public spending priorities for adult social care
Towards a social model of madness and distress? Exploring what service users say
The low-pay, no-pay cycle: Understanding recurrent poverty
Neighbourhood, community and housing in Bradford
The UK private rented sector as a source of affordable accommodation
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Local Government ‘Green Book’ Issues
This is a new section in the e-briefing, which replaces the previous WLGA ‘Green Book’ subscription service that was provided by WLGA for organisations which use local government ‘Green Book’ terms and conditions. 

Advisory bulletin 572 is available on the following website.
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Policy

Consultations

Consultation on charities and investment matters
It has always been important for trustees to know how they can invest their charity’s funds. But it has become increasingly important for trustees to be clear about what they are investing for. On one level, the answer is quite simple – they invest in order to achieve the best return so they can further their charity’s aims. Historically, this has meant the best financial return. But since we last updated our investment guidance, policy and practice have moved on; many charities now invest to deliver both a financial return and direct social benefit. This could mean considering ethical issues or taking into account how an investment helps the charity further its aims directly. The deadline for responses is 28 February 2011.

Charging for homecare and other non-residential social services
This consultation seeks your comments on the draft regulations and guidance to local councils needed to implement a 'First Steps Improvement Package' of changes to introduce more consistency. These changes will apply to those who receive services from their local council and those who enter into a Direct Payments arrangement with their council to purchase services themselves.


By law local councils can charge for homecare and other non-residential social services if they wish. Research has shown that older and disabled people in Wales currently experience wide variation in the charging undertaken and in the level of charges set by councils. The Welsh Assembly Government therefore made a commitment in its 'One Wales' document to address this by securing the powers and then making the legislation necessary to introduce more consistency in the charging councils undertake. The deadline for responses is 4 February 2011.

Disability Living Allowance reform – public consultation 

This consultation seeks your views on the Government‘s proposals to replace Disability Living Allowance (DLA) with a new benefit – Personal Independence Payment. The Personal Independence Payment will continue to be a non-means tested, extra costs benefit. It will help disabled people remove the barriers they face to leading full and independent lives. This consultation asks for views to inform our policy for reforming DLA and introducing a new objective assessment. The consultation applies to England, Wales and Scotland. The consultation is aimed primarily at disability organisations and disabled people, but we would like to hear from anybody who is interested. The deadline for responses is 14 February 2011.

A Living Language: A Language for Living. Consultation on a Strategy for the Welsh Language
The Welsh Assembly Government is committed to ensuring that the Welsh language thrives. This consultation document sets out our vision for the language and what we will do, together with our partners, to increase the numbers who speak and use the language. We welcome comments. The deadline for responses is 4 February 2011.

Office of the Public Guardian – fees 2011/12
A consultation on the Office of the Public Guardian Fees 2011/12 which aims to ensure that the OPG Fee policy remains fair, equitable and proportionate to the services being provided whilst at the same time reflecting the economic climate in which we find ourselves. The proposed changes will help ensure that the fee structure remains fair and equitable whilst fully covering OPG costs. The deadline for responses is 10 March 2011.

Overriding Easements and Other Rights
The Welsh Development Agency Act 1975 provides the Welsh Ministers with powers to compulsorily purchase lands and new rights needed to help deliver social and economic improvements. These powers include the ability to override existing easements and other rights in land in their ownership to the extent that the rights impede development that has the benefit of planning permission.


Similar powers within other statutes such as the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 have recently been amended in England by the Planning Act 2008.  This Act authorized the Welsh Ministers to amend the Welsh Development Agency Act 1975 in a similar manner. The deadline for responses is 8 March 2011.

Skills conditionality – public consultation
This consultation, conducted by the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) and the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS), seeks views to inform the implementation of Skills Conditionality. Skills conditionality involves Jobcentre Plus referring claimants to a skills training provider, further education college or Next Step adviser with potential benefit sanctions for non-participation. The training will include vocational, basic skills, employability training as well as support with softer skills such as motivation and confidence building. The deadline for responses is 3 February 2011.

Specialist Disability Employment Support – a call for evidence
The Government announced a review of specialist disability employment programmes on 2 December 2010. Ensuring equality for disabled people is a key priority for the Coalition Government. Since May 2010, the Government has set out an ambitious programme of employment support to ensure that people disadvantaged in the labour market will get the help they need to find and keep jobs. Our aim is that Government programmes should support more disabled people than ever before into employment.


On 25 October, DWP launched Work Choice – a new flagship programme to support disabled people with complex disability-related barriers to work. From summer 2011, the Work Programme will provide personalised employment support to a wide range of customers, including disabled people. Building on these foundations, the Department has announced an independent review of specialist disability employment programmes. Liz Sayce, Chief Executive of RADAR, the UK’s largest disability campaigning organisation, is leading this review. The deadline for responses is 28 February 2011.
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Procurement through Value Wales
Value Wales is the Welsh Assembly Government initiative set up to help public sector organisations’ procurement with efficiency savings via approved suppliers. This initiative has been opened up to voluntary organisations. The companies and products listed below are not specifically endorsed by WCVA but members are eligible to take advantage of the deals on offer.

The complete Value Wales catalogue and prices are available through the Value Wales – Buy4Wales site at www.buy4wales.co.uk. If you experience problems accessing the Buy4Wales site please contact carla.lavender@wales.gsi.gov.uk. 

European Electronique - Value Wales Framework Supplier WFEPC/025/07

Sales enquiries

Telephone: 0845 345 8340 Welsh Public Sector Enquiry Centre (local rate call).

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
 valuewales@euroele.com
Value Wales (Procurement)’s principle services include advice, guidance and support on best practice. It also undertakes a role in negotiating all-Wales contracts in key areas and leads national initiatives where centralised co-ordination will deliver benefits.

European Electronique is an ‘Approved Value Wales Supplier’ and a successful privately owned company with 130 permanent members of staff.

European Electronique is a Vendor Independent IT & Solutions provider with over 20 years experience providing products and solutions to the Public Sector.

Vendor independent products available under the framework from European Electronique

Lot 1: PC & TFT

Lot 2: Laptop

Lot 3: PC & TFT All Inclusive – Delivery to Desk service

Lot 4: Handhelds & PDA's

Lot 5: Printers

Lot 6: Servers

Lot 7: Networking

Lot 8: Storage

Services available to public sector in Wales

· Framework pricing for leading Manufacturers that should reflect the lowest attainable purchase pricing for the Welsh public sector.

· Demonstration & Evaluation Equipment.

· Free on site consultancy and advice on request.

· Dedicated Account Management.

· Free Delivery.

· Retrospective rebate Scheme for purchases during the contract period.

· All public sector bodies within Wales are awarded a credit account (30 days Net monthly) with European Electronique and are able to place orders immediately for next day delivery (Stock allowing).

Contacts at European Electronique

Please use the following contact points at European Electronique in order that we may provide the fastest possible solution to your enquiry.

Sales enquiries

Telephone:
0845 345 8340 Welsh Public Sector Enquiry Centre (local rate call).

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
valuewales@euroele.com
Your dedicated Customer Relationship Manager is David Castle;

Telephone:
01865 883300

Fax:
01865 883371 

Email:
dave.castle@euroele.com
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Training
WCVA training
Other training
WCVA training
Price bands (All prices are excluding VAT)
A WCVA members 

B Voluntary and community organisations 

C Others

Training schedule: February 2011
Using social media for successful campaigning
Tuesday 1 February, Cardiff

Fees:

£25

Engaging with seldom heard individuals and communities
Wednesday 2 February, Newport

Fees:

A £125
B £155
C £185

Coaching and mentoring skills for managers
Tuesday 8 and Wednesday 9 February, Cardiff

Fees:

A £200 
B £250
C £300

Confidence at public events
Wednesday 9 February, Plas Dolerw, Newtown

Fees:

A £125  
B £155
C £185

LEAN and quality assurance*
Thursday 10 February, Carmarthen 
Fees:

A   free
B £80

C £95
*3-SET training courses are free to attend for staff and volunteers of third sector organisations that can demonstrate they are involved in the development and / or delivery of European funded projects in Wales

Introduction to sustainable development
Tuesday 15 February, Cardiff

Fees:

A £125
B £155
C £185 

How to tender*               (free places available check on course info for eligibility)
Tuesday 15 and Wednesday 16 February, Rhyl

Fees:

A £150
B £200
C £300

Making the best use of data from participative events and consultations 

Wednesday 16 February, Bridgend

Fees:

A £125 
B £155
C £185 

Administering an event
Thursday 17 February, Cardiff 

Fees:

A £125
B £155
C £185 

For further information including course content and learning objective please visit www.wcva.org.uk
Spaces still available book now to avoid disappointment!!
Note taking at participative events and consultations 

11 January, Cardiff
Project Management in the Voluntary Sector 



18 & 19 January, 1 & 2 February and 1 & 2 March, Cardiff
Introduction to local government
Thursday 20 January, Cardiff

For more information email training@wcva.org.uk or telephone the WCVA helpdesk on 0800 2888 329. 
Return to training
Other training
Introduction to welfare benefits
31 January 2011, Cardiff
The British Social Security system is notoriously complex due to the huge number of qualifying conditions, the many changes each year and not least the interaction between the different benefits. There is a clear structure that can be learned whether you are looking to signpost claimants in the correct direction or provide basic advice. A guide to proposed benefit changes by the coalition government is included. Further details are available from Kathryn Jellings, email kathrynjellings@cymorthcymru.org.uk. 
Introduction to benefits for disabled adults
26 January 2011, Cardiff

2 February 2011, Wrexham
This course aims to give participants an overview of the entire benefit system and how it affects disabled adults. It will identify the difference between means tested, contributory and non-contributory benefits and how the benefits system fits together. It covers the way benefits can be maximised to the full entitlement for clients, including young people moving into employment. Further details are available from Learning Disability Wales, tel 029 2068 1160, email training@learningdisabilitywales.org.uk. 

The Annual Conference of the Family and Intergenerational Learning Network: Valuing Outcomes for All
1 February 2011, The Pavilion Conference Centre, Llandrindod Wells
This conference will examine how family learning can provide positive outcomes for all generations by reducing social isolation, increasing health and wellbeing and by improving skills for economic activity. The day will include presentations, practical workshops and the opportunity to network with other professionals from the field. Further details are available from Wendy Ellaway-Lock, email wendy@niacedc.org.uk. 

Understanding community care law for disabled children
9 February 2011, Swansea
This course is intended to help people understand the Core Assessment process for identifying the care needs of disabled children. This course is aimed at delegates whose role involves working with or caring for children with all types of disabilities. How social services departments assess children in need will be explained from a practical perspective. Further details are available from Learning Disability Wales, tel 029 2068 1160, email training@learningdisabilitywales.org.uk. 

Cardiff & Vale Coalition of Disabled People courses  
Mental Health First Aid course (2 days)


17 & 18 January 

16 &17 February
16 & 17 March

4 & 5 April
Equality Act – Disability



27 January 

3 March
1 April

Equality Act

4 March

Mindfulness

14-15 April 

Youth Mental Health First Aid
18 & 19 April

Further details are available from Niccy Williams, Training Administrator, tel 029 2036 8888, email training@cvcdp.org. 
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End of e-briefing
Disclaimer
Inclusion of third party information in WCVA’s members' email briefing does not constitute an endorsement by WCVA. WCVA takes no responsibility for the quality of third party events, products or services featured in this briefing. Whilst every care is taken to provide accurate information, neither WCVA nor the editor undertakes any liability for any error or omission. If you wish to be deleted from this mailing list, please email help@wcva.org.uk.  
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