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	Llais y Goedwig Members’ Interim Update

October 2010




Dear Llais y Goedwig members - A warm welcome to new groups and individuals who have

recently joined the community woodland network. My name is Chloe Griffiths, and I’m proud to have been appointed as the Network Co-ordinator of Llais y Goedwig.  

I’ll be supporting the organisation in its development and managing its networking for 18 hours a week.  Although I’ll be finding my feet for the first few weeks, if you would like any information on what we do, or have ideas for what we could be doing in the future, especially suggestions for useful workshop topics, please do get in touch. 

You can contact me via email on chloe.griffiths@llaisygoedwig.org.uk and via mobile (number will be provided when it is set up) or on the office number given below, on Mondays and Tuesdays (from 1st November). The Network Co-ordinator post is only staffed 18 hours a week, so please leave a message on other days and I’ll get back to you.

New Office: We are happy to report that we have now moved into our new office at the Ecopark in Machynlleth. Our address is:

Unit 6 Dyfi Eco Park
Machynlleth
Powys
SY20 8AX 



Phone number:  0845 456 0342

 Future events

The Board are already planning the next workshop we will run alongside the LlyG AGM, due to take place on the 11th and 12th of March 2011, so please save the date. The topic will be “Sustainable Funding”, at a venue yet to be decided. 

The venue should be able to accommodate up to 60 people, be near public transport or a transport hub where buses can be arranged, and be near sources accommodation for those travelling from across Wales. 

We have a few offers from groups willing to host events and offer speakers but would encourage anyone who would be willing to host the event or offer to share their approaches to funding to let us know. 

LlyG Commissioning Case Studies

Under the Forestry Commission project LlyG is commissioning five case studies and has £500 for each group willing to share their experiences for others to learn from. The case studies are to be prepared to be in a common format (available shortly) and we can offer help to put your information together. 

This is a great opportunity to reflect on and share what you have learnt.  Where has your group got to?  Where did you start from?  How did you grow?  What are your future plans?  If you’ve got some lessons learnt to share, we’d like to hear about them and you can base this on the community group as a whole or specific projects the group has run. 

So far two groups have come forward to prepare case studies and we are looking for three more.

Wanted:  New Directors

Could you put your talents to use to help Llais y Goedwig grow?  Are you passionate about communities and woodlands in Wales and how they can meet the future demands on our society? Do you want to help raise the profile of community engagement with woodland resources? Do you want to help build sustainable opportunities for community action?

If you’ve got a skill you could offer, like marketing, PR, fundraising,  writing articles, public speaking or generating ideas, if you have great contacts and a few hours to spare a week, the Board wishes to recruit 2-3 new directors.  

For more information look at our website:  www.llaisygoedwig.org.uk and please get in touch.

Wanted:  Translators

Llais y Goedwig is also in need of Welsh language translators for its website and for its planned publications.  If you can produce a high standard of written Welsh and could respond to occasional requests for translation, please let us know indicating your price structure and availability..  

Funding available for biodiversity projects 

Members who are currently looking for funding may like to try the Community Wildlife Programme

 (http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_community_wildlife

If you would like to run:

“projects that bring local people together to discover, enjoy or protect the wildlife in their local area.

The programme will fund between £300 and £10,000 for projects that:

· improve rural or urban environments for people to enjoy, for example by:

· protecting wildlife habitats

· creating a nature trail, woodland walk or wildlife garden for people to enjoy

· improving natural community spaces, such as rivers, ponds and woodlands.”

They are under-subscribed from Wales, the form is fairly simple and you still have until the 24th November 2010 to get an application in.   

Natural Environment Framework Consultation

There is an open consultation on the WAG Natural Environment Framework which looks at  what is called the ecosystem approach. This sounds complex but is about sustainability, biodiversity and what is needed to integrate them. 

The consultation document is 9 pages long and if we want a sustainable future for Wales which includes communities and woodlands we should take this opportunity to let WAG know how this can be achieved. There is an opportunity to input ideas until the 31 Dec. 

As part of the consultation process the Forestry Commission are hosting a workshop on the 8th December from 10am - 3pm at the Gateway Centre, Shrewsbury. If you would like to know more about the workshop contact: jane.holloway@forestry.gsi.gov.uk  


Briefing document available on: 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/eshlivingwalescons/?lang=en 

Or call Chloe and we can get a hard copy of the consultation document to you

